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PREFACE. 



The narrative in these pages follows chiefly the official re- 
ports, and it is believed will not be found to conflict seri- 
ously with them. Official reports, however, are liable to 
errors of statement and especially to the omission of facts, 
well known to the writer but not always to the reader, the 
want of which is seriously felt when the attempt is made not 
only to tell the gross results but to detail the steps that led 
to them. Such omissions, which are specially frequent in 
the earlier reports of the Civil War, the author has tried to 
supply by questions put, principally by letter, to surviving 
witnesses. A few have neglected to answer, and on those 
points he has been obliged, with some embarrassment, to de- 
pend on his own judgment upon the circumstances of the 
case ; but l^j far the greater part of the officers addressed, both 
Union and Confederate, have replied very freely. The num- 
ber of his correspondents has been too numerous to admit 
of his thanking them by name, but he begs here to renew to 
them all the acknowledgments which have already been 

made to each in person. 

A. T. M. 
June, 1883. 
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CHAPTER L 

PRBIilMIITARY. 



Thb naval operations described in the following pages ex- 
tended, on the seaboard, over the Gulf of Mexico from Key 
West to the mouth of the Bio Grande ; and inland over the 
course of the Mississippi, and its affluents, from Cairo, at the 
southern extremity of the State of Illinois, to the mouths of 
the river. 

Key West is one of the low coral islands, or keys, which 
stretch out, in a southwesterly direction, into the Gulf from 
the southern extremity of the Florida peninsula. It has a 
good harbor, and was used during, as since, the war as a 
naval station. From Key West to the mouth of the Bio 
Grande, the river forming the boundary between Mexico and 
the State of Texas, the distance in a straight line is about 
eight hundred and forty miles. The line joining the two 
points departs but little from an east and west direction, the 
mouth of the river, in 25® 26' N., being eighty-three miles 
north of the island ; but the shore line is over sixteen hun- 
dred miles, measuring from the southern extremity of 
Florida. Beginning at that point, the west side of the 
peninsula runs north-northwest till it reaches the 30th de- 
gree of latitude ; turning then, the coast follows that parallel 
IIL— 1 
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approximately till it reaches the delta of the MississippL 
That delta, situated about midway between the east and 
west ends of the line, projects southward into the Qulf of 
Mexico as far as parallel 29° N., terminating in a long, nar- 
row arm, through which the river enters the Gulf by three 
principal branches, or passes. From the delta the shore 
sweeps gently round, inclining first a little to the north of 
west, until near the boundary between the States of Louis- 
iana and Texas ; then it curves to the southwest until a point 
is reached about one hundred miles north of the mouth of 
the Rio Grande, whence it turns abruptly south. Five 
States, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, 
in the order named, touch the waters boimded by this long, 
irregular line ; but the shore of two of them, Alabama and 
Mississippi, taken together, extends over little more than one 
hundred miles. All five joined at an early date in the seces- 
sion movement. 

The character of the coast, from one end to the other, 
varies but slightly in appearance. It is everywhere low, and 
either sandy or marshy. An occasional bluff of moderate 
height is to be seen. A large proportion of the line is 
skirted by low sandy islands, sometimes joined by narrow 
necks to the mainland, forming inland sounds of consider- 
able extent, access to which is generally impracticable for 
vessels of much draft of water. They, however, as well as 
numerous bays and the mouths of many small rivers, can be 
entered by light vessels acquainted with the groimd ; and 
during the war small steamers and schooners frequently es- 
caped through them, carrying cargoes of cotton, then of 
great value. There is but little rise and fall of the tide in 
the Gulf, from one to two feet, but the height of the water 
is much affected by the direction of the wind. 

The principal ports on or near the Gulf are New Orleans 
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in Lonisiana, Mobile in Alabama, and Qalveston in Texas. 
Tallahassee and Apalaohicola, in Florida, also carried on a 
brisk trade in cotton at the time of the secession. By far 
the best harbor is Pensacola Bay, in Florida, near the Ala- 
bama line. The town was not at that time a place of much 
commerce, on account of defective communication with the 
interior ; but the depth of water, twenty-two feet, that cotdd 
be carried over the bar, and the secure spacious anchorage 
within made it of great value as a naval station. It had been 
so used prior to the war, and, although falling at first into 
the hands of the (Confederates, was shortly regained by the 
Union forces, to whom, from its nearness to Mobile and the 
passes of the Mississippi, as well as from its intrinsic advan- 
tages, it was of great importance throughout the contest. 

The aim of the National Government in connection with 
this large expanse of water and its communications was two- 
fold. First, it was intended to enter the Mississippi Biver 
from the sea, and working up its stream in connection with 
the land forces, to take possession of the well-known posi- 
tions that gave command of the navigation. Simultaneously 
with this movement from below, a similar movement down- 
ward, with the like object, was to be undertaken in the 
upper waters. If successful, as they proved to be, the result of 
these attacks would be to sever the States in rebellion on the 
east side of the river from those on the west, which, though 
not the most populous, contributed largely in men, and yet 
more abundantly in food, to the support of the Confederacy. 

The second object of the Government was to enforce a 
strict blockade over the entire coast, from the Bio Grande 
to Florida. There were not in the Confederate harbors 
poweriul fleets, or even single vessels of war, which it was 
necessary to lock up in their own waters. One or two quasi 
men-of-war escaped from them, to run short and, in the main, 
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hannless careen ; but the cruise that inflicted the greatest 
damage on the commerce of the Union was made by a yeesel 
that never entered a Southern port. The blockade was not 
defensive, but offensive ; its purpose was to close every inlet 
by which the products of the South could find their way to 
the markets of the world, and to shut out the material, not 
only of war, but essential to the peaceful life of a people, 
which the Southern States were ill-qualified by their pre- 
vious pursuits to produce. Such a blockade could be made 
technically effectual by ships cruising or anchored outside ; 
but there was a great gain in actual efficiency when the yes- 
sels could be placed within the harbors. The latter plan 
was therefore followed wherever possible and safe ; and the 
larger fortified places were reduced and occupied as rapidly 
as possible consistent with the attainment of the prime ob- 
ject — the control of the Mississippi Valley. 

Before the war the Atlantic and Gulf waters of the United 
States, with those of the West Indies, Mexico, and Central 
America, were the cruising ground of one division of vessels, 
known as the Home Squadron. At the beginning of hostili- 
ties this squadron was under the command of Flag-Officer G. 
J. Pendergrast, who rendered essential and active service 
during the exciting and confused events which immediately 
followed the bombardment of Fort Sumter. The conxmand 
was too extensive to be administered by any one man, when 
it became from end to end the scene of active war, so it was 
soon divided into three parts. The West India Squadron, 
having in its charge United States interests in Mexico and 
Central America as well as in the islands, remained under 
the care of Flag-Officer Pendergrast. Flag-Officer String- 
ham assumed command of the Atlantic Squadron, extending 
as far south as Cape Florida; and the Gulf, from Cape 
Florida to the Bio Grande, was assigned to Flag-Officer Wil- 
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liam Mervine, who reached his station on the 8th of June, 
1861. On the 4th of July the squadron consisted of twenty- 
one vessels, carrying two hundred and eighty- two guns, and 
manned by three thousand five hundred men. 

Flag-Officer Merrine was relieved in the latter part of Sep- 
tember. The blockade was maintained as well as the num- 
ber and character of the vessels permitted, but no fighting 
of any consequence took place. A dashing cutting-out ex- 
pedition from the flag-ship Colorado, xmder Lieutenant J. H. 
Bussell, assisted by Lieutenants Sproston and Blake, with 
subordinate officers and seamen, amoimting in all to four 
boats and one hundred men, seized and destroyed an armed 
schooner lying alongside the wharf of the Pensacola Navy 
Yard, under the protection of a battery. The service was 
gallantly carried out; the schooner's crew, after a^ desperate 
resistance, were driven on shore, whence, with the guard, 
they resumed their Are on the assailants. The afiEair cost the 
flag-ship three men killed and nine wounded. 

Under Mervine's successor, Flag-Officer W. W. McKean, 
more of interest occurred. The first collision was unfortu- 
nate, and, to some extent, humiliating to the service. A 
squadron consisting of the steam-sloop Bichmond, sailing- 
sloops Yincennes and Preble, and the small side-wheel 
steamer Water Witch had entered the Mississippi early in 
the month of October, and were at anchor at the head of the 
passes. At 3.30 a.m., October 12th, a Confederate ram made 
its appearance close aboard the Bichmond, which, at the 
time, had a coal schooner alongside. The ram charged the 
Bichmond, forcing a small hole in her side about two feet 
below the water-line, and tearing the schooner adrift. She 
dropped astern, lay quietly for a few moments off the port- 
quarter of the Bichmond, and then st-eamed slowly up the 
river, receiving broadsides from the Bichmond and Preble, 
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and throwing np a rocket. In a few moments three dim 
lights were seen np the river near the eastern shore. They 
were shortly made out to be fire-rafts. The squadron slipped 
their chains, the three larger vessels, by direction of the 
senior officer, retreating down the Southwest Pass to the 
sea; but in the attempt to cross, the Richmond and Yin- 
cennes grounded on the bar. The fire-rafts drifted harm- 
lessly on to the western bank of the river, and then burned 
out. When day broke, the enemy's fleet, finding the head 
of the passes abandoned, followed down the river, and with 
rifled guns kept up a steady but not very accurate long- 
range fire upon the stranded ships, not venturing within 
reach of the Eichmond*s heavy broadside. About 10 A.M., ap- 
parently satisfied with the day's work, they returned up river, 
and the ships shortly after got afioat and crossed the bar. 

The ram which caused this commotion and hasty retreat 
was a small vessel of three hundred and eighty-four tons, 
originally a Boston tug-boat called the Enoch Train, which 
had been sent to New Orleans to help in improving the chan- 
nel of the Mississippi. When the war broke out she was 
taken by private parties and turned into a ram on specula- 
tion. An arched roof of 5-inch timber was thrown over 
her deck, and this covered with a layer of old-fashioned 
railroad iron, from three-fourths to one inch thick, laid 
lengthways. At the time of this attack she had a cast-iron 
prow under water, and carried a IX-inch gun, pointing 
straight ahead through a slot in the roof forward ; but as 
this for some reason could not be used, it was lashed in 
its place. Her dimensions were : length 128 feet, beam 26 
feet, depth 12^ feet. She had twin screws, and at this time 
one engine was running at high pressure and the other at 
low, both being in bad order, so that she could only steam 
six knots ; but carrying the current with her she struck the 
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Eichmond with a speed of from nine to ten. Although after- 
ward bought by the Confederate Government, she at this 
time still belonged to private parties ; but as her captain, 
pilot, and most of the other officers refused to go in her. 
Lieutenant A. F. Warley, of the Confederate Navy, was 
ordered to the command by Commodore Hollins. In the 
collision her prow was wrenched off, her smoke-stack carried 
away and the condenser of the low-pressure engine gave out, 
which accounts for her "remaining under the Richmond's 
quarter,^* " dropping astern," and " lying quietly abeam of the 
Preble, apparently hesitating whether to come at her or not." 
As soon as possible she limped off under her remaining engine. 

Although it was known to the officers of the Union fleet 
that the enemy had a ram up the river, it does not appear 
that any preparation' for defence had been made, or plan of 
action adopted. Even the commonplace precaution of sen^ 
ing out a picket-boat had not been taken. The attack, there- 
fore, was a surprise, not only in the ordinary sense of the word, 
but, so far as appears, in finding the officer in command with- 
out any formed ideas as to what he would do if she came 
down. '' The whole affair came upon me so suddenly that 
no time was left for reflection, but called for immediate 
action." These are his own words. The natural outcome 
of not having his resources in hand was a hasty retreat before 
an enemy whose force he now exaggerated and with whom 
he was not prepared to deal ; a move which brought intense 
mortification to himself and in a measure to the service. 

It is a relief to say that the Water Witch, a small vessel 
of under four hundred tons, with three light guns, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Francis Winslow, held her ground, 
steaming up beyond the fire-rafts until daylight showed her 
the larger vessels in retreat. 

During the night of November 7th the U. S. frigate San- 
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tee, blockading off Qalveston, sent into the harbor two boats, 
under the command of Lieutenant James E. Jouett, with the 
object of destroying the man-of-war steamer Oeneral Busk. 
The armed schooner Bojal Yacht guarding the channel was 
passed unseen, but the boats shortly after took the ground 
and were discovered. Thinking it imprudent to attack the 
steamer without the advantage of a surprise, Lieutenant 
Jouett turned upon the schooner, which was carried after a 
sharp conflict. The loss of the assailants was two killed and 
seven wounded. The schooner was burnt. 

On November 22d and 23d Flag-Officer McKean, with the 
Niagara and Richmond, made an attack upon Fort McBea 
on the western side of the entrance to Pensacola Bay ; Fort 
Pickens, on the east side, which remained in the power of the 
United States, directing its guns upon the fort and the Navy 
Tard, the latter being out of reach of the ships. The fire of 
McBea was silenced the first day ; but on the second a north- 
west wind had so lowered the water that the ships cotdd not 
get near enough to reach the fort. The affair was entirely 
indecisive, being necessarily conducted at very long range. 

Fi'om this time on, until the arrival of Flag-Officer David 
G. Farragut, a guerilla warfare was maintained along the 
coast, having always the object of making the blockade more 
effective and the conditions of the war more onerous to the 
Southern people. Though each little expedition contributed 
to this end, singly they offer nothing that it is necessary to 
chronicle here. When Farragut came the squadron was 
divided. St. Andrew's Bay, sixty miles east of Pensacola, 
was left in the East Gulf Squadron ; all west of that point 
was Farragut*s command, under the name of the Western 
Gulf Blockading Squadron. Stirring and important events 
were now at hand, before relating which the course of the 
war on the Upper Mississippi demands attention. 



CHAPTER H 

FROM CAIRO TO VICKSBURG. 

At the 37th parallel of north latitude the Ohio, which drains 
the northeast portion of the Valley of the Mississippi, enters 
that river. At the point of junction three poweiful States 
meet. Illinois, here bounded on either side by the great river 
and its tributary, lies on the north ; on the east it is separated 
by the Ohio from Kentucky, on the west by the Mississippi 
from Missouri. Of the three Illinois was devoted to the 
cause of the Union, but the allegiance of the two others, both 
slave-holding, was very doubtful at the time of the outbreak 
of hostilities. 

The general course of the Mississippi here being south, 
while that of the Ohio is southwest, the southern part of 
Illinois projects like a wedge between the two other States. 
At the extreme point of the wedge, where the rivers meet, is 
a low point of land, subject, in its xmprotected state, to fre- 
quent overflows by the rising of the waters. On this point, 
protected by dikes or levees, is built the town of Cairo, which 
from its position became, during the war, the naval arsenal 
and ddpdt of the Union flotilla operating in the Mississippi 
Valley. 

From Cairo to the mouths of the Mississippi is a distance 

of ten hundred and ninety-seven miles by the stream. So 

devious, however, is the course of the latter that the two 

points are only four hundred and eighty miles apart in a due 

1* 
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north and sonth line ; for the river, after having inclined to the 
westward till it has increased its longitnde by some two de- 
grees and a half, again bends to the east, reaching the Gulf 
on the meridian of Cairo. Throughout this long distance 
the character of the river-bed is practically unchanged. The 
stream flows through an alluvial region, beginning a few miles 
above Cairo, which is naturally subject to overflow during 
floods; but the surrounding country is protected against 
such calamities by raised embankments, or dikes, known 
throughout that region as levees. 

The river and its tributaries are subject to very great va- 
riations of height, which are often sudden and unexpected, 
but when observed through a series of years present a cer- 
tain regularity. They depend upon the rains and the melt- 
ing of the snows in their basins. The greatest average height 
is attained in the late winter and early spring months; 
another rise takes place in the early summer ; the months of 
August, September, and October give the lowest water, the 
rise following them being due to the autumnal rains. It will 
be seen at times that these rises and falls, especially when 
sudden, had their bearing upon the operations of both army 
and navy. 

At a few points of the banks high land is encountered. On 
the right, or western, bank there is but one such, at Helena, 
in the State of Arkansas, between three and four hundred 
miles below Cairo. On the left bank such points are more 
numerous. The first is at Columbus, twenty-one miles down 
the stream ; then follow the hluSa at Hickman, in Kentucky ; 
a low ridge (which also extends to the right bank) below New 
Madrid, rising from one to fifteen feet above overfiow ; the 
four Chickasaw bluf& in Tennessee, on the southernmost of 
which is the city of Memphis ; and finally a rapid succession 
of similar bluffs extending for two hundred and fifty miles. 
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at short intervals, from Yicksbnrg, in Mississippi, about six 
hundred miles below Cairo, to Baton Bonge, in Louisiana. 
Of these last Yicksburg, Grand GKilf, and Fort Hudson be- 
came the scenes of important events of the war. 

It is easy to see that each of these rare and isolated points 
afforded a position bv the fortification of which the passage 
of an enemy could be disputed, and the control of the stream 
maintained, as long as it remained in the hands of the de- 
fenders. They were all, except Columbus and Hickman, in 
territory which, by the act of secession, had become hostile 
to the Government of the United States ; and they all, not 
excepting even the two last-named, were seized and fortified 
by the Confederates. It was against this chain of defences 
that the Union forces were sent forth from either end of the 
line ; and fighting their way, step by step, and post by post, 
those from the north and those from the south met at length 
around the defences of Yicksburg. From the time of that 
meeting the narratives blend until the fall of the fortress ; 
but, prior to that time, it is necessary to tell the story of 
each separately. The northern expeditions were the first in 
the field, and to them this chapter is devoted. 

The importance of controlling the Mississippi was felt 
from the first by the United States Government. This 
importance was not only strategic ; it was impossible that 
the already powerful and fast-growing Northwestern States 
should see without grave dissatisfaction the outlet of their 
great highway pass into the hands of a foreign power. Even 
before the war the necessity to those States of controlling 
the river was an argument against the possibility of dis- 
union, at least on a line crossing it. From the military point 
of view, however, not only did the Mississippi divide the 
Confederacy, but the numerous streams directly or indirectly 
tributary to it, piercihg the country in every direction, af- 
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forded a readj means of transport for troops and their snp- 
plies in a conntiy of great extent, bnt otherwise ill-provided 
with means of carriage. From this consideration it was but 
a step to see the necessity of an inland navy for operating on 
and keeping open those waters. 

The necessity being recognized, the construction of the 
required fleet was at the first entrusted to the War Depart- 
ment, the naval officers assigned for that duty reporting to 
the military officer commanding in the West. The fleet, or 
flotilla, while under this arrangement, really constituted a 
division of the army, and its commanding officer was liable 
to interference, not only at the hands of the commander- 
in-chief, but of subordinate officers of higher rank than 
himself. 

On May 16, 1861, Commander John Bodgers was direct- 
ed to report to the War Department for this service. Under 
his direction there were purchased in Cincinnati three river- 
steamers, the Tyler, Lexington, and Conestoga. These were 
altered into gunboats by raising around them perpendicular 
oak bulwarks, Ave inches thick and proof against musketry, 
which were pierced for ports, but bore no iron plating. 
The boilers were dropped into the hold, and steam-pipes 
lowered as much as possible. The Tyler mounted six 64- 
pounders in broadside, and one 32-pounder stem gun ; the 
Lexington, four 64s and two 32s ; the Conestoga, two broad- 
side d2s and one light stem gun. After being altered, these 
vessels were taken down to Cairo, where they arrived Augpist 
12th, having been much delayed by the low state of the 
river ; one of thein being dragged by the united power of the 
three over a bar on which was one foot less water than her 
draught. 

On the 7th of August, a contract was made by the War 
Department with James B. Eads, of St. Louis, by which he 
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undertook to complete seven gunboats, and deliver them at 
Cairo on the lOtli day of October of the same year. These 
vesseb were one hundred and seventy-flve feet long and flfly 
feet beam. The propelling power was one largo paddle-wheel, 
which was placed in an opening prepared for it, midway of 
the breadth of the vessel and a little forward of tho stem, in 
BUch wise as to be materially protected by the aides and case- 
mate. This opening, which was eighteen feet wide, extended 
forward siity feet from the stern, dividing the after-body 
into two i»art8, which wore connected abaft the wheel by 
planking thrown from one aide to the other. This after-part 
was called the fantoil. The casemate extended from the 
onrve of the bow to that of the stem, and was carried across 
the deck both forward and oft, thus forming a square bos, 
whose sides sloped in and up at an angle of forty-fire de- 
grees, containing the battery, the machinery, and the paddli 
wheel. The casemate was pierced for thirteen guns, three i 
the forward end ranging directly ahead, four on each broad- 
side, and two stern guns. 

As the expectation was to fight generally bows on, the for- 
ward end of the casemate carried iron armor two and a half 
inches thick, backed by twenty-four inches of oak. The 
of the casemate was not protected by armor, except abreast 
of the boilers and engines, where there were two and a half 
inches of iron, but without backing. The stem, therefore, 
was perfectly vulnerable, as were the aides forward and abaft 
the engines. The latter were high pressure, like those of all 
Western river-boats, and, though the boilere were dropped 
into the hold as far as possible, the light draught and easily 
pierced sides left the vessels exposed in action to the fearfol 
chance of an exploded boiler. Over the casemate forward 
was ft pilot-house of conical shape, built of heavy oak, and 
plated on the forward side with S^-inch iron, on the after 
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CHAPTER H 

FROM CAIRO TO VICKSBURG. 

At the 37th parallel of north latitude the Ohio, which drains 
the northeast portion of the Valley of the Mississippi, enters 
that riyer. At the point of junction three powerful States 
meet. Illinois, here bounded on either side by the great river 
and its tributary, lies on the north ; on the east it is separated 
by the Ohio from Kentucky, on the west by the Mississippi 
from Missouri. Of the three Illinois was devoted to the 
cause of the Union, but the allegiance of the two others, both 
slave-holding, was very doubtful at the time of the outbreak 
of hostilities. 

The general course of the Mississippi here being south, 
while that of the Ohio is southwest, the southern part of 
Illinois projects like a wedge between the two other States. 
At the extreme point of the wedge, where the rivers meet, is 
a low point of land, subject, in its xmprotected state, to fre- 
quent overflows by the rising of the waters. On this point, 
protected by dikes or levees, is built the town of Cairo, which 
from its position became, during the war, the naval arsenal 
and d^pdt of the Union flotilla operating in the Mississippi 
VaUey. 

From Cairo to the mouths of the Mississippi is a distance 

of ten hundred and ninety-seven miles by the stream. So 

devious, however, is the course of the latter that the two 

points are only four hundred and eighty miles apart in a due 

1* 
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On the 6th of September Commander Bodgers was relieved 
by Captain A. H. Foote, whose name is most prominently as- 
sociated with the equipment and early operations of the Mis- 
sissippi flotilla. At that time he reported to the Secretary 
that there were three wooden gunboats in commission, nine 
irondads and thirty-eight mortar-boats building. The mor- 
tar-boats were rafts or blocks of solid timber, carrying one 
XTTT-inch mortar. 

The construction and equipment of the fleet was seriously 
delayed by the lack of money, and the general confusion in- 
cident to the vast extent of militaiy and naval preparations 
suddenly undertaken by a nation having a very small body 
of trained officers, and accustomed to raise and expend com- 
paratively insignificant amounts of money. Constant com- 
plaints were made by the x>fficers and contractors that lack of 
money prevented them from carrying on their work. The 
first of the seven ironclads was launched October 12th and 
the seven are returned by the Quartermaster's Department as 
received December 5, 1861. On the 12th of January, 1862, 
Flag-Officer Foote reported that he expected to have all the 
gunboats in commission by the 20th, but had only one-third 
crews for them. The crews were of a heterogeneous descrip- 
tion. In November a draft of five hundred were sent from 
the seaboard, which, though containing a proportion of men- 
of-war's men, had a yet larger number of coasting and mer- 
chant seamen, and of landsmen. In the West two or three 
hundred steamboat men, with a few sailors from the Lakes, 
were shipped. In case of need, deficiencies were made up 
by drafts from regiments in the army. On the 23d of De- 
cember, 1861, eleven hundred men were ordered from Wash- 
ington to be thus detailed for the fieet. Many difficulties, 
however, arose in making the transfer. General Halleck in- 
sisted that the officers of the regiments must accompany their 
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men on board, the whole body to be regarded as marines 
and to owe obedience to no naval officer except the com- 
mander of the gunboat. Foote refused this, saying it would 
be ruinous to discipline ; that the second in command, or 
executive officer, by well-established naval usage, controlled 
all officers, even though senior in rank to himself ; and that 
there were no quarters for so many more officers, for whom, 
moreover, he had no use. Later on Foote writes to the Navy 
Department that not more than fifty men had joined from 
the army, though many had volunteered ; the derangement 
of companies and regiments being the reason assigned for 
not sending the others. It does not appear that more than 
these fifty came at that time. There is no more nnsatisfac- 
tory method of getting a crew than by drafts from the com- 
mands of other men. Human nature is rarely equal to part- 
ing with any but the worst ; and Foote had so much trouble 
with a subsequent detachment that he said he would rather 
go into action half manned than take another draft from the 
army. In each vessel the commander was the only trained 
naval officer, and upon him devolved the labor of organizing 
and drilling this mixed multitude. In charge of and respon- 
sible for the whole was the flag-officer, to whom, though under 
the orders of General Fremont, the latter had given full dis- 
cretion. 

Meanwhile the three wooden gunboats had not been idle 
during the preparation of the main ironclad fleet. Arriving 
at Cairo, as has been stated, on the 12th of August, the ne- 
cessity for action soon arose. During the early months of 
the war the State of Kentucky had announced her intention 
of remaining a neutral between the contending parties. 
Neither of the latter was willing to precipitate her, by an in- 
Yasion of her soil, into the arms of the other, and for some 
time the operations of the Confederates were confined to 
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Tennessee, sonth of her borders, the United States troops 
remaining north of the Ohio. On September 4th, however, 
the Confederates crossed the line and occapied in force the 
blnfifs at Columbns and ELickman, which they proceeded at 
once to fortify. The military district abont Cairo was then 
under the command of General Gh»nt, who immediately 
moved np the Ohio, and seized Padncah, at the month of the 
Tennessee Biver, and Smithland, at the mouth of the Cumber- 
land. These two rivers enter the Ohio ten miles apart, forty 
and fifty miles above Cairo. Bising in the Cumberland and 
Alleghany Mountains, their course leads through the heart 
of Tennessee, to which their waters give easy access through 
the greater part of the year. Two gunboats accompanied 
this movement, in which, however, there was no fighting. 

On the 10th. of September, the Lexington, Commander 
Stembel, and Conestoga, Lieutenant-Commanding Phelps, 
went down the Mississippi, covering an advance of troops on 
the Missouri side. A brisk cannonade followed between the 
boats and the Confederate artillery, and shots were exchanged 
with the gpinboat Yankee. On the 24th, Captain Foote, by 
order of General Fremont, moved in the Lexington up the 
Ohio River to Owensboro. The Conestoga was to have accom- 
panied this movement, but she was up the Cumberland or 
Tennessee at the time ; aniving later she remained, by order, 
at Owensboro till the falling of the river compelled her to 
return, there being on some of the bars less water than she 
drew. A few days later this active little vessel showed her- 
self again on the Mississippi, near Columbus, endeavoring to 
reach a Confederate gunboat that lay under the guns of the 
works ; then again on the Tennessee, which she ascended as 
far as the Tennessee State Line, reconnoitring Fort Henry, 
subsequently the scene of Foote's first decisive victory over 
the enemy. Two days later the Cumberland was entered for 
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the distance of sixty miles. On the 28th of October, accom- 
panied by a transport and some companies of troops, she 
again ascended the Cumberland, and broke up a Confederate 
camp, the enemy losing several killed and wounded. The 
frequent appearances of these vessels, while productive of 
no material effect beyond the capture or destruction of Con- 
federate property, were of service in keeping alive the at- 
tachment to the Union where it existed. The crews of the 
gunboats also became accustomed to the presence of the 
enemy, and to the feeling of being under fire. 

On the 7th of November a more serious affair took place. 
The evening before, the gunboats Tyler, Commander Walke, 
and Lexington, Commander Stembel, convoyed transports 
containing three thousand troops, under the command of 
General Grant, down the Mississippi as far as Norfolk, eight 
miles, where they anchored on the east side of the river. 
The following day the troops landed at Belmont, which is op- 
posite Columbus and under the guns of that place. The 
Confederate troops were easily defeated and driven to the 
river's edge, where they took refuge on their transports. 
During this time the gunboats engaged the batteries on the 
Iron Banks, as the part of the bluff above the town is called. 
The heavy guns of the enemy, from their commanding posi- 
tion, threw easily over the boats*, reaching even to and be- 
yond the transports on the opposite shore up stream. Under 
Commander Walke*s direction the transports were moved 
further up, out of range. 

Meanwhile the enemy was pushing reinforcements across . 
the stream below the works, and the Union forces, having ac- 
complished the diversion which was the sole object of the ex- 
pedition, began to fall back to theii: transports. It would 
seem that the troops, yet unaccustomed to war, had been 
somewhat disordered by their victory, so that the return was 
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not accomplished as rapidly as was desirable, the enemy 
pressing down npon the transports. At this moment the 
gpinboats, from a favorable position, opened upon them with 
grape, canister, and five-second shell, silencing them with 
great slaughter. When the transports were under way the 
two gunboats followed in the rear, covering the retreat till 
the enemy ceased to follow. 

In this succession of encounters the Tyler lost one man 
killed and two wounded. The Lexington escaped without 
loss. 

When a few miles up the river on the return, General Mo- 
Glemand, ascertaining that some of the troops had not em- 
barked, directed the gunboats to go back for them, the 
general himself landing to await their return. This service 
was performed, some 40 prisoners being taken on board 
along with the troops. 

In his official report of this, the first of his many gallant 
actions on the rivers. Commander Walke praises warmly the 
efficiency as well as the zeal of the crews of the -gunboats, 
though as yet so new to their duties. 

The flotilla being at this time under the War Department, 
as has been already stated, its officers, each and all, were 
liable to orders from any army officer of superior rank to 
them. Without expressing a decided opinion as to the ad- 
visability of this arrangement under the circumstances then 
existing, it was entirely contrary to the established rule by 
which, when military and naval forces are acting together, 
the commander of each branch decides what he can or can 
not do, and is not under the control of the other, whatever 
the relative rank. At this time Captain Foote himself had 
only the rank of colonel, and found, to use his own expres- 
sion, that " every brigadier could interfere with him." On 
the 13th of November, 1861, he received the appointment 
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of flag-officer, which gave him the same rank as a major- 
general, and put him above the orders of any except the 
commander-in-chief of the department. Still the snbordinate 
naval officers were liable to orders at any time from any gen- 
eral with whom they might be, without the knowledge of the 
flag-officer. It is creditable to the good feeling and sense of 
duty of both the army and navy that no serious difficulty 
arose from this anomalous condition of afiGsdrs, which came to 
ah end in July, 1862, when the fleet was transferred to the 
Navy Department. 

After the battle of Belmont nothing of importance occurred 
in the year 1861. The work on the ironclads was pushed 
on, and there are traces of the reconnoissances by the gun- 
boats in the rivers. In January, 1862, some tentative move- 
ments, having no particular result, were made in the direc- 
tion of Columbus and up the Tennessee. There was a great 
desire to get the mortar-boats completed, but they were not 
ready in time for the opening operations at Fort Henry and 
Donelson, their armaments not having arrived. 

On the 2d of February, Flag-Officer Foote left Cairo for 
Paducah, arriving the same evening. There were assembled 
the four armored gunboats, Essex, Commander Wm. D. 
Porter ; Carondelet, Commander Walke ; St. Louis, Lieuten- 
ant Paulding ; and Cincinnati, Commander Stembel ; as well 
as the three wooden gunboats, Conestoga, Lieutenant Phelps ; 
Tyler, Lieutenant Gwin ; and Lexington, Lieutenant Shirk. 
The object of the expedition was to attack, conjointly with 
the army, Fort Henry on the Tennessee, and, after reducing 
the fort, to destroy the railroad bridge over the river con- 
necting Bowling Green with Columbus. The flag-officer de- 
plored that scarcity of men prevented his coming with four 
other boats, but to man those he brought it had been neces- 
sary to strip Cairo of all men except a crew for one gunboat. 
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Only 50 men of the 1,100 promised on December 2dd bad 
been received from the army. 

Fort Henry was an earthwork with five bastions, situated 
on the east bank of the Tennessee Biver, on low ground, but 
in a position where a slight bend in the stream gave it com- 
mand of the stretch below for two or three miles. It 
mounted twenty guns, but of these only twelve bore ux)on 
the ascending fleet. These twelve were : one X-inch co- 
lumbiad, one 60-pounder rifle, two 42- and eight 32-pound- 
ers. The plan of attack was simple. The armored gunboats 
advanced in the flrst order of steaming, in line abreast, 
fighting their bow guns, of which eleven were brought into 
action by the four. The flag-officer purposed by continually 
advancing, or, if necessary, falling back, to constantly alter 
the range, thus causing error in the elevation of the enemy's 
guns, presenting, at the same time, the least vulnerable part, 
the bow, to his fire. The ves^^els kept their line by the flag- 
ship Cincinnati. The other orders were matters of detail, 
the most important being to fire accurately rather than with 
undue rapidity. The wooden gunboats formed a second line 
as 'em, and to the right of the main division. 

Two days previous to the action there were heavy rains 
which impeded the movements of the troops, caused the 
rivers to rise, and brought down a quantity of drift-wood and 
trees. The same flood swept from their moorings a number 
of torpedoes, planted by the Confederates, which were grap- 
pled with and towed ashore by the wooden gunboats. 

Half an hour after noon on the 6th, the fleet, having 
waited in vain for the army, which was detained by the con- 
dition of the roads, advanced to the attack. The armored 
vessels opened fire, the flag-ship beginning, at seventeen 
hundred yards distance, and continued steaming steadily 
ahead to within six hundred yards of the fort. As the dis- 



PROM CAIRO TO VICKSBURG. 23 

tance decreased, the fire on both sides increased in rapidity 
and accuracy. An hour after the action began the 60-pound 
rifle in the fort burst, and soon after the priming wire of the 
10-inch columbiad jammed and broke in the vent, thus spik- 
ing the gun, which could not be relieved. The balance of 
force was, however, at once more than restored, for a shot from 
the fort pierced the casemate of the Essex over the port bow 
gun, ranged aft, and killing a master's mate in its flight, 
passed through the middle boiler. The rush of high-pressure 
steam scalded almost all in the forward part of the casemate, 
including her commander and her two pilots in the pilot- 
house. Many of the victims threw themselves into the water, 
and the vessel, disabled, drifted down with the current out of 
action. The contest was vigorously continued by the three 
remaining boats, and at 1.45 p.m. the Confederate flag was 
lowered. The commanding officer. General Tilghman, came 
on board and surrendered the fort and garrison to the 
fleet; but the greater part of the Confederate forces had 
been previously withdrawn to Port Donelson, twelve miles 
distant, on the Cumberland. Upon the arrival of the army 
the fort and material captured were turned over to the gen- 
eral commanding. 

In this sharp and decisive action the gunboats showed 
themselves well fitted to contend with most of the guns at 
that time to be found upon the rivers, provided they could 
fight bows on. Though repeatedly struck, the flag-ship 
as often as thirty-one times, the armor proved sufficient to 
deflect or resist the impact of the projectiles. The disaster, 
however, that befel the Essex made fearfully apparent a class 
of accidents to which they were exposed, and ^from which 
more than one boat, on either side, on the Western waters 
subsequently suffered. The fleet lost two killed and nine 
wounded, besides twenty-eight scalded, many of whom died. 
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The Essex had also nineteen soldiers on board ; nine of whom 
were scalded, four fatally. 

The surrender of the fort was determined by the destmc- 
tion of its armament. Of the twelve guns, seven, by the 
commander's report, were disabled when the flag was hauled 
down. One had burst in discharging, the rest were put out 
of action by the fire of the fleet. The casualties were few, 
not exceeding twenty killed and wounded. 

Flag-OfGlcer Foote, having turned over his capture to the 
army, returned the same evening to Cairo with three ar- 
mored vessels, leaving the Carondelet. At the same time 
the three wooden gimboats, in obedience to orders issued 
before the battle, started up river under the command of 
Lieutenant Phelps, reaching the railroad bridge, twenty- 
five miles up, after dark. Here the machinery for turning 
the draw was found to be disabled, while on the other side 
were to be seen some transport steamers escaping up stream. 
An hour was required to open the draw, when two of the 
boats proceeded in chase of the transports, the Tyler, as the 
slowest, being left to destroy the track as far as possible. 
Three of the Confederate steamers, loaded with military stores, 
two of them with explosives, were run ashore and fired. 
The Union gunboats stopped half a mile below the scene, but 
even at that distance the force of the explosion shattered 
glasses, forced open doors, and raised the light upper decks. 

The Lexington, having destroyed the trestle-work at the 
end of the bridge, rejoined the following morning ; and the 
three boats, continuing their raid, arrived the next night at 
Cerro Gordo, near the Mississippi line. Here was seized a 
large steamer called the Eastport, which the Confederates 
were altering into a gunboat. There being at this point 
large quantities of limiber, the Tyler was left to ship it and 
guard the pnze. 
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The following day, the 8th, the two boats continued up 
river, passing through the northern part of the States of 
Mississippi and Alabama, to Florence, where the Muscle 
Shoals prevented their farther progress. On the way two 
more steamers were seized, and three were set on fire by the 
enemy as they approached Florence. Returning the same 
night, upon information received that a Confederate camp 
was established at Savannah, Tennessee, on the bank of the 
river, a party was landed, which found the enemy gone, but 
seized or destroyed the camp equipage and stores left behind. 
The expedition reached Cairo again on the 11th, bringing 
with it the Eastport and one other of the captured steamers. 
The Eastport had been intended by the Confederates for a 
gunboat, and was in process of conversion when captured. 
Lieutenant Phelps reported her machinery in first-rate order 
and the boilers dropped into the hold. Her hull had been 
sheathed with oak planking and the bulkheads, forward, 
aft, and thwartships, were of oak and of the best work- 
manship. Her beautiful model, speed, and manageable 
qualities made her specially desirable for the Union fleet, 
and she was taken into the service. Two years later she was 
sunk by torpedoes in the Red River, and, though x'ai'tially 
raised, it was found impossible to bring her over the shoals 
that lay below her. She was there blown up, her former 
captor and then commander. Lieutenant Phelps, applying 
the match. 

Lieutenant Phelps and his daring companions returned 
to Cairo just in time to join Foote on his way to Fort 
Donelson. The attack upon this position, which was much 
stronger than Fort Henry, was made against the judgment 
of the flag-officer, who did not consider the fleet as yet prop- 
erly prepared. At the urgent request of Generals Halleck 
and Grant, however, he steamed up the Cumberland River 
III.— 2 
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with three ironclads and the wooden gunboats, the Garon- 
dolet having already, at Grant's desire, moved round to 
Donelson. 

Fort Donelson was on the left bank of the Cumberland, 
twelve miles southeast of Fort Henry. The main work was 
on a bluff about a hundred feet high, at a bend conmianding 
the river below. On the slope of the ridge, looking down 
stream, were two water batteries, with which alone the fleet 
had to do. The lower and principal one mounted eight 
32-pounders and a X-inch columbiad ; in the upper there 
were two 32-pounder carronades and one gun of the size of a 
X-inch smooth-bore, but rifled with the bore of a 32-pounder 
and said to throw a shot of one hundred and twenty-eight 
})ounds. Both batteries were excavated in the hillside, and 
the lower had traverses between the guns to protect them 
from an enfilading Are, in case the boats should pass their 
front and attack them from above. At the time of the fight 
those batteries were thirty-two feet above the level of the 
river. 

General Grant arrived before the works at noon of Feb- 
ruary 12th. The gunboat Carondelet, Commander Walke, 
came up about an hour earlier. At 10 a.m. on the 131h, the 
gunboat, at the general's request, opened fire on the bat- 
teries at a distance of a mile and a quarter, sheltering hei-self 
partly behind a jutting point of the river, and continued a 
deliberate cannonade with her bow guns for six hours, after 
which she withdrew. In this time she had thrown in one 
hundred and eighty shell, and was twice struck by the en- 
emy, half a dozen of her people being slightly injured by 
splinters. On the side of the enemy an engineer officer was 
killed by her fire. 

The fleet arrived that evening, and attacked the following 
day at 3 p.m. There were, besides the Carondelet, the ar- 
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mored gunboats St. Louis, Lieutenant Paulding ; Louisville, 
Commander Dove ; and Pittsburg, Lieutenant E. Thompson ; 
and the wooden vessels Oonestoga and Tyler, commanded as 
before. The order of steaming was the same as at Henry, 
the wooden boats in the rear throwing their shell over the 
armored vessels. The fleet reserved its fire till within a 
mile, when it opened and advanced rapidly to within six 
hundred yards of the works, closing up later to four hun- 
dred yards. The fight was obstinately sustained on both 
sides, and, notwithstanding the commanding position of the 
batteries, strong hopes were felt on board the fleet of si- 
lencing the guns, which the enemy began to desert, when, at 
4.30 P.M., the wheel of the flag-ship St. Louis and the tiller 
of the Louisville were shot away. The two boats, thus 
rendered unmanageable, drifted down the river; and their 
consorts, no longer able to maintain the unequal contest, 
withdrew. The enemy returned at once to their guns, and 
inflicted much injury on the retiring vessels. 

Notwithstanding its failure, the tenacity and fighting 
qualities of the fleet were more markedly proved in this 
action than in the victory at Henry. The vessels were 
stnick more frequently (the flag-ship fifty-nine times, and 
none less than twenty), and though the power of the enemy's 
guns was about the same in each case, the height and char- 
acter of the soil at Donelson placed the fleet at a great dis- 
advantage. The fire from above, reaching their sloping 
armor nearly at right angles, searched every weak point. 
Upon the Carondelet a rifled gun burst. The pilot-houses 
were beaten in, and three of the four pilots received mortal 
wounds. Despite these injuries, and the loss of fifty-four 
killed and wounded, the fleet was only shaken from its hold 
by accidents to the steering apparatus, after which their bat- 
teries could not be brought to bear. 
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Among the injured on this occasion was the flag-officer, 
who was standing by the pilot when the latter was killed. 
Two splinters struck him in the arm and foot, inflicting 
wounds apparently slight ; but the latter, amid the exposure 
and anxiety of the succeeding operations, did not heal, and 
finally compelled him, three months later, to give np the 
command. 

On the 16l;h the Confederates, after an unsuccessful attempt 
to cut their way through the investing army, hopeless of a 
successful resistance, surrendered at discretion to (General 
Grant. The capture of this post left the way open to Nash- 
ville, the capital of Tennessee, and the flag-officer was anx- 
ious to press on with fresh boats brought up from Cairo ; but 
was prevented by peremptoiy orders from General Halleck, 
commanding the Department. As it was, however, Nashville 
fell on the 25th. 

After the fall of Fort Donelson and the successful opera- 
tions in Missouri, the position at Columbus was no longer 
tenable. On the 23d Flag-Officer Foote made a reconnois- 
sance in force in that direction, but no signs of the intent to 
abandon were as yet perceived. On March 1st, Lieutenant 
Phelps, being sent with a flag of truce, reported the post in 
process of being evacuated, and on the 4th it was in x>osses- 
sion of the Union forces. The Confederates had removed 
the greater part of their artillery to Island No. 10. 

About this time, March 1st, Lieutenant Gwin, commanding 
the Lexington and Tyler on the Tennessee, hearing that the 
Confederates were fortifying Pittsburg Landing, proceeded 
to that i)oint, carrying with him two companies of sharp- 
shooters. The enemy was readily dislodged, and Lieutenant 
Gwin continued in the neighborhood to watch and frustrate 
any similar attempts. This was the point chosen a few 
weeks later for the conceutmtion of the Union army, to 
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which Lieutenant Gwin was again to render invaluable ser- 
vice. 

After the fall of Columbus no attempt was made to hold 
Hickman, but the Confederates fell back upon Island No. 10 
and the adjacent banks of the Mississippi to make their next 
stand for the control of the river. The island, which has its 
name (if it can be called a name) from its position in the 
numerical series of islands below Cairo, is just abreast the 
line dividing Kentucky frdm Tennessee. The position was 
singularly strong against attacks from above, and for some 
time before the evacuation of Columbus the enemy, in an- 
ticipation of that event, had been fortifying both the island 
and the Tennessee and Missouri shores. It will be neces- 
sary to describe the natural features and the defences some- 
what in detail. 

Prom a point about four miles above Island No. 10 the 
river flows south three miles, then sweeps round to the west 
and north, forming a horse-shoe bend of which the two ends 
are east and west from each other. Where the first horse- 
shoe ends a second begins; the river continuing to flow 
north, then west and south to Point Pleasant on the Mis- 
souri shore. The two bends taken together form an inverted 
S {(\f). In making this detour, the river, as far as Point 
Pleasant, a distance of twelve miles, gains but three miles 
to the south. Island No. 10 lay at the bottom of the flrst 
bend, near the left bank. It was about two miles long by one- 
third that distance wide, and its general direction was nearly 
east and west. New Madrid, on the Missouri bank, is in the 
second bend, where the course of the river is changing from 
west to south. The right bank of the stream is in Missouri, 
the left bank partly in Kentucky and partly in Tennessee. 
From Point Pleasant the river runs southeast to Tiptonville, 
in Tennessee, the extreme point of the ensuing operations. 
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When Columbus fell the whole of this position was in the 
hands of the Confederates, who had fortified themselves at 
New Madrid, and thrown up batteries on the island as well 
as on the Tennessee shore above it. On the island itself 
were four batteries mounting twenty-three guns, on the 
Tennessee shore six batteries mounting thirty-two guns. 
There was also a floating battery, which, at the beginning of 
operations, was moored abreast the middle of the island, and 
is variously reported as carrying nine or ten IX-inch g^uns. 
New Madrid, with its works, was taken by General Pope be- 
fore the arrival of the flotilla. 

The position of the enemy, though thus x)owerful against 
attack, was one of great isolation. From Hickman a great 
swamp, which afterward becomes Eeelfoot Lake, extends 
along the left bank of the Mississippi, discharging its waters 
into the river forty miles below Tiptonville. A mile below 
Tiptonville begin the great swamps, extending down both 
sides of the Mississippi for a distance of sixty miles. The 
enemy therefore had the river in his front, and behind him 
a swamp, impassable to any great extent for either men or 
supplies in the then high state of the river. The only way 
of receiving help, or of escaping, in case the position became 
uhtenable, was by way of Tiptonville, to which a good road 
led. It will be remembered that between New Madrid and 
Point Pleasant there is a low ridge of land, rising from one 
to fifteen feet above overflow. 

As soon as New Madrid was reduced. General Pope busied 
himself in establishing a series of batteries at several prom- 
inent points along the right bank, as far down as opposite 
Tiptonville. The river was thus practically closed to the 
enemy's transports, for their gunboats were unable to drive 
out the Union gunners. Escape was thus rendered imprac- 
ticable, and the idtimate reduction of the place assured ; but 



FROM CAIRO TO VICKSBURG. 31 

to bring about a speedy favorable result it was necessary for 
the army to cross the river and come upon the rear of the 
enemy. The latter, recognizing this fact, began the erection 
of batteries along the shore from the island down to Tipton- 
ville. 

On the 15th of March the fleet arrived in the neighborhood 
of Island No. 10. There were six ironclads, one of which 
was the Benton carrying the flag-officer's flag, and ten mor- 
tar-boats. The weather was unfavorable for opening the 
attack, but on the 16th the mortar-boats were placed in posi- 
tion, reaching at extreme range all the batteries, as well on 
the Tennessee shore as on the island. On the 17th an attack 
was made by all the gunboats, but at the long range of two 
thousand yards. The river was high and the current rapid, 
rendering it very difficult to manage the boats. A serious 
injury, such as had been received at Henry and at Donelson, 
would have caused the crippled boat to drift at once into 
the enemy's arms ; and an approach nearer than that men- 
tioned would have exposed the unarmored sides of the ves- 
sels, their most vulnerable parts, to the fire of the batteries. 
The fleet of the flag-officer was thought none too strong to 
defend the Upper Mississippi Valley against the enemy's gun- 
boats, of whose number and power formidable accounts were 
continually received ; while the fall of No. 10 would neces- 
sarily be brought about in time, as that of Fort Pillow after- 
ward was, by the advance of the army through Tennessee. 
Under these circumstances, it cannot be doubted that Foote 
was justified in not exposing his vessels to the risks of a 
closer action ; but to a man of his temperament the meagre 
results of long-range firing must have been peculiarly trying. 

The bombardment continued throughout the month. 
Meanwhile the army under Pope was cutting a canal through 
the swamps on the Missouii side, by which, when completed 
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on the 4tb of April, light trmnsport steunen irere able to go 
from the Mississippi above, to New Madrid below, lalazid No. 
10 withont passing under the batteries. 

On the night of the 1st of April an armed boat expedi- 
tion, nnder the command of Master J. T. Johnson, canring, 
besides the boat's crew, fifty soldiers under the command 
of Colonel Roberts of the Forty -second Illinois Regiment, 
landed at the upper battery on the Tennessee shore. No re- 
sistance was experienced, and, after the g^unshad been spiked 
by the troops, the expedition returned without loss to the 
ships. In a despatch dated March 20th the flag-officer had 
written : " When the object of running the blockade becomes 
adequate to the risk I shall not hesitate to do it." With the 
passage of the transports through the canal, enabling the 
troops to cross if properly protect«l, the time had come. 
The exploit of Colonel Roberts was believed to have disabled 
one battery, and on the 4th of the month, the floating bat- 
tery before the island, after a severe cannonade by the gun- 
boats and mortars, cut loose from ht^r moorings and drifted 
down the river. It is improbable that she was prepared, in 
her new position, for the events of the night. 

At ten o'clock that evening the gunboat Carondelet, Com- 
mander Henry Walke, left her anchorage, during a heavy 
thunder-storm, and successfully ran the batteries, reaching 
New Madrid at 1 a.m. The orders to execute this daring 
move were delivered to Captain Walke on the 30th of March. 
The vessel was immediately prepared. Her decks were cov- 
ered with extra thicknesses of planking ; the chain cables 
were brought up from below and rang ed as an additional pro- 
tection. Lumber and cord- wood wt3re piled thickly round 
the boilers, and arrangements made i'or letting the steam es- 
cape through the wheel-houses, to avoid the puffing noise 
ordinarily issuing from the pipes. The pilot-house, for ad- 
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ditional security, was wrapped to a tliickness of eighteen 
inches in the coils of a large hawser. A barge, loaded with 
bales of hay, was made fast on the x>ort quarter of the vessel, 
to protect the magazine. 

The moon set at ten o'clock, and then too was felt the first 
breath of a thunder-storm, which had been for some time 
gathering. The Garondelet swung from her moorings and 
started down the stream. The guns were run in and ports 
closed. No light was allowed about the decks. Within the 
darkened casemate or the pilot-house all her crew, save 
two, stood in silence, fully armed to repel boarding, should 
boarding be attempted. The storm burst in full violence as 
soon as her head was fairly down stream. The flashes of 
lightning showed her presence to the Confederates who rapidly 
manned their guns, and whose excited shouts and conmiands 
were plainly heard on board as the boat passed close under 
the batteries. On deck, exposed alike to the storm and to 
the enemy's fire, were two men ; one, Charles Wilson, a sea- 
man, heaving the lead, standing sometimes knee-deep in the 
water that boiled over the forecastle ; the other, an officer, 
Theodore Gilmore, on the upper deck forward, repeating to 
the pilot the leadsman's muttered ** No bottom." The storm 
spread its sheltering wing over the gallant vessel, baffling the 
excited efforts of the enemy, before whose eyes she floated 
like a phantom ship ; now wrapped in impenetrable darkness, 
now standing forth in the full blaze of the lightning close 
under their guns. The friendly flashes enabled her pilot, 
William R. Hoel, who had volunteered from another gunboat 
to share the fortunes of the night, to keep her in the channel ; 
once only, in a longer interval between them, did the vessel 
get a dangerous sheer toward a shoal, but the peril was re- 
vealed in time to avoid it. Not till the firing had ceased did 
the squall abate. 
2* 



34 THE GULF AND INLAND WATEB8. 

m 

The passage of the Garondelet was not only one of the 
most daring and dramatic events of the war ; it was also the 
death-blow to the Confederate defence of this position. The 
concluding events followed in rapid succession. Having 
passed the island, as related, on the night of the 4th, the 
Garondelet on the 6th made a reconnoissance down the river 
as far as Tiptonville, with General Granger on board, ex- 
changing shots with the Gonfederate batteries, at one of 
which a landing was made and the guns spiked. That night 
the Pittsburg also passed the island, and at 6.30 a.m. of the 
7th the Garondelet got under way, in concert with Pope's op- 
erations, went down the river, followed after an interval by 
the Pittsbui'g, and engaged the enemy's batteries, beginning 
with the lowest. This was silenced in three-quarters of an 
hour, and the others made little resistance. The Garondelet 
then signalled her success to the general and returned to cover 
the crossing of the army, which began at once. The enemy 
evacuated their works, pushing down toward Tiptonville, but 
there were actually no means for them to escape, caught be- 
tween the swamps and the river. Seven thousand men laid 
down their arms, three of whom were general officers. At ten 
o'clock that evening the island and garrison surrendered to 
the navy, just three days to an hour after the Garondelet 
started on her hazardous voyage. How much of this result 
was due to the Garondelet and Pittsburg may be measured 
by Pope's words to the flag-officer ; ** The lives of thousands 
of men and the success of our operations hang upon your 
decision ; with two gunboats all >is safe, with one it is un- 
certain." 

The passage of a vessel before the guns of a fortress under 
cover of night came to be thought less dangerous in the 
course of the war. To do full justice to the great gallantry 
shown by Gommander Walke, it should be remembered that 
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this was done by a single vessel three weeks before Farragnt 
passed the forts down the river with a fleet, among the mem- 
bers of which the enemy's Are was distracted and divided ; 
and that when Foote asked the opinion of his subordinate 
commanders as to the advisability of making the attempt, 
all, save one, *' believed that it would result in the almost 
certain destruction of the boats, passing six forts under the 
fire of fifty guns." This was also the opinion of Lieutenant 
Averett, of the Confederate navy, who commanded the float- 
ing battery at the island — a young officer, but of clear and 
calm judgment. **I do not believe it is imx)ossible," he 
wrote to Commodore Hollins, " for the enemy to run a part 
of his gunboats past in the night ; but those that I have seen 
are slow and hard to turn, and it is probable that he would 
lose some, if not all, in the attempt." Walke alone in the 
council of captains favored the trial, though the others 
would doubtless have undertaken it as cheerfully as he did. 
The daring displayed in this deed, which, to use the flag- 
officer's words, Walke "so willingly undertook," must be 
measured by the then prevalent opinion and not in the light 
of subsequent experience. Subsequent experience, indeed, 
showed that the danger, if over-estimated, was still suffi- 
ciently great. 

Justly, then, did it fall to Walke's lot to bear the most 
conspicuous part in the following events, ending with the 
surrender. No less praise, however, is due to the flag-officer 
for the part he bore in this, the ^closing success of his career. 
There bore upon him the resx)onsibility of safe-guarding all 
the Upper Mississippi, with its tributary waters, while at the 
same time the pressure of public opinion, and the avowed 
impatience of the army officer with whom he was co-operat- 
ing, were stinging him to action. He had borne for months 
the strain of overwork with inadequate tools ; his health was 
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impaired, and bin whole system disordered from the efiects 
of his unhealed wound. Farragut Lad not then entered the 
mouth of the Mississippi, and the remit of his enterprise was 
vet in the unknown future. Bepoits, now known to be ez- 
aggoratcd, but then accepted, magnified the power of the 
Confederate fleet in the lower waters. Against these noth- 
ing stood, nor was soon likely, as it then seemed, to stand 
except Footers ironclads. He was light, then, in his refusal 
to risk his vessels. He showed judgment and decision in 
resisting the pi*essure, amounting almost to a taunt, brought 
upon him. Then, when it became evident that the transports 
could be brought through the can:U, he took what he be- 
lieved to be a desperate risk, showirg that no lack of power 
to assume responsibility liad deterred him before. 

In the years since 18G2, Island No. 10, the scene of so 
much interest and energy, has disappeared. The river, con- 
stantly wearing at its upper end, has little by little swept 
away the whole, and the deej) current now runs over the 
place where the Confederate guns stood, as well as through 
the channel by which the Carondelet passed. On the other 
shore a new No. 10 has risen, not standing as the old one, in 
the stream with a channel on either side, but near a point 
and surrounded by shoal water. It has perhaps gathered 
around a steamer, which was sunk by the Confederates to 
block the passage through a chute then existing across the 
opposite point. 

While Walke was protecting Pope's crossing, two other 
gunboats were rendering valuable service to another army a 
hundred miles away, on the Tennessee River. The United 
States forces at Pittsburg Landing, under General Grant, were 
attacked by the Confederates in force in the early morning 
of April 6th. The battle continued with fury all day, the 
enemy driving the centre of the army back half way from 
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their camps to the river, and at a late hour in the afternoon 
making a desperate attempt to turn the left, so as to get pos- 
session of the landing and transports. Lieutenant Gwin, 
commanding the Tyler, and senior officer present, sent at 1.30 
P.M. to ask permission to open fire. General Hurlburt, com- 
manding on the left, indicated, in reply, the direction of the 
enemy and of his own forces, saying, at the same time, that 
without reinforcements he would not be able to maintain his 
then position for an hour. At 2.50 the Tyler opened fire as 
indicated, with good effect, silencing their batteries. At 3.50 
the Tyler ceased firing to communicate with General Grant, 
who directed her commander to use his own judgment. At 
4 P.M. the Lexington, Lieutenant Shirk, arrived, and the 
two boats began shelling from a position three-quarters of a 
mile above the landing, silencing the Confederate batteries 
in thirty minutes. At 5.30 p.m., the enemy having succeeded 
in gaining a position on the Union left, an eighth of a mile 
above the landing and half a mile from the river, both ves- 
sels opened fire upon them, in conjunction with the field 
batteries of the army, and drove them back in confusion. 

The army being largely outnumbered during the day, and 
forced steadily back, the presence and services of the two 
gunboats, when the most desperate attacks of the enemy were 
made, were of the utmost value, and most effectual in en- 
abling that part of our line to be held until the arrival of 
the advance of BuelFs army from Nashville, about 5 p.m., 
allowed the left to be reinforced and restored the fortunes of 
the day. During the night, by request of General Nelson, 
the gunboats threw a shell every fifteen minutes into the 
camp of the enemy. 

CSonsidering the insignificant and vulnerable character of 
these two wooden boats, it may not be amiss to quote the 
language of the two commanders-in-chief touching their ser- 
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yices ; the more so as the gallant jofing officers who directed 
their movements are both dead, Gwin, later in the war, los- 
ing his life in action. General Grant says : " At a late honr 
in the afternoon a desperate attempt was made to turn our 
left and get possession of the landing, transports, etc. This 
point was guarded by the gunboats Tyler and Lexington, 
Captains Gwin and Shirk, United States Navy, commanding, 
four 20-pounder Parrotts, and a battery of rifled guns. As 
there is a deep and impassable ravine for artillery and cav- 
alry, and very difficult for infantry, at this point, no troops 
were stationed here, except the necessary artillerists and a 
small infantry force for their sui^port. Just at this moment 
the advance of Major-General BuelFs column (a part of the 
division under General Nelson) arrived, the two generals 
named both being present. An advance was immediately 
made upon the point of attack, and the enemy soon driven 
back. In this repulse much is due to the presence of the 
gunboats." In the report in which these words occur it is 
unfortunately not made clear how much was due to the gun- 
boats before Buell and Nelson arrived. 

The Confederate commander, on the other hand, states 
that, as the result of the attack on the left, the " enemy broke 
and sought refuge behind a commanding eminence covering 
the Pittsburg Landing, not more than half a mile distant, un- 
der the guns of the gunboats, which opened a fierce and an- 
noying fire with shot and shell of the heaviest description." 
Among the reasons for not being able to cope with the Union 
forces next day, he alleges that " during the night the enemy 
broke the men's rest by a discharge, at measured intervals, of 
heavy shells thrown from the gunboats ; " and further on he 
speaks of the army as " sheltered by such an auxiliary as their 
gunboats." The impression among Confederates there pres- 
ent was that the gunboats saved th3 army by saving the land- 
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ing and transports, while daring the night the shrieking of 
the Vm-inch shells through the woods, tearing down branches 
and trees in their flight, and then sharply exploding, was de- 
moralizing to a degree. The nervous strain caused by watch- 
ing for the repetition, at measured intervals, of a painful 
sensation is known to most. 

General Hurlburt, commanding on the left during the 
fiercest of the onslaught, and until the arrival of Buell and 
Nelson, reports : **rrom my own observation and the state- 
ment of prisoners his (Gwin's) Are was most effectual in stop- 
ping the advance of the enemy on Sunday afternoon and 
night." 

Island No. 10 fell on the 7th. On the 11th Foote started 
down the river with the flotilla, anchoring the evening of 
the 12th fifty miles from New Madrid, just below the Arkan- 
sas line. Early the next morning General Pope arrived with 
20,000 men. At 8 a.m. five Confederate gunboats came in 
sight, whereupon the flotilla weighed and advanced to meet 
them. After exchanging some twenty shots the Confederates 
retreated, pursued by the fleet to Fort Pillow, thirty miles 
below, on the first, or upper Chickasaw bluff. The flag-offi- 
cer continued on with the gunboats to within a mile of the 
fort, making a leisurely reconnoissance, during which he was 
unmolested by the enemy. The fleet then turned, receiv- 
ing a few harmless shots as they withdrew, and tied up to 
the Tennessee bank, but of range. 

The following morning the mortar-boats were placed on 
the Arkansas side, under the protection of gunboats, firing 
as soon as secured. The army landed on the Tennessee 
bank above the fort, and tried to find a way by which the 
rear of the works could be reached, but in vain. Plans were 
then arranged by which it was hoped speedily to reduce the 
place by the combined efforts of army and navy ; but these 
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were frustrated by Halleck's withdrawal of all Pope's forces, 
except 1,500 men under command of a colonel. From this 
time the attacks on the fort were confined to mortar and long- 
range firing. Reports of the number and strength of the 
Confederate gunboats and rams continued to come in, gen- 
erally much exaggerated ; but on the 27th news of Farragut*s 
successful passage of the forts below New Orleans, and ap- 
pearance before that city, relieved Foote of his most serious 
apprehensions from below. 

On the 23d, Captain Charles H. Davis arrived, to act as 
second in command to the flag-officer, and on the 9th of May 
the latter, whose wound, received nearly three months before 
at Donelson, had become threatening, left Davis in temporary 
command and went North, hoping to resume his duties with 
the flotilla at no distant date. It was not, however, so to be. 
An honorable and distinguished career of forty years afloat 
ended at Fort Pillow. Called a year later to a yet more im- 
portant command, he was struck down by the hand of death 
at the instant of his departure to assume it. His services in 
the war were thus confined to the Mississippi flotilla. Over 
the birth and early eflbrts of that little fleet he had presided ; 
upon his shoulders had fallen the burden of anxiety and un- 
remitting labor which the early days of the war, when all 
had to be created, everywhere entailed. He was repaid, for 
under him its early glories were achieved and its reputation 
established ; but the mental strain and the draining wound, 
so long endured in a sickly climate, hastened his end. 

The Confederate gunboats, heretofore acting upon the 
river at Columbus and Island No. 10, were in the regular 
naval service under the command of Flag-Officer George N. 
Hollins, formerly of the United States Navy. At No. 10 the 
force consisted of the McBae, Polk, Jackson, Calhoun^ Ivy, 
Ponchartrain, Maurepas, and Livingston ; the floating battery 



PROM CAIRO TO VICKSBURG. 41 

had also formed part of his command. Hollins had not felt 
himself able to cope with the heavy Union gunboats. His 
services had been mainly confined to a vigorous but unsuc- 
cessful attack upon the batteries established by Pope on 
the Missouri shore, between New Madrid and Tiptonville, 
failing in which the gunboats fell back down the river. 
They continued, however, to make frequent night trips to 
Tiptonville with supplies for the army, in doing which 
Pope's comparatively light batteries did not succeed in in- 
juring them, the river being nearly a mile wide. The danger 
then coming upon New Orleans caused some of these to be 
withdrawn, and at the same time a novel force was sent up 
from that city to take their place and dispute the control of 
the river with Foote's flotilla. 

In the middle of January, General Lovell, commanding the 
military district in which New Orleans was, had seized, under 
the directions of the Confederate Secretary of War, fourteen 
river steamboats. This action was taken at the suggestion 
of two steamboat captains, Montgomery and Townsend. 
The intention was to strengthen the vessels with iron casing 
at the bows, and to use them with their high speed as rams. 
The weakness of the stems of the ironclad boats, their slow- 
ness and difficulty in handling, were well known to the Con- 
federate authorities. Lovell was directed to allow the ut- 
most latitude to each captain in fitting his own boat, and, as 
there was no military organization or system, the details of 
the construction are not now recoverable. The engines, 
however, were protected with cotton bales and pine bul- 
warks, and the stems for a length of ten feet shod with iron 
nearly an inch thick, across which, at intervals of about two 
feet, were bolted iron straps, extending aft on either bow 
for a couple of feet so as to keep the planking from starting 
when the blow was delivered. It being intended that they 
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should close with the enemy as rapidly as possible, bnt one 
gun was to be carried ; a rule which seems not to have been 
adhered to. While the force was to be imder the general 
command of the military chief of department, all interfer- 
ence by naval officers was jealously forbidden ; and, in fact, 
by implication, any interference by any one. Lovell seems 
to have watched the preparations with a certain anxious 
amusement, remarking at one time, ''that fourteen Missis- 
sippi pilots and captains will never agree when they begin to 
talk ; " and later, '' that he fears too much latitude has been 
given to the captains." However, by the 15th of April he 
had despatched eight, under the general command of Cap- 
tain Montgomery, to the upper river ; retaining six at New 
Orleans, which was then expecting Farragut*s attack. These 
eight were now lying under the guns of Fort Pillow; the 
whole force being known as the River Defence Fleet. 

"When Foote left, the ironclads of the squadron were tied 
up to the banks with their heads down stream, three on the 
Tennessee, and four on the Arkansas shore, as follows : 

Arkansas Shore. 

Mound City, Commander A. H. Kiltt. 
Cincinnati, Commander R. N. Stembel. 
St. Louis, Lieutenant Henry Erben. 
Cairo, Lieutenant N. C. Brtant. 

Tennessee Shore. 

Benton (flag-ship), Lieutenant S. L. Phelps. 

Caiondelet, Commander Henry Walkb. 

Pittsburg, Lieutenant Egbert Thompson. » 

The place at which they lay on the Tennessee side is called 
Plum Point ; three miles lower down on the Arkansas side 
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is another point called Craigliead's. Fort Pillow is jnst 
below Craighead's, but on the opposite bank. It was the 
daily custom for one of the gunboats to tow down a mortar- 
boat and place it just above Craighead's, remaining near 
by during the twenty-four hours as guard. The mortar 
threw its shells across the point into Pillow, and as the fire 
was harassing to the enemy, the River Defence Fleet, which 
was now ready for action, determined to make a dash at her. 
Between 4 and 5 a.m. on the morning of the 10th of May, the 
day after Foote's departure, the Cincinnati placed Mortar No. 
16, Acting-Master Gregory, in the usual position, and then 
made fast herself to a great drift- pile on the same side, with 
her head up stream ; both ends of her lines being kept on 
board, to be easily slipped if necessary. The mortar opened 
her fire at five. At six the eight Confederate rams left their 
moorings behind the fort and steamed up, the black smoke 
from their tall smoke-stacks being seen by the fleet above as 
they moved rapidly up river. At 6.30 they came in sight of 
the vessels at Plum Point. As soon as they were seen by the 
Cincinnati she slipped her lines, steamed out into the river, 
and then rounded to with her head down stream, presenting 
her bow-guns, and opening at once upon the enemy. The 
latter approached gallantly but irregularly, the lack of the 
habit of acting in concert making itself felt, while the fire of 
the Cincinnati momentarily checked and, to a certain extent, 
scattered them. The leading vessel, the General Bragg, was 
much in advance of her consorts. She advanced swiftly 
along the Arkansas shore, passing close by the mortar-boat 
and above the Cincinnati ; then rounding to she approached 
the latter at full speed on the starboard quarter, striking 
a powerful blow in this weak part of the gunboat. The two 
vessels fell alongside, the Cincinnati firing her broadside 
as they came together; then the ram swinging clear made 
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down stream, and, although the Confederate commander 
claims that her tiller ropes alone were out of order, she took 
no further part in the fray. 

Two other Confederates now approached the Cincinnati, 
the General Price and General Sumter. One of them suc- 
ceeded in ramming in the same place as the Bragg, and it 
was at this moment that Commander Stembel, who had 
gathered his men to board the qnemy, was dangerously shot 
by a rifle-ball through the throat, another officer of the ves- 
sel. Master Beynolds, falling at the same time mortally 
wounded. The other assailant received a shot through her 
boilers from the Benton, which was now in action ; an ex- 
plosion followed and she drifted down stream. The Cincin- 
nati, aided by a tug and the Pittsburg, then steamed over to 
the Tennessee shore, where she sank on a bar in eleven feet 
of water. 

As soon as the rams were seen, the flag-ship had made a 
general signal to get imder way, but the morning being 
calm, the flags did not fly out well. Orders were passed by 
hail to the Carondelet and Pittsburg, and the former vessel 
slipped immediately and stood down. The Mound City on 
the other side did not wait for signals, but, being in advance, 
started at once, taking the lead with the Carondelet; the 
Benton following, her speed being less. The Carondelet 
got up in time to open Are upon the Bragg as she retreated, 
and to cut the steam-pipe of the other of the two rams 
which had attacked the Cincinnati after the Bragg*s fatal 
assault. 

The fourth Confederate, the General Van Dom, passed by 
the Cincinnati and her assailants and met the Mound City. 
The latter, arriving first of the Union squadron on the Ar- 
kansas side of the river, had already opened upon the Sum- 
ter and Price, and now upon the Van Dom also with her 
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bow-guns. The Confederate rounded to and steered to ram 
amidships, but the Monnd City sheered and received a glanc- 
ing blow in the starboard bow. This disabled her, and to 
avoid sinking she was run on the Arkansas shore. 

Two of the Union gunboats and three rams were now dis- 
abled ; the latter drifting down with the current under the 
guns of Fort Pillow. Those remaining were five in number, 
and only two gunboats, the Benton and Carondelet, were 
actually engaged, the St. Louis just approaching. The 
enemy now retired, giving as a reason that the Union gun- 
boats were taking position in water too shoal for the rams to 
follow. 

There can be no denying the dash and spirit with which 
this attack was made. It was, however, the only service of 
value performed by this irregular and undisciplined force. 
At Memphis, a month later, and at New Orleans, the fleet 
proved incapable of meeting an attack and of mutual sup- 
port. There were admirable materials in it, but the mistake 
of withdrawing them from strict military control and organi- 
zation was fatal. On the other hand, although the gunboats 
engaged fought gallantly, the flotilla as an organization had 
little cause for satisfaction in the day's work. Stated baldly, 
two of the boats had been sunk while only four of the seven 
had been brought into action. The enemy were severely 
punished, but the Cincinnati had been unsupported for 
nearly half an hour, and the vessels came down one by one. 

After this affair the Union gunboats while above Pillow 
availed themselves of shoal spots in the river where the 
rams could not approach them, while they could use their 
guns. Whatever the injuries received by the Confederates, 
they were all ready for action at Memphis a month later. 
The Cincinnati and Mound City were also speedily repaired 
and again in service by the end of the month. The mortar- 
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boat bore her share creditably in the fight, levelling her 
piece as nearly as it could be and keeping np a steady fire. 
It was all she could do and her commander was promoted. 

Shortly after this, a fleet of rams arrived under the com- 
mand of Colonel Charles Ellet, Jr. Colonel Ellet was by 
profession a civil engineer, and had, some years before, 
strongly advocated the steam ram as a weapon of war. His 
views had then attracted attention, but nothing was done. 
With the outbreak of the war he had again urged them 
upon the Government, and on March 27, 1862, was directed 
by the Secretary of War to buy a number of river steamers 
on the Mississippi and convert them into rams upon a plan 
of his own. In accordance with this order he bought,^ at 
Pittsburg, three stem-wheel boats, having the average di- 
mensions of 170 feet length, 31 feet beam, and over 5 feet 
hold; at Cincinnati, three side- wheel boats, of which the 
largest was 180 feet long by 37 feet beam, and 8 feet hold ; 
and at New Albany, one side- wheel boat of about the same 
dimensions ; in all seven boats, chosen specially with a view 
to strength and speed. To further strengthen them for 
their new work, three heavy, solid timber bulkheads, from 
twelve to sixteen inches thick, were built, running fore and 
aft from stem to stem, the central one being over the keel- 
son. These bulkheads were braced one agsdnst the other, 
the outer ones against the hull of the boat, and all against 
the deck and floor timbers, thus making the whole weight 
of the boat add its momentum to that of the central bulk- 
head at the moment of collision. The hull was further 
stayed from side to side by iron rods and screw-bolts. As it 
would interfere with this plan of strengthening to drop the 
boilers into the hold, they were left in place ; but a bulwark 

* Letter of Colonel Ellet to Lieatenailt McGunnegle, United States Navy. 
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of oak two feet thick was btdlt around them. The pilot- 
houses were protected against musketry. 

It is due to Colonel Ellet to say that these boats were not 
what he wished, but merely a hasty adaptation, in the short 
period of six weeks, of such means as were at once available 
to the end in view. He thought that after striking they 
might probably go down, but not without sinking the enemy 
too. When they were ready he was given the command, and 
the rank of Colonel, with instructions which allowed him to 
operate within the limits of Captain Davis*s command, and 
in entire independence of that officer; a serious military 
error which was corrected when the Navy Department took 
control of the river work. 

No further attack was made by the Confederate fleet, and 
operations were confined to bombardment by the gunboats 
and constant reply on the part of the forts until June 4th. 
That night many explosions were heard and flres seen in the 
fort, and the next morning the fleet moved down, found 
the works evacuated and took possession. Memphis and 
its defences became no longer tenable after Beauregard's 
evacuation of Corinth on the 30th of May. 

On June 5th, the fleet with transports moved down the 
river, anchoring at night two miles above the city. The 
next morning at dawn the River Defence Fleet was sighted 
lying at the levee. They soon cast off, and moved into the 
river, keeping, however, in front of the city in such a way 
as to embarrass the Are of the Union flotilla. 

The Confederate vessels, still imder Montgomery's com- 
mand, were in number eight, mounting from two to four 
guns each : the Van Dom, flag steamer ; General Price, Gen- 
eral Lovell, General Beauregard, General Thompson, Gen- 
eral Bragg, General Sumpter, and the Little Rebel. 

The Union gunboats were five, viz. : the Benton, Louis- 
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ville, Carondelet, St. Louis, recently taken charge of bj 
Lientenant McGnnnegle, and Cairo. In addition, there 
were present and participating in the ensuing action, two of 
the ram fleet, the Queen of the West and the Monarch, the 
former commanded by Colonel Ellet in person; the latter 
by a younger brother, Lieutenant-Colonel A. W. Ellet. 

The Confederates formed in double line for their last 
battle, awaiting the approach of the flotilla. The latter, 
embarrassed by the enemy being in line with the city, kept 
under way, but with their heads up stream, dropping slowly 
with the current. The battle was opened by a shot from 
the Confederates, and then the flotilla, casting away its scru- 
ples about the city, replied with vigor. The Union rams, 
which were tied up to the bank some distance above, cast 
off at the first gun and steamed boldly down through the 
intervals separating the gunboats, the Queen of the West 
leading, the Monarch about half a mile astern. As they 
passed, the flotilla, now about three-quarters of a mile from 
the enemy, turned their heads down the river and followed, 
keeping up a brisk cannonade ; the flag-ship Benton leading. 
The heights above the city were crowded by the citizens of 
Memphis, awaiting with eager hope the result of the flght. 
The ram attack was unexpected, and, by its suddenness and 
evident determination, produced some wavering in the Con- 
federate line, which had expected to do only with the slug- 
gish and unwieldy gunboats. Into the confusion the Queen 
dashed, striking the Lovell fairly and sinking her in deep 
water, where she went down out of sight. The Queen herself 
was immediately rammed by the Beauregard and disabled ; 
she was then run upon the Arkansas shore opposite the city. 
Her commander received a pistol shot, which in the end 
caused his death. The Monarch following, was charged at 
the same time by the Beauregard and Price; these two 
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boats, however, missed their mark and crashed together, 
the Beauregard cutting the Price down to the water-lino, 
&nd tearing off her port wheel. The Price then followed 
the Qaeen, and laid herself up on the Arkansas shore. The 
Monarch Bncceasfnllj rammed her late assailant, the Beaure- 
gard, as she was discharging her guns at the Benton, whii^h 
replied with a shot in the enemy's boiler, blowing her up 
and &tally scalding many of her {leople. She went down 
near ahore, being towed there by the Monarch. The Little 
Bebel in the thickest of the fight got a shot through her 
Hteam-chest ; whereuxwn she also made for the limbo on the 
Arkansas shore, where her officers and crew escaped. 

The Confederates had lost four boats, three of them 
among the heaviest in their fleet. The remaining four 
sought safety in flight from the now unequal contest, and a 
running tight followed, which carried the fleet ten miles 
down the river and resulted in the destniction of the 
Thompson by the shells of the gunboats and the capture of 
the Bragg and Sumter. The Van Com atone made good 
her escape, though pnrsaed some distance by the Monarch 
and Switzerland, another of the I'sm fleet which joined after 
the fight was decided. This was the end of the Confederate 
Biver Defence Tleefc, the sis below having perished when 
New Orleans fell. The Bragg, Price, Sumpter, and Little 
Bebel were taken into the Union fleet. 

The city of Memphis surrendered the same day. The 
Benton and the flag-ofiioer, with the greater part of the fleet, 
remained there till June 39tli. On the 10th Davis received 
Ko argent message from Halleck to open conmiunication by 
way of the White Eiver and Jacksonport with General Cur- 
tis, who was coming down through Missouri and Arkansas, 
having for his objective point Helena, on the right bank of 
the Mississippi. The Wliite Biver titiveraes Arkansas from 
III.— 3 
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tlie Missouri border, one hundred and twenty miles west of 
the Mississippi, and pursuing a southeasterly and southerly 
course enters the Mississippi two hundred miles below 
Memphis, one hundred below Helena. A force was de- 
spatched, under Commander Kilty, comprising, besides his 
own ship, the St. Louis, Lieutenant McQunnegle, with the 
Lexington and Oonestoga, wooden gunboats, Lieutenants 
Shirk and Blodgett. An Indiana regiment under Colonel 
Fitch accompanied the squadron. On the 17th of June, at St. 
Charles, eighty-eight miles up, the enemy were discovered 
in two earthworks, mounting six guns. A brisk engagement 
followed, the Mound City leading ; but when six hundred 
yards from the works a 42-pound shell entered her casemate, 
killing th];ee men in its flight and then exploding her steam- 
diTim. Of her entire crew of 175, but 3 officers and 22 men 
escaped uninjured ; 82 died from wounds or scalding, and 
43 were either drowned or killed in the water, the enemy, in 
this instance, having the inhumanity to flre on those who 
were there struggling for their lives. Unappalled by this 
sickening catastrophe, the remaining boats pressed on to the 
attack, the Conestoga taking hold of the crippled vessel to 
tow her out of action. A few minutes later, at a signal from 
Colonel Fitch, the gunboats ceased firing, and the troops, 
advancing, successfully stormed the battery. The com- 
mander of the post was Captain Joseph Fry, formerly a lieu- 
tenant in the United States Navy, who afterward cominanded 
the filibustering steamer Virginius, and was executed in 
Cuba, with most of his crew, when captured by the Spaniards 
in 1874. There being no further works up the stream and 
but one gunboat of the enemy, the Ponchartrain, this action 
gave the control of the river to the fleet. 

After taking possession of St. Charles, the expedition went 
on up the river as far as a i)oint called Crooked Point Cut- 



PROM CAIRO TO VICKSBURG. 51 

off, sixty-three miles above St. Charles, and one hundred 
and fifty-one miles from the mouth of the river. Here it was 
compelled to turn back by the falling of the water. The 
hindrance caused by the low state of the rivers led Davis 
to recommend a force of light-draught boats, armed with 
howitzers, and protected in their machinery and pilot-houses 
against musketry, as essential to control the tributaries of 
the Mississippi during the dry season. This was the germ 
of the light-draught gunboats, familiarly called **tinclads" 
from the thinness of their armor, which in the following sea- 
son were a usual and active adjunct to the operations of the 
heavier vessels. 

On the 29th of June, Flag-Officer Davis, who had received 
that rank but a week before, went down the river, taking 
with him the Benton, Carondelet, Louisville, and St. Louis, 
with six mortar-boats. Two days later, July 1st, in the early 
morning, Farragut's fleet was sighted, at anchor in the river 
above Vicksburg. A few hours more and the naval forces 
from the upper waters and from the mouth of the Mississippi 
had joined hands. 



CHAPTER m. 

PROM THE GULF TO VICKSBURa 

The task of opening the Mississippi from its month was 
entrusted to Captain David G. Farragnt, who was appointed 
to the command of the Western Gulf Blockading Squadron 
on the 9th of January, 1862. On the 2d of February he 
sailed from Hampton Roads, in his flag-ship, the Hartford, of 
twenty-four guns ; arriving on the 20th of the same month at 
Ship Island in Mississippi Sound, which was then, and, 
until Pensacola was evacuated by the Confederates, continued 
to be the principal naval station in the West Gulf. Here he 
met Flag-Officer McEean, the necessary transfers were made, 
and on the 21st Farragut formally assumed the command of 
the station which he was to illustrate by many daring deeds, 
and in which he was to make his brilliant reputation. 

With the exception of the vessels already employed on the 
blockade, the flag-ship was the first to arrive of the force 
destined to make the move up the river. One by one they 
came in, and were rapidly assembled at the Southwest 
Pass, those whose draught permitted entering at once ; but 
the scanty depth of water, at that time found on the bar, 
made it necessary to lighten the heavier vessels. The Pen- 
sacola, while at Ship Island, chartered a schooner, into which 
she discharged her guns and stores ; then taking her in tow 
went down to the Pass. She arrived there on the 24:th of 
March and made five different attempts to enter when the 
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water seemed favorable. In the first four she gronnded, 
though everything was out of her; and was got off with diffi- 
culty, on one occasion parting a hawser which kiUed two men 
and injured five others ; but on the 7th of April, the power- 
ful steamers of the mortar flotilla succeeded in dragging her 
and the Mississippi through a foot of mud fairly into the 
river. These two were the heaviest vessels that had ever 
entered. The Navy Department at Washington had hopes 
that the 40-gun frigate CJolorado, Captain Theodorus Bailey, 
then lying off the Pass, might be lightened sufficiently to 
join in the attack. This was to the flag-officer and her com- 
mander plainly impracticable, but the attempt had to be 
made in order to demonstrate its impossibility. After the 
loss of a fortnight working she remained outside, drafts 
being made from her crew to supply vacancies in the other 
vessels ; while her gallant captain obtained the privilege of 
leading the fleet into action, as a divisional officer, in the 
gunboat Cayuga, the commander of the latter generously 
yielding the first place on board his own ship. 

A fleet of twenty mortar-schooners, with an accompanying 
flotilla of six gunboats, the whole under the command of 
Commander (afterward Admiral) David D. Porter, accom- 
panied the expedition. Being of light draught of water, 
they entered without serious difficulty by Pass £t TOutre, one 
of three branches into which the eastern of the three great 
mouths of the Mississippi is subdivided. Going to the head 
of the Passes on the 18th of March, they found there the 
Hartford and Brooklyn, steam sloops, with four screw gun- 
boats. The steam vessels of the flotilla were at once ordered 
by the flag-officer to Southwest Pass, and, after finishing 
the work of getting the heavy ships across, they were em- 
ployed towing up the schooners and protecting the advance 
of the surveyors of the fleet. 
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The sqnadron tbns a8semble<l in the river consisted of 
fonr screw sloops, one side-wheel steamer, three screw cor- 
vettes, and nine screw gunboats, in all seventeen vessels, of 
all classes, carrying, exclusive of brass howitzers, one hun- 
dred and fifty-four guns. Their names and batteries were 
as follows : 



Name. 


Torn*. 


1 
GunR. 


Comnuinding Officer. 


Screw Sloops. 








Hartford 

Pensacola 

Brookljii 

Kichmond 


1990 

2158 
2070 
19:^ 


24 

! 23 
; 22 
• 24 


Flag-Offioer David G. Parraffut. 
ij'leet-CapUin Henry H. B«ll. 
Commander Richard Wainwrighi. 
Captain Henry W. MorriB. 
Captain Thomas T. Craven. 
Commander James Alden. 


Side- TiTifel. 








MissiBftippi 


1692 


17 


Commander Melancthon Smith. 


Screw Corvettes. 








Oneida 


1032 
1300 
1016 


9 

10 

7 


Commander S. Phillips Lee. 
Commander Charles 8. BoggH. 
Commander John De Camp. 


Varuna 


Iroquois 


Screw Gunboats. 


Cavufira 


507 
507 
507 
507 
507 
507 
507 
507 
507 


2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Lieutenant Napolec.n B. Harrison. 
Lieutenant C. H. B. Caldwell. 


^^ .' r> •••••••••• 

Itasca 


Katahdin 

Kennebec 

Kineo , 


Lieutenant Greorge H. Preble. 
Lieutenant John H. RusselL 
Lieutenant Georgre M. Ransom. 


Pinola 


Lieutenant Pierce Crosby. 
Lieutenant Edward Donaldson. 
Lieutenant Edward T. Nichols. 


Sciota 

Winona 


WisBahickon 


Tjieutenant Albert N. Smith. 



About ninety per cent, of the batteries of the eight larger 
vessels were divided, as is usual, between the two sides of 
the ship, so that only one half of the guns could be used at 
any one time, except in the rare event of having an enemy 
on each side ; and even then the number of the crew is based 
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on tbe expectation of fighting only one broadside. A few 
guns, however, varying in nnmber in different ships, were 
mounted on pivots so that they conld be fought on either 
side. In estimating the number of available guns in a fleet 
of sea-going steamers of that day, it may be roughly said 
that sixty per cent, could be brought into action on one side. 
In the Mississippi Squadron sometimes only one-fourth 
could be used. To professional readers it may seem un- 
necessary to enter on such familiar and obvious details ; but 
a military man, in making his estimate, has fallen into the 
curious blunder of making a fleet fire every gun, bow, stem, 
and both broadsides, into one fort, a hundred yards square ; 
a feat which only cotQd be performed by landing a ship in 
the centre of the works, in which case it could enjoy an all- 
round ^e. The nine gunboats carried one heavy and one 
light gun, both pivots and capable of being fought on either 
side. None of this fleet could fire right ahead. All the 
vessels were built for ships of war, T^ith the exception of the 
Varuna, which was bought from the merchant service.^ 

The mortar-schooners each carried one XTTT-inch mortar. 
Of the six gunboats attached to this pai't of the expedition, 
one, the Owasco, was of the same class as the Cayuga and 
others. The Clifton, Jackson, and Westfield were large 
side-wheel ferry boats, of the ordinary double-ended type ; 
carrying, however, heavy guns. They were powerful as tug- 
boats and easily managed ; whereas the Miami, also a double- 
ender, but built for the Government, was like most of her 
kind, hard to steer or manoeuvre, especially in a narrow 
stream and tideway. The sixth was the Harriet Lane, a 
side-wheel steamer of 600 tons, which had been transferred 
from the Revenue Service. 

^ For particulars of batteries, see Appendix. 
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The tonnage and batteries of these eteamera wen 



.^ 


a^ 




SCrea Ounioal. 
CayngK ^ 507 

Waitfiald 1 891 
Miami D„„w^ ' 730 
Clifton «u,lort 1 SWJ 
jBokaon J 1 777 
Harriet Lme^ G19 


a 

6 

? 

3 


Lioutenuit John Gneit, 

LkutenintSelimB. W<wd»orth. 
LieutaDSntJoaathaDil. WuDwrigUt. 



When the iiliips were inside, the flag-offlcer issued special 
iostmctiona for their preparation for the rirer service. They 
were stripped to the topmasts, and landed all spats and rig- 
ging, except those necessat; for tlie topsails, jib, and 
spanker. Everfthing forward was brought close in to the 
bowsprit, so as not to interfere with the forward range of the 
battery. Where it could be done, guns were especially 
mounted on the poop and forecastle, and howitzers placed in 
the tops, with iron bulwarks to protect their crews from 
musketiy. The vessels were ordered to be trimmed by the 
head, so that if they took the bottom at all it would be for- 
ward. In a rapid current, like that of the Mississippi, a ves- 
sel which grounded aft would have her bow swept round at 
once and fall broadside to the stream, if she did not go 
ashore. To get her pointed right again would be trouble- 
some ; and the same considemtion led to the order that, in 
case of accident to the engines involving loss of powel to go 
ahead, no attempt should be made to turn the ship's head 
down stream. If the wind served she should be handled 
under sail ; but if not, an anchor should be let go, with cable 

' For detailed accounli of tbese butteries see Appeadil. 
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enongb to keep her head up sti'eam while pei'ntitting her to 
drop bodily down. SpringH weie prepared on each quarter ; 
and, as the ships were to fight in quiet wateT, at short range, 
and in the dark, Rpecial core was taken bo to secure the ele- 
vating acrewH that the gTina should not wort themselves to 
too great elevation. 

In accordance with these inBtructioDs the ships stripped at 
Pilot Town, sending ashore spars, boats, rigging, and sails ; 
everything that was not at present needed. The chronom- 
et«rs of the fleet were sent on Iward the Colorado. The 
lai^er ships snaked down the rigging, while the gunboats 
came np their lower rigging, carrying it in and securing it 
close to the mast. The flag-ahip being now at the Head of 
the Fosses remained there, the flag-officer shifting his flag 
from one small vessel to another as tlie requirements of the 
sixnadron called him to diffei'ent points. A detachment of 
lighter vessels, one of the corvettes and a couple of grmboata, 
occupied an advance station at tie " Jump," a bayou enter- 
ing the river on the west side, eight miles above the Head of 
the Passes ; the enemy's gunboats were thus unable to push 
their reconnoissances down in sight of tfae main fleet while 
the latter were occupied with their preparations. The logs 
of the sqiiadroo show constant bustle and movement, accom- 
panied by frequent accidents, owing to the swift current of 
the river, which was this year exceptionally high, even for 
the season. A hospital for the fleet was estabhshed in good 
houses at Pilot Town, but the flag-ofSeer had to complain of 
the entire insufficiency of medical equipment, as well as a 
lack of most essentials for carrying on the work. Ammuni- 
tion of various kinds was very deficient, and the squadron 
was at one time threatened with failure of fuel, the coal ves- 
sels arriving barely in time. 

The first and at that time the only serious obstacle to the 
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upward progress of the fleet was at the Plaqnemine Bend, 
twenty miles from the Head of the Passes, and ninety below 
New Orleans. At this point the river, which has been run- 
ning in a southeasterly direction, makes a sharp bend, the 
last before reaching the sea, runs northeast for a mile and 
three-quarters, and then resumes its southeast course. Two 
permanent fortifications existed at this point, one on the left, 
or north bank of the stream, called Fort St. Philip, the 
other on the right bank, called Fort Jackson. Jackson is a 
little below St. Philip, with reference to the direction of the 
river through the short reach on which they are placed, but 
having regard to the general southeast course, may be said 
to be lower down by 800 yards ; the width of the river ac- 
tually separating the faces of the two works. At the time 
the fleet arrived, the woods on the west bank had been 
cleared away below Jackson almost to the extreme range of 
its guns, thus affording no shelter from observation ; the east 
bank was nearly treeless. Extending across the river from 
below Jackson, and under the guns of both works, was a line 
of obstructions which will be described further on. 

The works of St. Philip consisted of the fort proper, a 
structure of brick and earth mounting in barbette four VIII- 
inch columbiads and one 24-pounder ; and two water batteries 
on either side of the main work, the upper mounting sixteen 
24-pounders, the lower, one Vlll-inch columbiad, one VII- 
inch rifle, six 42-pounder8, nine 32s, and four 24s. There were 
here, then, forty-two guns commanding the river below the 
bend, up which the ships must come, as well as the course of 
the stream in their front. Besides these there were one 
Vlll-inch and one X-inch mortar in the fort ; one Xlll-inch 
mortar, whose position does not appear; and a battery of 
four X-ineh sea-coast mortars, situated below and to the 
northeast of the lower water battery. These last pieces for 
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vertical shell-firing had no influence npon the ensning con- 
test ; the XTTT-inch mortar became disabled at the thirteenth 
fire by its own discharge, and the X-inch, though 142 shell 
were fired from tl^em, are not so much as mentioned in the 
reports of the fleet. 

Fort Jackson, on the southern bank of the bend, was a pen- 
tagonal casemated work, built of brick. In the casemates 
were fourteen 24-pounder smooth-bore guns, and ten flank- 
ing howitzers of the same calibre. Above these, in barbette, 
were two X-inch and three VHI-inch columbiads, one VII- 
inch rifle, six 42-pounders, fifteen d2s, and eleven 24s ; total 
in the fort, sixty-two. Just outside of and below the main 
work, covering the approach to it, was a water battery carry- 
ing one X-inch and two VlH-inch columbiads, and two rifled 
32-pounders.^ Of the guns in Jackson, the flanking howitz- 
ers and half a dozen of the 24- and 32-pounders could, from 
their position, have had little or no share in the battle with 
the fleet. 

The number and calibre of the guns have been thus mi- 
nutely stated because it can scarcely fail to cause surprise 
that so many of them were so small. Of 109 in the two 
works, 56 were 24-pounders. The truth is that the Con- 
federacy was very badly off for cannon, and the authori- 
ties in Richmond had their minds firmly made up that the 
great tfnd dangerous attack was to come from above. Gen- 
eral Lovell, commanding the department, begged hard for 
heavy cannon, but to no avail ; not only were all available 
sent north, but constant drafts were made upon the supplies 
he himself had. New Orleans, the central point which he 
was called on to defend, was approachable, not only by the 
Mississippi, but through a dozen bayous which, from Pearl 

* These threw projectilcB weighing from sixty t > eighty jwunds. 
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Biver on the east to the Atchafalaya Bayon ou the west, gave 
access to firm gronnd above Forts St. Philip and Jackson, 
and even above the city. Works already existing to cover 
these approaches had to be armed, and new works in some 
cases erected, constituting, in connection with St. Philip 
and Jackson, an exterior line intended to block approach 
from the sea. A second, or interior, line of works extended 
from the river, about four miles below New Orleans, to the 
swamps on either hand, and was carried on the east side 
round to Lake Ponchartrain in rear of the city. These were 
for defence from a land attack by troops that might have 
penetrated through any of the water approaches ; and a 
similar line was consti-ucted above the city. The interior 
works below the city, where they touched the river on the 
right bank, were known as the McGehee, and on the left 
bank as the Chalmette line of batteries. The latter was the 
scene of Jackson's defeat of the English in 1815. All these 
works needed guns. All could not be supplied; but the 
necessity of providing as many as possible taxed the gen- 
eral's resources. In March, 1862, when it was determined to 
abandon Pensacola, he asked for some of the X-inch colum- 
biads that were there, but all that could be spared from the 
north were sent to Mobile, where the commanding officer 
refused to give them up. In addition to other calls, Lovell 
had to spare some guns for the vessels purchased fior the 
navy on Lake Ponchartrain and for the River Defence Fleet. 

General Duncan had general charge of all the works of 
the exterior line, and was of course present at Plaquemine 
Bend during the attack. Colonel Higgins was in command 
of both the forts, with headquarters at Jackson, Captain 
Squires being in immediate command of St. Philip. 

Auxiliary to the forts there were four vessels of the Con- 
fedemte Navy, two belonging to the State of Louisiana, and 
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Bis of the Rivar Defence Fleet. The latter were coKtinandeii 
by a Captain Stephenson, mho entirely refused to obey the 
ordera of Commander Mitchell, the eenior naval officer, 
while professing a wUlingnesa to cooperate. The constita- 
tion of this force has already been described. There were 
also aboTe, or near, the forts five unarmed steamers and 
tugs, only one of which, the tug Moaher, needs to be 
named. 

The naval veesek were the Louisiana, sixteen gone ; Mc- 
Bae, seven guas, six light 32-iKnuiders and one IX-inch shell- 
gnn ; Jackson, two 32-poim(lera ; and the i-am Manassas, now 
carrying one 32-pounder caiTouade filing right ahead. 
Since her exploit at the Head of the Paaaea in the jn-evious 
October, the MEUiaasas had been bought by the Confederate 
Government, docked and rejjaired. She now had no prow, tJiB 
iron of the hull only being carried round the stem. Her en- 
gines and speed were as poor as before. Lieutenant Warley 
was still in command. The State vessels were the Governor 
Moore and General Quitman, the former carrying two rifled 
32a, and tlie latter two smooth-bores of the same caHbre ; 
these were sea-going sleamers, whose bows were shiid with 
iron like those of the River Defence Fleet and their engines 
protected with cotton. The Moore was commanded by 
Beverley Kennon, a trained naval officer, but not thsn in the 
Contederate Navy ; the Quitman's captain, Grant, was of the 
same class as the commanders of the River Defence Fleet. 
Tlie Manassas had some power as a ram, and the Moore, by 
her admirable handling, showed how much an able man can 
do with poor instruments, but Ifao only one of the above 
that mig'ht really have endangered the success of the Union 
fleet was the Louisiana. This was an iron-clad vessel nf 
type resembling the Bepton, with armor strong enough 
to resist two Xl-inch shijlltt of the fleet tlmt stnick her at 
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short range. Her armament was two Vll-inoh rifles, three 
IX^nch and four Vlll-inch shell-guns, and seven Vl-inch 
rifles. With this heavy battery she might have been very 
dangerous, but Farragut's movements had been pushed on 
with such rapidity that the Confederates had not been able 
to finish her. At the last moment she was shoved off from 
the city on Sunday afternoon, four days before the fight, 
with workmen still on board. When her great centre stem 
wheel revolved, the water came in through the seams of the 
planking, flooding the battery deck, but her engines were 
not ix)werful enough to manage her, and she had to be 
towed down by two tugs to a berth just above Fort St. 
Philii>, where she remained without power of movement till 
after the fight. 

When ready, the fleet began moving slowly up the river, 
under the pilotage of members of the Coast Survey, who, 
already partly familiar with the ground, were to push their 
triangulation up to the forts themselves and establish the 
position of the mortars with mathematical precision ; a ser- 
vice they performed with courage and accuracy. The work 
of the surveyors was carried on under the guns of the forts 
and exposed to the fire of riflemen lurking in the bushes, 
who were not wholly, though they were mostly, kept in 
check by the gunboats patrolling the river. On the 16th 
the fleet anchored just below the intended position of the 
mortar-boats on the west bank of the stream. The day fol- 
lowing was spent in perfecting the arrangements, and by the 
morning of the 18th two divisions of mortar-boats were an- 
chored in line ahead, under cover of the wood on the right 
bank, each one dressed up and down her masts with bushes, 
which blended indistinguishably with the foliage of the 
trees. Light lines were run as springs from the inshore 
bows and quarters ; the exact bearing and distance of Fort 
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Jackson was famished to each commander, and at 10 a.m. 
the bombardment began. The van of the fourteen schooners 
was at this moment 2,950 yards, the rear 3,980 yards from 
Forfc Jackson, to which the mortar attack was confined ; an 
occasional shell only being sent into St. Philip. 

The remaining six schooners, called the second division, 
from the seniority of its commanding officer, were anchored 
on the opposite side, 3,900 yards below Jackson. Here they 
were able to see how their shell were falling, an advantage 
not possessed by those on the other shore ; but there were no 
trees to cover them. An attempt to disguise them was made 
by covering their hulls with reeds and willows, but was only 
partly successful ; and as the enemy's fire, which began in 
reply as soon as the mortars opened, had become very rapid 
and accurate, the gunboats of the main squadron moved up 
to support those of the flotilla and draw off part of it. Be- 
fore noon two of the leading schooners in this division were 
struck by heavy shot and were dropped down 300 yards. 
The whole flotilla continued firing until 6 p.m., when they 
ceased by signal. That night the second division was 
moved across the river and took position with the others. 

Until five o'clock the firing was sustained and rapid from 
both forts. At that time the citadel and out-houses of Jack- 
son were in flames, and the magazine in great danger ; so the 
enemy's fire ceased. 

All the mortars opened again on the morning of the 19th 
and continued until noon, after which the firing was main- 
tained by divisions, two resting while the third worked. 
Thus, about 168 shell were fired every four hours, or nearly 
one a minute. At 10 a.m. of the 19th one schooner was struck 
by a shot, which passed out through her bottom, sinking her. 
This was the only vessel of the flotilla thus destroyed. 

Although Jackson was invisible from the decks of the 
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mortar-boats and the diiection given by sights fixed. to the 
mastheads, the firing was so accurate and annoying as to at- 
tract a constant angry return from the fort. To draw off and 
divide this one of the corvettes and two or three of the gun- 
boats took daily guard duty at the head of the line, from 9 
A.M. one day to the same hour the next The small vessels 
advancing under cover of the trees on the west bank would 
emerge suddenly, fire one or two shots drifting in the stream, 
and then retire ; the constant motion rendering the aim of 
the fort uncertain. Nevertheless some ugly hits were re- 
ceived by diflferent ships. 

Every night the enemy sent down fire-rafts, but these, 
though occasioning annoyance to the fleet, were productive 
of no serious damage beyond collisions arising from them. 
They were generally awkwardly started, and the special mis- 
take was made of sending only one at a time, instead of a 
number, to increase the confusion and embarrassment of the 
ships. The crews in their boats towed them ashore, or the 
light steamers ran alongside and put them out with their 
hose. 

Mortar-firing, however good, would not reduce the forts, 
nor lay New Orleans at the mercy of the fleet. It was neces- 
sary to pass above. Neither the flag-oflScer on the one hand, 
nor the leaders of the enemy on the other had any serious 
doubt that the ships could go by if there were no obstruc- 
tions ; but the obstructions were there. As originally laid 
these had been most formidable. Cypress trees, forty feet 
long and four to five feet in diameter, were laid longitudinally 
in the river, about tliree feet apart to allow a water-way. 
Suspended from the lower side of these logs by heavy iron 
staples were two 2^-inch iron cables, stretching from one 
side of the river to the other. To give the framework of 
trunks greater rigidity, large timbers, six by four inches, were 
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pinned down on the npper aides. The cables were secured 
on the left bank to ti'ees ; on the right bank, where there 
were no trees, to great anohora buried in the ground. Be- 
tween the two ends the mft was heUl up against the current 
by twentj-five or thirty 3,0(X)-pound anchors, with siity 
fathoms of chain on each. This raft, placed early in the win- 
ter, showed signs of giving in February, when the epring- 
fioods came sweeping enormoue masses of drift upon it, and 
by the 10th of March the cables Lad snapped, leaving about 
a third of the river open. Colonel Higgina was then directed 
to restore it. He found it had broken from both sides, and 
attempted to replace it by sections, but the current, then 
running four knots an hour, made it impossible to hold so 
heavy a structure in a depth of one hundred and thirty feet 
and in a bottom of shifting sand, which gave no suiBcient 
holding ground for the anchors. Seven or eight heavily 
built schooners, of nbout two hundred tons, were then seized 
and placed in a line across the river in the position of the 
raft. Each schooner lay with two anchors down and sixty 
fathoms of cable on each ; the masts were nnstepped and, 
with the rigging, allowed to drift astern to foul the screws 
of vessels attempting to pass. Two or three l-iuch chains 
were Btretohed across from schooner to schooner, and from 
them to sections of the old raft remaining near either 

Suoh was the general character of the obstructions before 
the fleet. The current, and collisions with their own vessels, 
had somewhat disarranged tlie apparatus, but it was essen- 
tially in this condition when the bombardment began. It was 
formidable, not on account of its intrinsic strength, but be- 
cause of the swift current down and the slowness of the ships 
below, which, together, would prevent them from striking it 
a blow of sufficient power to break through. If they failed 
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thus to force their way they would be held under the fire of 
the forts, powerless to advance. 

It is believed that, in a discussion about removing the ob- 
stinictions, Lieutenant Caldwell, commanding the Itasca, 
volunteered to attempt it with another vessel, and suggested 
taking out the masts of the two. The Itasca and the Pinola, 
Lieutenant-Commanding Crosby, were assigned to the duty, 
and Fleet-Captain Bell given command of both ; a rather 
unnecessary step, considering the age and character of the 
commanders of the vessels. To handle two vessels in such 
an enterprise, necessarily undertaken on a dark night, is not 
easy, and it is a hardship to a commander to be virtually 
superseded in his own ship at such a time. This was also 
felt in assigning divisional commanders for the night attack 
only, when they could not possibly manage more than one 
ship and simply overshadowed the captain of the vesseL 

On the afternoon of the 20th, the Itasca and Pinola each 
went alongside one of the sloops, where their lower masts 
were taken out, and, with the rigging, sent ashore. At 10 
P.M. Captain Bell went aboard both and addressed the oflfi- 
cers and crews about the importance of the duty before 
them. He remained on board the Pinola and the two vessels 
then got underway, the Pinola leading. All the mortar- 
boats now opened together, having at times nine shells in 
the air at once, to keep down the fire of Jackson in case of 
discovery, although the two gunboats showed for little, being 
very deep in the water. 

As they drew near the obstructions two rockets were thrown 
up by the enemy, whose fire opened briskly ; but the masts 
being out, it was not easy to distinguish the vessels from the 
hulks. The Pinola struck the third from the eastern shore 
and her men jumped on board. The intention was to ex- 
plode two charges of powder with a slow match over the 
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chams, and a torpedo by electricity tuider the bows of the 
hulk, a petard operator being on board. The charges were 
placed, and the Pinola cast off. The operator claims that he 
asked Bell to drop astern by a hawser, bnt that instead of so 
doing, he let go and backed the engines. Be this as it may, 
the ship went rapidly astern, the operator did not or could 
not reel off rapidly enough, and the wires broke. This hulk 
therefore remained in place, for the timed fuzes did not act. 

The Itasca ran alongside the second hulk from the east 
shore and threw a grapnel on board, which caught firmly in 
the rail ; but through the strength of the current the rail 
gave way and the Itasca, taking a sheer to starboard, drifted 
astern with her head toward the bank. As quickly as possi- 
ble she turned round, steamed up again and boarded the 
hulk nearest the east shore on its port, or off-shore side, and 
this time held on, keeping the engine turning slowly and 
the helm aport to ease the strain on the grapnel. Captain 
Caldwell, Acting-Masters Amos Johnson and Edmund Jones, 
with parties of seamen, jumped on board with powder-cans 
and fuzes ; but, as they were looking for the chains, it was 
found that they were secured at the bows, by lashing or 
otherwise, to the hulk's anchor chain, the end of the latter 
being led in through the hawse-pipe, around the windlass and 
bitted. When its windings had been followed up and un- 
derstood, Captain Caldwell was told that the chain could be 
slipped. He then contemplated firing the hulk, but while 
the materials for doing so were sought for, the chain was 
slipped without orders. The vessels went adrift, and, as the 
Itasca's helm was to port and the engines going ahead, they 
turned inshore and grounded hard and fast a short distance 
below, within easy range of both forts. 

A boat was at once sent to the Pinola, which was steaming 
np to try again, and she came to her consort's assistance. 
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Two lines were Bnccessfnllj run to the Itasca, but she had 
grounded so hard that both parted, though the second was 
an 11-inch hawser. The Pinola now drifted so far down, 
and was so long in returning, that the Itasca thought herself 
deserted ; and the executive officer. Lieutenant George B. 
Bacon, was despatched to the Hartford for a more i)owerful 
vessel. The hour for the moon to rise was also fast ap- 
proaching and the fate of the Itasca seemed very doubtful. 

The Pinola, however, came back, having in her absence 
broken out a 13-inch hawser, the end of which was passed 
to the grounded vessel. The third trial was happy and the 
Pinola dragged the Itasca off, at the same time swinging her 
head up the river. Lieutenant Caldwell, who was on the 
bridge, when he saw his ship afloat, instead of returning at 
once, steadied her head up stream and went ahead fast with 
the engines. The Itasca moved on, not indeed swiftly, but 
firmly toward and above the line of hulks, hugging the 
eastern bank. When well above Caldwell gave the order, 
** Starboard ; " the little vessel whirled quickly round and 
steered straight for the chains. Carrying the full force of 
the current with her and going at the top of her own speed, 
she passed between the third hulk, which the Pinola had 
grappled, and the fourth. As her stem met the chain she 
slid bodily up, rising three or four feet from the water, and 
dragging down the anchors of the hulks on either side ; then 
the chains snapped, the Itasca went through, and the channel 
of the river was free. 

The following morning the hulks were found to be greatly 
shifted from their previous positions. The second from the 
east shore remained in place, but the third had dragged 
down and was now astern of the second, as though hanging 
to it. The hulk nearest the west shore was also unmoved, 
but the other three had dragged down and were lying more 
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or less below, apparently in a quartering direction from the 
first. A broad open space intorvened between the two 
groups. The value of Caldwell's work was well summed up 
by General M. L. Smith, the Confedei'ate Engineer of the 
Department : " The forts, in my judgment, were impregnable 
BO long aa they were in free and open communication with 
the city. This oommnnication was not endangered while 
the obstruction esisted. The oonclnsion, then, is briefly 
this : While the obstruction esisted the city was safe ; when 
it was swept away, aa the defences then existed, it was in the 
enemy's power." 

The bombardment continued on the 21et, 22d, and 23d 
■with undiminished vigor, but without noteworthy incident 
in the fleet. The testimony of the Confederate officers, alike 
in the fort« and afloat, is unanimous as to the singular accu- 
racy of the mortar Are. A large proportion of the shells fell 
within the walls of Jackson. The damage done to the ma- 
aonry was not irreparable, but the quarters and cit-adel, as 
already atated, were burned down and the magaKine endan- 
gered. The garrison were compelled to live in the caaematea, 
which were partially flooded from the high state of the river 
and the cntting of the levee by ahells. Mnch of the bedding 
and clothing were lost by the fire, thus adding to the priva- 
tions and discomfort. On the 21st Jackson was in need of 
oxtenBiTe repairs almost everywhere, and the officera in com- 
mand hoped that the Louisiana, wliich had come down the 
night before, would be able to keep down the rnortjtr fire, at 
least in part. When it was found she had no motive power 
they asked that she should take position below the obstrua- 
tioDS on the St. Philip side, where she would be under the 
gons of the forts, but able to reach the schooners. If she 
could not be a ship of war, at least let hei' be a floating bat- 
tery. Mitchell declined for several reasons. If a mortar- 
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shell fell vertically on the decks of the Loniaiana it woxQd 
go through her bottom and sink her ; the mechanics were 
still busy on board and could not work to advantage under 
fire ; the ports were too small to give elevation to the guns, 
and so they could not reach the mortars. If this last were 
con*ect no other reason was needed; but as the nearest 
schooner was but 3,000 yards from Jackson, it seems likely he 
deceived liimself, as he certainly did in believing ** on credible 
information" that a rifled gun on the parapet of Jackson, 
of the same calibre as that of the Louisiana, had not been 
able to reach. Three schooners had been struck, one at the 
distance of 4,000 yards, during the first two days of the bom- 
bardment, not only by rifled, but by VIEE- and X-inch spher- 
ical projectiles ; and the second division had been compelled 
to shift its position. Looking only to the Louisiana, the de- 
cision of the naval officers was natural enough ; but consider- 
ing that time pressed, that after five days* bombardment the 
fleet must soon attack, that it was improbable, if New Orleans 
fell, that the Louisiana's engines could be made efficient and 
she herself anything but a movable battery, the refusal to 
make the desired eflbrt looks like caring for a part, at the 
sacrifice of the whole, of the defence. On the last day 
Mitchell had repeated warnings that the attack would soon 
come off, and was again asked to take a position to enfilade 
the schooners, so that the cannoneers of Jackson might be 
able to stand to their guns. Mitchell sent back word that he 
hoped to move in twenty-four hours, and received from Hig- 
gins, himself an old seaman and naval officer, the ominous 
rejoinder : ** Tell Captain Mitchell that there will be no to- 
morrow for New Orleans, unless he immediately takes up the 
position assigned to him with the Louisiana." * 



* MitcheirB conduct was approved by a Naval Court of Inquiry. Higgins, who 
wan most emphatic in his condemnation, could not appear as a witness, the War 
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That same day, all arrangements of the fleet being com- 
pleted, the orders to be ready to attack the following night 
were issued. Every preparation that had occurred to the 
minds of the officers as tending to increase the chance of 
passing uninjured had been made. The chain cables of the 
sheet anchors had been secured up and down the sides of the 
vessels, abreast the engines, to resist the impact of projec- 
tiles. This was general throughout the squadron, though 
the Mississippi, on account of her side-wheels, had to place 
them inside instead of out ; and each conmiander further 
protected those vital parts from shots coming in forward or 
aft, with hammocks, bags of coal, or sand, or ashes, or what- 
ever else came to hand. The outside paint was daubed over 
with the yellow Mississippi mud, as being less easily seen at 
night ; while, on the other hand, the gun-carriages and decks 
were whitewashed, throwing into plainer view the dark color 
of their equipment lying around. On some ships splinter 
nettings were rigged inside the bulwarks, and found of ad- 
vantage in stopping the flight of larger fragments struck out 
by shot Three more of the gunboats, following the example 
of the Pinola and Itasca, had their lower masts removed and 
moored to the shore. Of the four that kept them in three had 
their masts wounded in the fight, proving the advantage of 
this precaution. Thus prepared, and stripped of every spare 
spar, rope, and boat, in the lightest fighting trim, the ships 
stood ready for the nighfs work. 

The flag-officer had at fii*st intended to advance to the at- 
tack in two columns abreast, each engaging the fort on its 
own side and that only. On second thought, considering 

Department not being willing to epare him from his duties. The difference was 
one of judgment and, perhaps, of tem^ierament. From Hi^rins^s character it is 
likely that, had he commnnded the naval forces, the Louisiana would cither have 
done more work or come to a different end. As the old proverb says, " He would 
have made a spoon or spoiled the horn.''* 
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that in the darkness and smoke vessels in parallel columns 
would be more likely to foul the hulks on either side, or else 
each other, and that the fleet might so be thrown into con- 
fusion, he changed his plan and directed that the starboard 
column should advance first, its rear vessel to be followed by 
the leader of the port column ; thus bringing the whole fleet 
into single line ahead. To help this formation, after dark 
on the 23d, the eight vessels of the starboard column moved 
over from the west bank and anchored in line ahead on the 
other side, the Cayuga, bearing the divisional flag of Captain 
Theodorus Bailey, in advance. Their orders remained to 
engage St. Philip on the right hand, and not to use their 
port batteries. The signal to weigh was to be two vertical 
red lights. 

Meanwhile, during the days that had gone by since break- 
ing the line of hulks, some officers of the fleet had thought 
they could see the water rippling over a chain between the 
two groups ; and^ although the flag-officer himself could not 
make it out, the success of the attack so depended upon 
having a clear thoroughfare, that he decided to have a sec- 
ond examination. Lieutenant Caldwell asked to do this in 
person, as his work was in question. Toward nightfall of 
the 23d, the Hartford sent a fast twelve-oared boat to the 
Itasca. Caldwell and Acting-Master Edmund Jones went 
in the boat, which was manned from the Itasca's crew, and 
after holding on by the leading ml)rtar-schooner till dark, 
the paiiy started ahead. Fearing that pickets and sharp- 
shooters on either shore might stop them, they had to pull 
up in the middle of the river against the heavy current, 
without availing themselves of the inshore eddy. Before 
they came up with the chain, a fire was kindled on the east- 
em bank throwing a broad belt of light athwart the stream. 
To pull across this in plain ^dew seemed madness, so the 
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boat was headed to the opposite side and crawled np to 
within a hundred yards of the hulks. Then holding on to 
the bnshes, ont of the glare of the fire, and hearing the 
voices of the enemy in the water battery, the party surveyed 
the situation. Though tangled chains hung from the bows 
of the outer and lower hulk it seemed perfectly plain that 
none reached across the river, but, after some hesitation 
about running the risk merely to clear up a point as to 
which he had himself no doubt, the necessity of satisfying 
others determined Caldwell; and by his orders the cutter 
struck boldly out and into the light. Crossing it unob- 
served, or else taken for a Confederate boat by any who 
may have seen, the party reached the outer hulk on the 
west side. Pausing for a moment under its shelter they 
then pulled up stream, abreast the inshore hulk, and Jones 
dropped from the bow a deep-sea lead with ten fathoms of 
line. The boat was then allowed to drift with the current, 
and the line held in the hand gave no sign of fouling any- 
thing. Then they pulled up a second time and again 
dropped down close to the hulk on the east shore with like 
favorable result ; showing conclusively that, to a depth of 
sixty feet, nothing existed to bar the passage of the fleet. 
The cutter then flew on her return with a favoring current, 
signalling all clear at 11 p.m. 

At 2 A.M. the flag-ship hoisted the appointed signal and 
the starboard column weighed, the heavy vessels taking a 
long while to purchase their anchors, owing to the force of 
the current. At 3.30 the Cayuga, leading, passed through 
the booms, the enemy waiting for the ships to come fairly 
into his power. In regular order followed the Pensacola, 
Mississippi, Oneida, Yaruna, Eatahdin, Kineo, Wissahickon, 
the Confederate fire beginning as the Pensacola passed 
through the breach. The Yaruna, Cayuga, and Katahdin 

m.. 
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steamed rapidly on, the one heavy gun of the gxmboats be- 
ing ill-adapted to cope with those in the works ; but the 
heavy ships, keeping line inside the gunboats, moved slowly 
by, fighting deliberately and stopping from time to time to 
deUver their broadsides with greater effect. 

The Pensacola, following the Caynga closely and keeping 
a little on her starboard quarter, stopped when near Fort St. 
Philip, pouring in her heavy broadside, before which the 
gnnners of its barbette battery could not stand but fled to 
cover ; then as the big ship moved slowly on, the enemy re- 
turned to their guns and again opened fire. The Pensacola 
again stopped, and again drove the cannoneers fropi their 
pieces, the crew of the ship and the gunners in the fort curs- 
ing each other back and forth in the close encounter. As 
the ship drew away and turned toward the mid-river, so that 
her guns no longer bore, the enemy manned theirs again and 
riddled her with a quartering fire as she moved off. At 
about this time the ram Manassas charged her, but, by a skil- 
ful movement of the helm, Lieutenant Boe, who was con- 
ning the Pensacola, avoided the thrust. The ram received 
the ship's starboard broadside and then continued down, 
running the gauntlet of the Union fleet, whose shot pene- 
trated her sides as though they were pasteboard. 

The Mississippi, following the Pensacola and disdaining 
to pass behind her guns, was reduced to a very low rate of 
speed. As she came up with and engaged Fort St. Philip, 
the Manassas charged at her, striking on the port side a little 
forward of the mizzen-mast, at the same time filing her one 
gun. The effect on the ship at the time was to list her 
about one degree and cause a jar like that of taking the 
ground, but the blow, glancing, only gave a wound seven 
feet long and four inches deep, cutting off the heads of flfty 
copper bolts as clean as though done in a machine. Soon 
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after, moving slowly along the face of the tori, the cmrent 
of the river caught the Mississippi on her starboard bow and 
carried her over to the Fort Jackson side. 

The Oneida, having shifted her port gnns to the starboard 
side, followed the Mississippi. She shared in the delay 
caused by the Pensacola's deliberate passage until the Mis- 
sissippi's sheer gave her the chance to move ahead. She 
then steamed quickly up, hugging the east bank, where the 
eddy current favored her advance. As she passed close 
under the muzzles of St. Philip's guns she fired rapidly canis- 
ter and shrapnel, the fire from the fort passing for the most 
part harmlessly over the ship and the heads of her crew. 

The two rear gunboats, the Kineo and Wissahickon, were 
both delayed in passing ; the Kineo by a collision with the 
Brooklyn, the two vessels meeting between the hulks, and the 
Wissahickon by fouling the obstructions. The difficulty of 
finding the breach was already felt, and became more and more 
puzzling as the vessels were nearer the rear. The Wissahick- 
on was one of the last that succeeded in getting through. 

The port column was under way in time to follow close in 
the wake of its predecessor ; indeed, it seems certain that, in 
impatience to be off, or from some other reason, the leading 
ships of this division doubled on the rear ships of the van. 
By the report of the captain of the Hartford, which led, 
that ship was engaged only twenty minutes after the enemy 
opened on the leading vessels of the starboard column. She 
steered in near to Jackson, but a fire raft coming down on 
her caused her to sheer across the river, where she took the 
ground close under St. Philip ; the raft lying on her port 
quarter, against which it was pushed by the tug Mosher,* a 

I As this feat has been usually ascribed to the Manassas, it may be well to ray 
that the statement in the text rests on the testimony of the commander of the 
ram, as well as other evidence. 
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email ftflair of tbirtf-fiTe Umn, tmarmed, with a crew of half 
B dozen men commanded by a man sained Sherman. On 
that eventful night, wlien bo manj hundreds of brave men, 
eaoh. buay in his own sphere, were plying their work of 
death, Burely no one deed of more desperate counige was 
done than that of this little bimd. The ossaolt threatened 
the very life of the big shi]), and was made in the bright 
light of the fire nnder the muzzles of her guns, These were 
turned on the pnny foe, which received a shot in her boilers 
and sunk. It is believed that the crew lost their lives, bnt 
the Hartford had caught fire and was ablaze, the flames dart- 
ing up the rigging and bursting thi-ough the ports; but the 
discipline of her crew prevailed over the fury of the element, 
while they were still receiving and returning the blows of 
their hnman antagonists in both torts ; then working herself 
clear, the Hartford passed from under their fire. 

The Brooklyn and liichmond followed the Hartford, and 
behind them tlie gunboat divisioD Sciota, Iroquois, Ptnolo, 
Kennebec, Itasca, and Winona, Fleet-Oaptoin Bell having 
his divisional tlag flying on board the Sciota. By this the 
enemy had better range, and at the same time the smoke of 
tlie battle was settling down upon the face of the river. The 
good fortnne wbit^ carried through all the vessels of tlte 
leading column therefore failed the rear. The Brooklyn 
lost sight of her next ahead and, as she was passing through 
the hulks, using both broadsides as they would bear, came 
violently into collision with the Kineo, nest to the lost ship 
of the starboard column — another indication that the two 
colnmns were lapping. The gunboat heeled violently over 
and nearly drove ashore ; but the two vessels then went clear, 
the Brooklyn fouling the booms of the eastern hulka, break- 
ing through them but losing her way. This caused her to 
fall ofl" broadside to the stream, in which position alie i-e- 
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ceived a heavy fire from St. Philip. Getting clear and her 
head once more np river, the Manassas, which had been lying 
nnseen close to the east bank, came batting into the star- 
board gangway. The blow was delivered with slight momen- 
tum against the chain armor, and appeared at the time to 
have done little damage ; bnt subsequent examination showed 
that the Brooklyn's side was stove in about six feet below 
the water-line, the prow having entered between the frames 
and crushed both inner and outer planking. A little more 
would have sunk her, and, as it was, a covering of heavy plank 
had to be bolted over the wound for a length of twenty-five 
feet before she was allowed to go outside. At the same time 
that the Manassas rammed she fired her single gun, the shot 
lodging in the sand bags protecting the steam-drum. Grop- 
ing on by the flash of the guns and the light of the burning 
rafts, the Brooklyn, just clearing a thirteen-foot shoal, found 
herself close under St. Philip, from whose exposed barbette 
guns the gpinners fled at her withering Are, as they had from 
that of the Pensacola. 

The Richmond, a slow ship at all times, was detained by 
her boilers foaming, and was much separated from her 
leaders. Still she engaged Fort Jackson and passed through 
the fire with small loss. The little Sciota followed with 
equal good fortune, having but two men wounded. 

The Pinola, which had taken her place next to the Iroquois, 
was not so fortunate. She engaged first Fort Jackson, from 
whose fire she received little injury. Then she passed over 
to the other side within one hundred and fifty yards of St. 
Philip, from which she at first escaped with equal impunity ; 
but coming then within the light of the fire-rafts, and the 
greater part of the squadron having passed, the enemy 
were able to play upon her with little to mar their aim. 
She was struck fourteen times, and lost three killed and 
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eight wonnded, the heaviest list of casualties among the 
gunboats. 

The Iroqnois, which was on picket duty, fell into her sta- 
tion behind the Sciota as the fleet went by. After passing 
through the obstructions, and when already some distance 
up the stream, as the current round the bend was throwing 
her bow off and setting her over on the east bank, the order 
" starboard " was given to the wheel. As too often happens, 
this was understood as '* stop her," and the engines were 
stopped while the wheel was not moved. In consequence of 
this mistake the Iroquois, then a very fast ship, shot over to 
the east (at this point more precisely the north) bank, past 
the guns of St. Philip, and brought up against the ironclad 
steamer Louisiana that was lying against the levee a short 
distance above the fort. This powerful, though immovable, 
vessel at once opened her ports and gave the Iroquois every 
gun that would bear, and at the same time a number of her 
people ran on deck as though to repel what seemed to be an 
attempt to board. This gave the Iroquois an opportunity of 
returning the murderous fire she had received, which she did 
with effect. Some of the guns of the Louisiana had been 

f 

double-shotted, the second shot being in two cases found 
sticking in the hole made by the first. This unfortunate 
collision made the loss of the Iroquois amount tc 8 killed 
and 24 wounded, in proportion to her complement the 
heaviest of the whole fleet. It was as she slowly drew away 
that Commander Porter noted her as '' lingering,'' standing 
out in full relief against the light of the burning rafts ; then 
she went her way, the last to pass, and the fight was won. 

The three gunboats at the rear of the second column 
failed to get by. The Itasca, on coming abreast of Fort Jack- 
son, was pierced by several shot, one of them entering the 
boiler. The steam issuing in a dense cloud drove every one 
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np from below, and the vessel deprived of her inoti 
drifted belplesaly dovm the BtrBam. The Winona following 
her, fooled tbe obEtmutions, and l>efore she conld get clear 
the Itasca backed on board of her. After a halt hour's delay 
ahe proceeded under a heavy fire, at first from Jackson. 
Thinking the burning raft, in whose light the Pinola suf- 
fered, to be on that side of the river, she tried to pass on the 
&t. Philip side, receiving the fire of the latter fort at less 
than point-blank range. Shooting over to the other side 
again, so thick waa tlie smoke that the ship got close to shore, 
and her head had to be tnrned down stream to avoid ronning 
OD. it Sy this time da;f hod broken, and the "Winona, stand- 
ing out against the motuing sky, nnder the fire of both forts, 
and with no other vessel to distract their attention, was 
forced to retire. The Kennebec also fooled the rafts and 
was unable to get by before the day dawned. 

The steamers of the mortar fiotilla, and the sailing sloop 
Portsmouth, as soon as the flag-ship had lifted her anchor, 
moved np into the station which had been assigned them to 
cover the passage of the fleet, about five hundred yards from 
Jackson, in position to enfilade the water battery command- 
ing the approach to the fort. Tlie vessels kept their place, 
firing shrapnel and shell, until the last of the fleet was seen 
to pass the forts. They then retired, the mortar-schoonera 
at the same time ceasing from the shelling, which had been 
carried on throughout the engagement. 

An hour and a quarter had elapsed from the time that the 
Cayuga passed the obstructions. The fleet, arriving above 
the forts, fell in with the Confederate flotilla, but in the ab- 
sence of the Louisiana tlie other Confederate steamers were 
no match for their antagonists. The Cayuga indeed, dashing 
forward at a rate which left her but fifteen minutes nnder 
the fire of the forts, found herself when above them in hot 
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qooiiers ; and in a not unequal matob rendared a good ac- 
count of three aaEailaotfi. The Vonuia, pttssmg witli yet 
greater rapidity, steanuMl tbroagh nitU her gaaa trained aa 
far ahead as they coiild b«, and delivered her tire as oppoi- 
tunitf offered. She soon jiasscd beyond them, unaiipparted, 
and continued up the river, coming cloee npcn a steamer 
called the Doubloon, in which were General Lorell and some 
of his stafi^ who narrowiy escaped being captured. After the 
Yanina came the Governor Moore, which had been down 
among the Union fleet, receiving there the flre of the Oneida 
and Pinola. Finding the berth too hot for him. and catch- 
iug sight of the Yaruna thus sejiamted from her fleet, Kennoo 
hoisted the Bame lights as the latter vessel and followed on 
up. The lights deceived the Yaruna and alao the Confed- 
erate steamer Jacksou, which had been up (he river on duty 
and was at quarantiiui an the two others drew near. Taking 
them for enemies the Jackaon opened a long-range lii'o on tha 
two impartially, one of her ahots n'uunding the Core-mast of 
the Moore ; she then steamed hastily away to New Orleans, 
where she was destroyed by her commander. The only other 
vessel in sight was the Stonewall Jackson ' of the Kiver De- 
fence Fleet, etmying one gun. Slie was behind the two, 
tiying to escape unseen to New Orleans. Kennon now openod 
&re, hoping that the Jackson, undeceived, would turn back 
to help him, but she kept on her upward course ; the Ya- 
runa, however, was no longer in ignorance. Finding that the 
height of tlie Moore's forecastle out of water and the position 
of the bow gon would not let it be depressed enough to flra 
with effect, Kennon resort«d to the old-time heroic treatment 
for such defects ; loading the gTm with percussion shell ho 
fired it through the bows of bis own ship, and used the hole 
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thus made for a port. The next shot raked the Yanina's 
deck, killing three and wounding nine of the crew. Boggs 
then put his helm hard aport, bringing his starboard battery 
to bear and doubtless expecting that the enemy would fol- 
low his motion to avoid being raked, but Kennon knew too 
well his own broadside weakness, and keeping straight on 
ran into the Yaruna before her head could be gotten off 
again. The powerful battery of the Union vessel, sweeping 
from stem to stem, killed or wounded a large part of the 
enemy's crew ; but her own fate was sealed, her frame being 
too light for such an encounter. The Moore having rammed 
again then hauled off, believing the Yaruna to be in a sinking 
condition, and tried to continue up stream, but with difficulty, 
having lost her wheel-ropes. The Stonewall Jackson, now 
coming up, turned also upon the Yaruna and rammed her on 
the port side, receiving a broadside in return. The Union 
vessel then shoved her bow into the east bank and sank to 
her top-gallant forecastle. 

The Yaruna's advance had been so rapid that there seems 
to have been some uncertainty in the minds of Captains 
Bailey and Lee of the Cayuga and Oneida as to where she 
was. It being yet dark they were very properly inclined to 
wait for the rest of the fleet to come up. In a few moments, 
however, the Oneida moved slowly ahead as far as quarantine, 
whence the Yaruna and her enemies were made out. The 
Oneida then went ahead at full speed. When she came up 
the Yaruna was already ashore, her two opponents trying to 
escape, but in vain. The Stonewall Jackson ran ashore with- 
out offering resistance, on the right bank nearly opposite 
the Yaruna; the Moore on the left bank, some distance 
above, where her captain set her on flre, but received the 
broadsides of the Oneida and Pensacola with his colors still 
flying, and so was taken. 
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The Gaynga followed the Oneida, but more slowly, and 
about five miles above the fort came upon a Confederate 
camp npon the right bank of the river. She opened with 
canister, and in a few moments the troops, a part of the Chal- 
mette regiment, surrendered. 

After ramming the Brooklyn, the Manassas had qnietly 
followed the Union fleet, but when she came near them the 
Mississippi turned upon her. It was impossible to oppose 
her three hundred and eighty-four tons to the big enemy com- 
ing down upon her, so her commander dodged the blow and 
ran her ashore, the crew escaping over the bows, while the 
Mississippi poured in two of her broadsides, leaving her a 
wreck. Soon after, she slipped oflf the bank and drifted down 
past the forts in flames. At 8 a.m. she passed the mortar- 
fleet and an effort was made to secure her, but before it 
could be done she faintly exploded and sank. 

The Iroquois, steaming up through the mdlee, saw a Con- 
federate gunboat lying close in to the east bank. Having 
slowed down as she drew near the enemy, some one on board 
the latter shouted, ** Don't fire, we surrender." This was 
doubtless unauthorized, for as the ship passed on, the Con- 
federate, which proved to be the McBae, discharged a broad- 
side of grape-shot and langrage, part of the latter being 
copper slugs, which were found on the Iroquois's decks in 
quantities after the action. The fire was promptly returned 
with Xl-inch canister and d2-poimder shot. The McBae's 
loss was very heavy, among the number being her com- 
mander, Thomas B. Huger, who was mortally wounded. 
This gentleman hod been an officer of reputation in the 
United States Navy, his last service having been as first- 
lieutenant of the very ship with which he now came into col- 
lision. This was but a few months before, imder the same 
commission, the present being, in fact, her first cruise ; and 
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the other officers and orew were, with few exeeptionB, the 
same as those previously under his orders. There is no other 
veiy particular mention of the McBae, but the Confedei'ate 
army officers, who were not much pleased with their navy in 
general, spoke of her fighting gallantly among the Union 
ships. 

As for the (General Quitman and the Biver Defence Fleet, 
there seems to have been but one opinion among the Con- 
federate officers, both army and navy, as to their bad be- 
havior before and during the fight.* They did not escape 
punishment, for their enemies were among them before they 
could get away. The Oneida came upon one crossing from 
the right to the left bank, and rammed her ; but it is not 
possible to recover the adventures and incidents that befell 
each. Certainly none of them rammed a Union vessel ; and 
it seems not unfair to say that they gave way in disorder, 
like any other irregular force before a determined onslaught, 
made a feeble effort to get off, and then ran their boats 
ashore and fired them. They had but one chance, and that 
a desperate one, to bear down with reckless speed on the on- 
coming ships and ram them. Failing to do this, and begin- 
ning to falter, the ships came among them like dogs among 
a flock of sheep, willing enough to spare, had they tinder- 
stood the weakness of their foes, but thinking themselves to 



1 Colonel Lovell of the Confederate army, who was ordnance and disbursing 
ofBoer of the Biver Defence Fleet, and had been twelve years an officer in the 
United States Navy, testified there was no organization, no discipline, and little 
or no drill of the crews. He offered to employ a naval officer to drill than, but it 
docs not appear that the offer was accepted. He also testified that he had exam- 
ined the EUet ram, Qneen of the West, and considered most of the River Defence 
boats better fitted for their work. The night before the fight, one of them, with 
Grant, captain of the Quitman, went on board the Manassas, and there told 
Worley that they were under nobody's orders but those of the Secretary of War, 
and they were there to show naval officers how to fight. There is plen^ of evi* 
dence to the same effect It was impossible to do anything With th«m. 
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be in conAict with foi'midnlile iron-clad. lams, an imprcsBiou 
the Confwierates had tarufully fostered. 

When the day broke, nine of the enemy's vessels were to 
be Been destrojed. The Louisiana remained in her berth, 
while the McHae, and the Defiance of the River Defence 
Squadron, had taken refuge under the guns of the forta. The 
two first had lost their commanders by the fire of the fleet 
During the three days that foUoweil, their presence vaa a 
cause of anxiety to Commander Porter, who was ignorant of 
the Louisiana's disabled condition. 

The Union fleet anchored for the day at quarantine, five 
miles above the foila. The following morning, leaving Iho 
Kineo aud Wissahickon to protect, if necessary, the landing 
of General Butler's troops, they got under way again in the 
original order of two columns, not, however, very strictly ob- 
aerved, and went on up the liver. 

As they ad^'anced, burning ships and steamers were passed, 
evidences of the panic which had seized the city, whose con- 
fidence had been undisturbed up to the moment of the 
successful passage of the torts. Four miles below New Or- 
leans, the Chabnette and McQehee batteries were encountered, 
mounting five and nine guns. The Cayuga, still leading and 
steaming too rapidly ahead, underwent their fire for soma 
lime unsupported by her conaorts, the Hartford approaching 
nt full speed under a rnldng fire, to which she could only 
reply with two bow guns. When her broadside came to bear, 
she slowed down, porting her helm ; then having fired, before 
she could reload, the Brooklyn, compelled to paas or run into 
her, sheered inside, between ker and the works. The succes- 
sive broadsides of these two Iieavy ships drove the enemy from 
their guns. At about the same moment the Pensacola engaged 
the batteries on the east bank, and the other vessels coming 
up in rapid succession, the works were quickly silenced. 
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The attack of the fleet upon tlie forts and its successful 
passage has been fitly called the battle of New Orleans, for 
the fate of the citywas there decided. Enclosed between 
the swamps and the Mississippi, its only outlet by land was 
by a narrow neck, in parts not over three-quarters of a mile 
wide, running close by the river, which was at this time full 
to the tops of the levees, so that the guns of the fleet com- 
manded both the narrow exit and the streets of the city. 
Even had there been the means of defence, there was not 
food for more than a few days. 

At noon of the 25th, the fleet anchored before the city, 
where everything was in confusion. Up and down the levee 
coal, cotton, steamboats, ships, were ablaze, and it was not 
without trouble that the fleet avoided sharing the calamity. 
Among the shipping thus destroyed was the Mississippi, an 
ironclad much more powerful than the Louisiana. She was 
nearing completion, and had been launched six days, when 
Farragut came before the city. His rapid movements and 
the neglect of those in charge to provide tow-boats stopped 
her from being taken to the Yazoo, where she might yet have 
been an ugly foe for the fleet. This and the fate of the Lou- 
isiana are striking instances of the value of promptness in 
war. Nor was this the only fruit snatched by Farragut's 
quickness. There is very strong reason to believe that the 
fall of New Orleans nipped the purpose of the French em- 
peror, who had held out hopes of recognizing the Confed- 
eracy find even of declaring that he would not respect the 
blockade if the city held out. 

Captain Bailey was sent ashore to demand the surrender, 
and that the United States flag should be hoisted upon the 
public buildings. The rage and mortification of the excit- 
able Creoles was openly manifested by insult and abuse, and 
the service was not unattended with danger. The troops, 
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er, Vieiug withdrawn by the military commander, the 
mayor, with Bome natuTnl grandiloquence, announced bis 
submission to the inevitable, and Captain Bailey hoisted tha 
flag on the mint. The next day it was hauled down by a 
party of four citizens ; in consequence of which act, the flag- 
ofQcer, on the 29th, sent ashore a battalion of 250 mariQes, 
accompanied by a howitzer battery in charge of two mid- 
shipmen, the whole under command of the fleet-captain. By 
them the flags were rehoiated and the buildings guarded, 
until Gonei'al Butler arrived on the evening of Mny 1st, when 
the city wb« turned over to his care. 

Meanwhile Commander Porter remained ia command be- 
low the forts. The morning after the passage of the fleet he 
sent a demand for their surreuder, which was refused. Learn- 
ing that the Louisiana and some other boats Lad escaped the 
general destruction, and not aware of their real condition, he 
began to take mcaeures for the safety of hia morlar-schooners. 
They were sent down the river to Pilot Town, with the Ports- 
month oa convoy, and wil.h orders to fit for sea, Six were 
sent off at once to the rear of Fort Jackson, to blockade the 
boyona tliat ramify through that low land ; while the Miami 
and Sachem were sent iu the other direction, behind St. 
Philip, to assist the troops to land. 

On the 27th, Porter, having received oflicial information of 
the fall of the city, notified Colonel Higgins of the fact, and 
again demanded the surrender, offering favorable conditionH. 
Meanwliile insubordination was rife in the gan'iBon, which 
found itself hemmed in on all sides. At midnight of the 
27th, the troops rose, seized the guard and posterns, reversed 
the field pieces oonunanding the gates, and began to spike 
the gODB. Many of them left the fort w^th their arms ; and 
the reet, esoept one company of planters, flnnly refused to 
fight any longei'. The men were largely foreigners, and with 
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little mtereat id tbe Seceaaion cause ; but thej also probablfl 
saw tliat continued I'esistonce ouil harilahip could not result 
in ultimate success. The water-way above and lielow being 
in the hands of the hoatile navr, aU communication was out 
off by the nature of the country and the state of the riv 
there could therefore be but one issue to a prolonged c 
teat. The crime of the men was heinous, but it only hastened - ] 
the end. To avoid a humiliating disaster. General Duncan. 1 
accepted the oSered terms on the 28th. Tiie ofiicers wei 
permitted to retain their side arms, and the troops compoa- ] 
ing the garrison to iLcpart, on parole not to s 
changed. At 2.30 f.u. the forts were formally delivered to J 
the navy, and the United States flag ouee more hoisted ovet I 

The Confederate naval ofBeers were not parties to the oft- ] 
pitulation, which was drawn up and signed on board Porter's 1 
flag-ship, the Harriet Lane. Wliile the representative 
seated in her cabin, fi^a of truce flying from her mastbexl ] 
and from the forts, the Louisiana was fired by her com< | 
mander and came drifting down the river in flames. Her 1 
guns discharged themselves as the heat I'eached their charges, i 
and wheu she came abreast Fort St. Pliilip eiie blew Up, j 
hilling a Confederate soldier and neaily killing Captain Mo-' I 
Intosh, her former commander, who was lying there mortaUj 4 
wounded. This act caused great indignation at the t 
among the United States officers present. 
Mitchell afterward gave explanations which were acoepted ] 
as satisfactory by Mr. Welles, the Secretaty of the Navy. He 1 
said that the Iiouisiana was secured to the opposite shore ] 
from the fleet, three-quarters of a mile above, and that an I 
attempt had been made to di'own the magazine. As proof of i 
good faith he had sent a lieutenant to notify Porter of tho 1 
probable failure of that attempt. It remains, however, a ] 
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curious wajit of foresight in a Tuiva] man uot to anticipate 
tiat the hempen faata, which alooe Bepured, her, woulil be 
destrojed, and that the veeael thus cast looae would drift 
down with the titream. Conceding tuUj the mutual inde- 
pendence of army and navy, it ie yet objeetionahle that vcldie 
one is treating under Ba^ of truce, the other should be send- 
ing down burning veBsels, whether cardeasly or maLieiously, 
upon sn unsuspecting enemy. 

When taken poesession of, Fort Jackson was found to have 
suffered greatly. The ground inside and ont was plowed by 
the falling shell ; the levee had been cut in many places, let- 
ting water into the fort ; the casemates were shattered, gnna 
dismounted and gnn-can'iagea destroyed ; all the bnildinga 
within the waUs had been burned. Yet it was far from being 
reduced to an indefensible condition by six days' bombard- 
meut^ could it have continued to receive supplies and rein- 
forcemejit!;. The loss of the garrison had been 11 killed and 
S9 wounded. 

The question of the efficacy of mortar-firing was raised in 
this as in other inHtaucea. Granting its inability to compel 
the surrender, it remains certain that Fort Jackson, though 
the stronger work, inflicted much less damage upon Ihe 
passing fleet than did St. Philip. The direct testimony of 
Commander De Camp of the Iroq^nois, and an esamination 
ol the injuries received by the sliips, when clearly specified, 
shows this. As both posts lind been under one commander, 
it may be inferred that the difference in execution woa duo 
pttrily to the exhaustion of the garrison, and partly to the 
constant fire of the mortar flotilla during the time of the 
X>assage ; both effects of the bombardment. 

The exterior line of the defences of New Orleans being thna 
pierced in its central and strongest point, the remaining works 
— Foi'ts Pike and Macomb guarding the approaches by way of 
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Lake Pontchortrain, Livingston at Barrataria Bay, Berwick at 
Berwick Bay, and others of less importance — constituting 
that line were hastily abandoned. Such guns as could be 
saved, with others from various quarters, were hurried away to 
Vicksburg, which had already been selected as the next point 
for defence, and its fortifications begun. The whole delta of 
the Mississippi was thus opened to the advance of the Union 
forces. This was followed a few days later by the evacuation 
of Pensacola, for which the enemy had been preparing since 
the end of February, when the disaster at Donelson had made 
it necessary to strip other x)oints of troops. The heavy guns 
had been remov^, though not to New Orleans. The defence- 
less condition of the place was partly known to the officer 
commanding at Fort Pickens, but no one could spare him 
force enough to test it. At the time of its final abandonment. 
Commander Porter, who after the surrender of the forts had 
proceeded to Mobile with the steamers of the mortar flotilla, 
was lying off that bar. Seeing a brilliant light in the direc- 
tion of Pensacola at 2 a.m. on the 10th of May, he stood for 
the entrance, arriving at daylight. The army and navy took 
possession the same day, and this fine harbor was now again 
available as a naval station for the United States. 

After New Orleans had been occupied by the army, Farra- 
gut sent seven vessels, under the command of Captain Craven 
of the Brooklyn, up the river. Baton Bouge and Natchez 
surrendered when summoned ; but at Vicksburg, on the 22d 
of May, Commander S. P. Lee was met with a refusal. On 
the 9th of June the gunboats Wissahickon and Itasca, being 
sent down to look after some earthworks which the Confed- 
erates were reported to be throwing up at Grand Gulf, found 
there a battery of rifle guns completed, and were pretty 
roughly handled in the encounter which followed. On the 
18th of June the Brooklyn and Bichmond anchored below 
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Vicksbnrg, and shortly after the flag-officer came in person 
with the Hartford, accompanied by Cooimander Porter with 
the steamers and seventeen schooners of the mortar flotilla. 
The flag-officer did not think it possible to reduce the place 
without a land force, but the orders of the Department were 
peremptory that the Mississippi should be cleared. From 
Yicksburg to Memphis the high land did not touch the river 
on the east bank, and Memphis with all above it had now 
fallen. Yicksburg at that time stood, the sole seriously de- 
fended point. 

The condition of the fleet was at this time a cause of seri- 
ous concern to the flag-officer. The hulls had been much 
injured by the enemy's Are, and by frequent collisions in the 
lower river, due to the rapid current and the alarms of flre- 
raf ts. The engines, hastily built for the gunboats, and worn 
in other ships by a cruise now nearing its usual end, were in 
need of extensive repairs. The maintenance of the coal- 
supply for a large squadron, Ave hundred miles up a crooked 
river in a hostile country, was in itself no small anxiety ; in- 
volving as it did carriage of the coal against the current, the 
provision of convoys to protect the supply vessels against 
guerillas, and the employment of pilots ; few of whom were 
to be found, as they naturally favored the enemy, and had 
gone away. The river was drawing near the time of lowest 
water, and the flag-ship herself got agrotmd under very critical 
circumstances, having had to take out her coal and shot, and 
had even begun on her guns, two of which were out when 
she floated off. The term of enlistment of many of the crews 
had ended and they were clamoring for their discharge, and 
the unhealthy climate had already caused much illness. It 
was evident from the very first that Vicksburg could only 
be taken and held by a land force, but the Government in 
Washington were urgent and Farragut determined to run by 
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the batteries. TMs was the flret attempt ; but thcro frero 
afterward so taaay eimilar daahea oTer the same spot, bj 

fleets or aiogle veHBelB, that the BOene demands a brief de- 
scription. 

Yickshnrg ia four hundred miles above New Orleans, four 
hnndred below Memphis. The river, after pursuing its ir- 
re^lar conrse for the latter distance through the alluvial 
bottom lands, turns to the northeast five miles before reach- 
ing the Vicksburg bluffs. When it encounters them it sweeps 
obniptlj round, contiuuing its (bourse southwest, parallel to 
tlie first reaeh ; leaving between the two a narrow tongue of 
low land, from three-quai-ters to one mile wide. The blufb 
at their greatest elevation, just below tlie pouit where the 
river first touches them, ore two hundred oud sixtj feet high ; 
not perpeniUcular, but sloping down close to the waf«r, their 
nearness to which continues, with dinunishing elevation, for 
two miles, where the town of Vicksburg ia reached. They 
then gradually reoede, their height at the same time decreas- 
ing hy degrees to one hnndred and fifty feet. 

The position was by nature the strongest on the river. 
The heigltt of the baulis, with the uorrowneas and peculiar 
winding of the ati'eam, placed the batteries on the hill -sides 
above the reach of guns on shipboard. At the time of Far- 
ragut's first attack, though not nearly so strongly and regu- 
larly fortified as afterward, there were in position twenty- sis ' 
gnus, viz. ; two X-tnch, one IX-inch, foui' VHI-inch, five 42- 
and two 24-poTUider smooth-bores, and seven 32-, two 24-, one 
18-, and two 12-poTmdor rifled guns. Of these, one IX-inch, 
three \ Ill-inch, and the 18-pounder rifie were planted at the 
highest point of the bluffs above the town, in the bend, 
where they hod a raking fire npon the ships before and after 
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tliej passed their front. Just aboye tliese the totu 24- 
poundera were placed.' Half a mile below the town was a 
water hat.tery,' ahont fiftj feet ahove the river, rooiinting two 
I'iiled 32b, and four 42a, The eleven other guns were placed 
along the crest of the hills below the town, scattered over a 
distance of a mile or more, so that it was hard for the ships 
to make out their exact jiOBitior). The distance from end to 
end of the siege batteries was about three miles, and as ths 
rurrent was running at the rate of thr^e knots, while the 
speed of llie fleet was not over eight, three-quarters of an. 
hour at least was needed for each ehip to pass by the front 
of the works. The upper batteries followed them for at least 1 
twenty minutes longer- Besides the siege guns, field bati- ] 
teriea in the town, and moving from place to place, took J 
part in the action ; and a heavy fire was kept up on the 
aels from the rifle-pits near the turn. 

On the 26(h and 27th of June the schooners were placed 
in position, nine on the east and eight on the west bonk. 
Bomb practice began on the 26th and was continued througti 
the 27th. On the evening of the latter day Commai 
Porter notified ths admiral that he was ready to cover tha i 
])ae8age of the fleet. 

At 2 A.U. of the 28th the signal was made, end at three tha I 
fleet was under way. The vessels advanced in two colut 
the Bichmond, Hartford, and Brooklyn in the order named, ' 
forming the starboard column, with intervals between them J 
long enough to allow two gunboats to fire through. Tha 
]iort column was composed of the Iroquois, the leading 
ship, and the Oneida, ahead of the Bichmond on her port 
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bow, tbe 'Wissahickon and Sciota between the liicLmond 
and the Hartford, the Wmoiia and Pinola between the flag- 
ebip and the Brooklyn, and in the rear, on tlie port quarter 
d( the Brooklyn, the Kennebec and the Katahdin. At (our 
o'clock the mortars opened fire, and at the same moment the 
enemy, the vessels of the fleet replying as their gnus bore. 
As the Hartford passed, the steamers of the mortar flotilla, 
Octorata, Miami, Jackson, Westfield, Clifton, Harriet lione, 
and Owasco, moved up on her starboard quarter, engaging 
under way the water battery, at a distance of twelve hundred 
to fifteen hundred yards, and maintaining (his position till 
the fleet had passed. The leading vessels, as far as and 
including the Pinota, continued on, silencing the batteries 
■when fairly exposed to their broadsides, bnt enfiering more 
or less severely before and after. The prescrilied order was 
not accurately observed, the lack of good pilots leading the 
ships to hug the liank on the town aide, where the shore was 
known to be bold, aud throwing them into line ahead ; the 
distances also lengthened out somewhat, wliich lessened the 
mntnal support. 

The flag-ship moved slowly, and even stopped tor a time 
to wait for the vessels in the rear ; seeing which Captain 
Palmer, of the Iroquois, who had leached the turn, also 
stopped his ship, and let her drift down close to the Hart- 
ford to draw a part of the enemy's file, and to reinforce that 
of the flag-officer. The upper batteries, like all the others, 
were silent while the ships lay in front of tliem ; but as soon 
as the Hartford and Iroquois moved up they returned to 
their gnns. and followed the rear of the fleet with a spitefnl 
fire till out of range. 

The cannonade of the enemy could at no time have been 
said to be discontinued along the line. The Brooklyn, with 
the two gunboats following, stopped when above the mortar- 
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Btenmei-H, and eiif;ngQd the batteries within range at a great | 

diead vantage ; those ahead having a more or less raking ftn 
upon them. Tlie three remained there for two hours and 
then retired, the remainder of the fleet having passed oa 
bejond and anchored above, at G a.m. 

Having thua obeyed his orders, the flag-offioer reported 
that the forts had been passed and could bo passed again bk 
often Bd necesaary, a pledge freqnentlj redeemed afterward; 
but be added, " it will not be easy to do more than silenoo 
the batteries tor a time." The feat had been performed with 
the steady gallantry that eharocterized all the similar attempts 
on the river. Notwithstanding the swift adverse cniTent, the 
full [lower of the vessels was not exerted. Tlie loss was 15 
killed and 30 wounded, eight of the former being among the 
crew of the Olifton, which received a shot in her boiler, 
scalding all but one of the forward powder division. The 
Confederates reported that none of their guns had been in- 
jured, and they mention no casualties. 

The action of the three commanders that failed to p&afl 
was severely censured by the flag-officer ; nor is it surprising 
that h h Id ha e felt annoyed at finding his fleet sepa- 
'ated w th the uemy's batteries between them. It seents 
la h w that the smoke was for a time so thick tis to 

I ent th B klru fK>m seeing that the flag-ship had 
k pt on whde th language of the flag-officer's written order 
g em ng the engagement was explicit. It read thus : 
" When the vessels reach the bend of the river, should the 
enemy continne the action, the ahixiB and Iroquois and Oneida 
will stop their engines and drop down the river again, keep- 
ing up the flre until directed otherwise." In view of theae 
facts. Captain Craven was certainly justifiad in maintaining 
hie position until he saw that the flag-ship had passed ; then 
it may be doubtful whether the llag-o£Bcei''s action had not 
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countermanded his orders. The question will be differently 
answered by different persons ; probably the greater number 
of officers would reply that the next two hours, spent in a 
stationary position under the batteries, would have been bet- 
ter employed in running by and rejoining the fleet. The 
error of judgment, if it was one, was bitterly paid for in the 
mortification caused to a skilful and gallant officer by the 
censure of the most distinguished seaman of the war. 

Above Vicksburg the flag-officer communicated with one 
of the rams under Lieutenant-Colonel EUet, who undertook 
to forward his communications to Davis and Halleck. The 
ships were then anchored. 

On the 1st of July Davis's fleet arrived. On the 9th an 
order was received from Washington for Commander Por- 
ter to proceed to Hampton Beads with twelve mortar- 
schooners. The next morning he sailed in the Octorara 
with the schooners in company. On the way down he not 
only had experience of the increasing difficulty of navigation 
from the falling of the water, but also his active mind as- 
certained the extent of the traffic by way of the Red River, 
and its worth to the Confederacy; as also the subsidiary 
value of the Atchafalaya Bayou, which, extending through 
the delta of the Mississippi from the Bed Biver to the 
Gulf, was then an open highway for the introduction of 
foreign supplies, as well as the transport of native pro- 
ducts. The object and scope of the next year's campaign 
are plainly indicated in a letter of his addressed to Farragut 
during his trip down the river. It was unfortunate that an 
attempt was not made to hold at once the bluffs below the 
point where those two highways meet, and blockade them 
both, instead of wasting time at Vicksburg when there was 
not then strength enough to hold on. 
Ill 5 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE RECOIL FROM VICKSBURG. 

The position now occnpied by the combined fleets of Farra- 
gnt and Davis was from three to four miles below the mouth 
of the Yazoo Biver, near the neck of the long tongue of land 
opposite Yicksburg. The armed vessels were anchored on 
the east side, the transports tied up to the opposite bank. 
It was known that up the Yazoo was an ironclad ram, similar 
to one that had been building at Memphis when the capture 
of that city led to its destruction. The one now in the 
Yazoo, called the Arkansas, had been taken away barely in 
time to escape the same fate, and, being yet unfinished, had 
been towed to her present position. She was about 180 feet 
long by 30 feet beam, of from 800 to 1,000 tons burden, with 
a casemate resembling that of other river ironclads, except^- 
ing that the ends only were inclined, the sides being in con- 
tinuation of the sides of the vessel. The deck carrying the 
guns was about six feet above water. The armor was of rail- 
road iron dovetailed together, the rails running up and down 
on the inclined ends and horizontally along the sides. The 
iron thus arranged formed nearly a solid mass, about three 
inches thick, heavily backed with timber ; and in the case* 
mate between the ports there was a further backing of com« 
pressed cotton bales firmly braced. The cotton was covered 
within by a light sheathing of wood, as a guard against fire. 
Her battery of ten guns was disposed as follows : in the bow, 
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two heavy Vm-inch colambiads ; in the stem, two 6.4-inch 
rifles ; and in broadside two 6.4-inch rifles, two 32-pounder 
smooth-bores and two IX-inch Dahlgren shell-guns. The 
hnll proper was light and poorly built. She had twin 
screws, but the engines were too light, and were more- 
over badly constructed, and therefore continually breaking 
down. Owing to this defect, she sometimes went on shore, 
and the commanding officer could not feel sure of her obey- 
ing his will at any moment. Besides her battery she had 
a formidable ram under water. She was at this time com- 
manded by Commander Isaac N. Brown, formerly of the 
United States Navy, and had a complement of trained offi- 
cers. 

Notwithstanding the reports of her power, but little appre- 
hension had been felt in the Union fleet, but still a recon- 
noissance was ordered for the 15th of July. The vessels 
sent were the Carondelet, Commander Walke, the Tyler, 
Lieutenant-Commander Gwin, and the Queen of the West of 
the ram fleet ; they carried with them a number of sharp- 
shooters from the army. 

The Yazoo having been entered early in the morning, the 
Arkansas was met unexpectedly about six miles from the 
mouth. At this time the ram and the Tyler were over a mile 
ahead of the Carondelet, the Tyler leading. The latter, 
having no prow and being unarmored, was wholly unfit to 
contend with the approaching enemy ; she therefore retreated 
down stream toward the Carondelet. 

The latter also turned and began a running fight down 
stream. The move was not judicious, for she thus exposed 
her weakest part, the unarmored stem, to the fire of the 
enemy, and directed her own weakest battery, two 32-poTmd- 
ers, against him. Besides, when two vessels are approach- 
ing on parallel courses, the one that wishes to avoid the ram 
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. may perhaps do so by a movement of the helm, as the Pensa- 
cola avoided the Manassas at the forts ; bnt when the slower 
ship, as the Carondelet was, has presented her stem to the 
enemy, she has thrown up the game, barring some fortunate 
accident. The aggregate weight of metal discharged by 
each ironclad from all its guns was nearly the same,' but the 
Arkansas had a decided advantage in penetrative power by 
her four 6.4-inch rifles. Her sides, and probably her bow, 
were decidedly stronger than those of her opponent; but 
whatever the relative advantages or disadvantages under 
other circumstances, the Carondelet had now to fight her 
fight with two 32-pounders opposed to two VULi-inch shell- 
guns, throwing shell of 53 pounds and solid shot of 64, and 
with her unarmored stem opposed to the armored bow of the 
ram. The Tyler took and kept her place on the port bow of 
the Carondelet ; as for the Queen of the West, she had fled 
out of sight. ** We had an exceedingly good thing," wrote 
one of the Arkansas' officers ; and for a long time, Walke's 
report says one hour, they kept it. During that time, how- 
ever, a shot entered the pilot-house, injuring Commander 
Brown, mortally wounding one pilot and disabling another. 
The loss of the latter, who was pilot for the Yazoo, was seri- 
ously felt as the Arkansas came up and the order was given to 
ram ; for the Carondelet was hugging the left bank, and as the 

1 The Carondelet, by returns made to the Navy Department in the following 
month, August, had four Vlll-inch guns, six 83-ponnders, and three rifles— one 
80, one 6U, and one 70-pound. Assuming her rifles to have been in the bows, the 
weight and distribution of battery would have been — 

Carondelet. Arkansas. 

Bow 150 106 

Broadside 170 165 

Stem 64 120 

384 891 

The Arkansas* battery, as given, depends upon independent and agreeing state- 
ments of two of her division officers. A third differs very slightly. 
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enemy was drawing thirteen feet, the water waa dangeroasly 
shoal. She accordinglj abandoned the attempt and sheered 
off, passing ho close that, trom the decks of the Tyler, the 
two seemed to touch. Both flred their broadsides in passing. 

After this moment the accounts are not to be reconciled. 
Captain Walke, of the Carondelet, says that he eoatinued 
the action broadside to broadside for some minutes, till the 
ArkftTiH Ufl drew ahead, and then followed her with his bow 
g^uns until, his wheel-ropes being cut, he ran into the bonk, 
while the ram continued down the river with her colors 
shot away. The colors of the Carondelet, he says, wared 
uadiaturbed throughout the flght. On the other hand. Cap- 
tain Blown, of the Arkansas, states explicitly that there were 
no colors flying on board the Carondelet, that oU opposition 
to his fire had ceased, and wb^ not resumed as the ram por- 
sned the other vessels ; the Arkansas* flag-staff was shot 
away. The loss of the Carondelet was i killed and 6 
wounded ; that of the Aikaosos cannot well be separated 
from her casualties during the same day, but seems to have 
been confined to the pilot and one other man killed. 

The ram now followed the Tyler, which liad kept up her 
Are and remained within range, losing many of her people 
killed and wounded. The enemy was seen to be pumping a 
heavy stream of water both in the Yazoo and the Mississippi, 
and her smoke-stack had been so pierced by shot as to 
tcdnce her speed to a little over a knot an hour, at which 
rate, aided by a favoring current, she passed through the 
two fleets. Having no faith in her coming down, the vessels 
were found wholly unprepared to attack ; only one, the ram 
General Bragg, had steam, and her commander unfortu- 
Bately waited for orders to act iu such on emergency. 
"Everyman has one chance," Farragut is reported to have 
said; " he has had his and lost it." The chance was unique, . 
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ccesadil thruat vonld have apored two admiinla 

admitting a disBster cauHed by over-seourit^. 
The retreating Tyler was aighted first, and gave definite 
infomuttioa of wliat tlie firing that had been heard meant, 
and the Arkansas soon followed. She fought her way boldly 
through, passing between the vessels of war and the traas- 
ports, firing and receiving the fire of eath as she went by, 
most of the projectiles bounding harmlesaly from her sideBJ' 
but two 51-inch ahells came through, killing many and set- 
ting on fire the cotton backing. On the other hand, ths 
Xiancaster, of the ram fieet, which made a move toward her, 
got a shot in the mud-receiver which disabled her, scalding 
many of her people ; two of them fatally. The whole afiliir 
with the fleeta lasted but a few minutes, and the Arkansas, 
having passed out of range, found refuge under the Vicks- 
l)uig batteries. 

The two fiag-officers were much mortified at the success ol 
this daring act, due as it was to the unprepared state of th» 
fleets; and Farragut instantly determined to follow her down 
and attempt to destroy ber as he ran by. The execution 
the plan was appointed for late in the afternoon, at 
time Davis moved down his squadron and engaged the npj 
batteries as a diversion. Oning to difficulties in taking 
tion, however, it was dark bj the time the Beet reached thtt' 
town, and the ram, anticipatiDg the move, had shifted h^; 
berth as soon as the waning light enabled her to do so 'with*' 
out being seen. She could not therefore be made i 
which was the more unfortunate because, although i 
pierced twice in the morning, her plating on the exjjosed 
had been much loosened by the battering she received, On« 
Xl-inch shot only found her as the fleet went by, and 
tilled and wounded several of her people. Ail Farragntflj; 
fleet, accompanied by the ram Snmter,' detached for this 
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rice by Flag-OfBcer Davis, passed down in safety ; the total 
loss in the action with the Arkansas and in the second pas- 
sage of the batteries being bnt 5 killed and 16 wounded. 
None of thin fleet ever retomed above Vicksburg again. 

The Upper Mississippi flotilla in the same encounter had 
13 killed, Si wounded, and 10 missing. The greater part of 
this loss fell on the Carondelet and the Tyler in the running 
fight ; the foi-mer having i killed and lU wounded, besides 
two who, when a shot of the enemy caused steam to escape, 
jumped overboard and were drowned. The Tyler lost 8 
killed and 16 wounded. The commanding officer of the 
Arkansas reported hb loss as 10 kiUed and 15 badly 
wounded. 

The ram now lay at the bend of the river between two 
forts. Oa the 22d of July, Flag-Officer Davis sent down to 
attack her the ironc^lad Essex, Commander W. D. Farter, 
with the ram Queen of the West, Lieutenant-Colonel EUet. 
They started shortly after dawn, the Benton, Cinciimati, and 
iKjoisville covering them by an attack upon the upper bat^ 
teriea. As the Kssex neared the Arkansas the bow fasts of 
the latter were slacked and the starboard screw turned, so 
that her head swung off, presenting her shEirp stem and beak 
to the broad square bow of the B.ssailant. The latter could 
not afford to take such an oiler, and, being very clumsy, 
could not recover heraelf after being foiled in her first aim. 
She accordingly ran by, grazing the enemy's aide, and was 
carried ashore astern of him, in wliich critical position she 
remained for ten minntoa under a heavy fire ; then, backing 
and swinging clear, she raa down the river under fire of all 
the batteries, but was not struck. When Porter saw that he 
would be unable to ram, ho fired into the Ai'kansas' bows, at 
fifty yards distance, three solid IS-inch ahot, one of which 
penetrated and raked her decks, killing 7 and wounding 6 
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of her small crew, which then mimbered only 41 ; the rest 
having been taken nway as she waa not fit for immediate sot- 
Tice. The Queen of the West i-ammed, doing Eome injury, 
but not of a Tital kind. Hiie then turned her head up etrcata 
and rejoined the upper fleet, i-ecei\dug much damage from, ' 
the batteries as she went back. 

Two dajB later, Farragat's fleet and the troops on the 
point opposite Vieksburg, under the command of General 
Williama, went down the river ; Famigat going to New Or- 
leans and Williams to Baton Rouge. Tliis move was made 
necessary by the falling of the river and the inoi-eaeing sick- 
liness of the climate. Porter, on his passage down a fort- 
night before, had expressed the opinion, from hin experi- 
ence, that if the heavy ships did not come down booh tJiey 
would have to remain till next season. But the health of tha J 
men, who had now been tlwee months up the river, waa 
most powerful eause for the change. On the 2Sth of July | 
forty per cent, of the crews of the upper flotilla were on 
sick list. The troops, who being ashore were moi-e exposed, j 
had but 800 fit for duty out of a total of 3,200. Two weeka 
before the Brooklyn hod 68 down owt of 300. These w 
almost all sick nith climatic diseases, and the cases were 
creasing in number and intensity. The Oonfcdeiates now 
having possession of the point opposite Yirksburg, Davis 
moved his fleet to the mouth of the Yazoo, and finally to He- 
lena. The growing boldness of the enemy along the banks 
of the Mississippi made the river veiy xinaafe, and supply 
and transport vessels, unless convoyed by an armed steamer, J 
were often attacked. One had been sunk, anil the enemy J 
was reported to be establishiag batteries along the shoreSi | 
These could be easily silenced, but to keep them imdei 
quired a number of gnnboa.ta, so that the communicationa I 
were seriously threatened. The fleet was also veiy shorty 1 
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handed, needing five hundred men to fill the existing vacan- 
cies. Under these circumstances Flag-Officer Davis decided 
to withdraw to Helena, between which point and Yicksbnrg 
there was no high land on which the enemy could perma- 
nently establish himself and give trouble. By these various 
movements the ironclad Essex and the ram Samter, now 
permanently separated from the up-river fleet, remained 
charged with the care of the river below Vicksburg ; their 
nearest support being the Elatahdin and Kineo at Baton 
Bouge. 

On the 5th of August the Confederates under the command 
of Breckenridge made an attack upon General Williams's 
forces at Baton Bouge. The Arkansas, with two small gun- 
boats, had left Vicksburg on the 3d to co-operate with the 
movement. The Union naval force present consisted of the 
Essex, Sumter, Cayuga, Kineo, and Katahdin. The attack 
was in superior force, but was gallantly met, the Union forces 
gradually contracting their lines, while the gunboats Katah- 
din and Kineo opened fire as soon as General Williams sig- 
nalled to them that they could do so without injuring their 
own troops. No Confederate gunboats came, and the attack 
was repelled ; Williams, however, falling at the head of his 
men. 

The Arkansas had been prevented from arriving in time by 
the failure of her machinery, which kept breaking down. 
After her last stop, when the order to go ahead was given, one 
engine obeyed while the other refused. This threw her head 
into the bank and her stem swung down stream. While in 
this position the Essex came in sight below. Powerless to 
move, resistance was useless ; and her commander. Lieutenant 
Stevens, set her on fire as soon as the Essex opened, the crew 
escaping unhurt to the shore. Shortly afterward she blew 
up. Though destroyed by her own officers the act was due 
6* 
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to the presence of the veeeel that had gallantly attacked b 
under the guns of Vicksbnrg, and lain in wait for her e 
eince. Thus perished the most formidable Confederate ii 
clad that had yet been equipped on the MisBiseippi. 

By the withdrawal of the upper and lower Bquadroi 
the troops under Oeneral WilliamB, the Mississippi Rivo:; ,1 
from Viciisburg to Fort Hudson, was left in the nudiaputed' 
control of the Confederates. The latter were not idle during 
the ensuing niontlis, but by strength ening their works at 
the two eads of the line, endeavored to assure their control 
of thia section of the river, thus 8ex»ratJng the Union forces 
at either end, maintaining their communicatiao with the 
Western States, and enjoying the resources of the rich coun- 
tiy draineil by the Red River, which empties into the Missis- 
sippi in this portion of ita coarse. On the 16th of August, 
ten days after the gallant repulse of the Confederate attack, 
the garrison was withdrawn from Baton Rouge to New Or- 
leans, thus abandoning the last of the bluffs above the city ; 
the Confederates, however, did not attempt to occupy in 
force lower than Port Hudson. Above Yicksbui^, Helena 
on the west side was in Union hands, and the lower divisiofl^M 
of the Mississippi flotilla patrolled the river; but Memphi»fl 
continued to be the lowest point held on the east ba: 
intercourse between the Confederates on the two sides, I 
Memphis to Vicksburg, though much impaired, could not ]> 
looked upon as broken up. Bands of guerillas infested t 
bonks, firing upon unarmed vessels, compelling them to st 
and then plundering them. There w^as cause for auspectiufV 
that in some cases the attack was only a pretext for atoppin^f 
and that the vessels had been despatched by parties ii 
pathy with the Confederates, intending that the freight 
should fall into their hands. Severe retaliatory meafiui 
upon guerilla warfare were instituted by the naval vesaelH, 
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Flag-Officer Davis anil Geaeral Curtis also an'anged that 
combined naval and milittuj expeditionH Hhoiild bcout the 
faanke of the Midsissippi from Helena to Vicksbnrg, until a 
healthier season permitted the tesninptioii of more active 
hostilitiea. One such left Helena on the lith of Augnat, 
composed of the Benton, Monnd City, and General Bragg, 
with the Ellett rams Monarch, Samson, and Lioness, and a 
land force nnder Colonel Woods. Lientenant-Commander 
Phelps commanded the naval force. The expedition litnded 
at several points, capturing a steamer with a quantify of am- 
munition and dispersing parties of the enemy, and proceeded 
as far as the Yazoo Rivej'. Entering this, they took a newly 
erected battery twenty miles from the month, bursting the 
gnnsanddestroying the work. Going on thirty miles fiirther, 
the rams were sent twenty milen up the Big Sunflower, one 
of the principal tributaries of the Yazoo. The espedition 
returned after an absence of eleven days, Laving destroyed 
property to the amonnt of nearly half a million. 

The lull during the autumn montlis was marked by similar 
activity on the Tennessee and Cumberland, for which a 
squadron of light vessels was specially prepared. During 
the same period the transfer of the flotilla from the army to 
the navy was made, taking effect on the 1st of October, 1862. 
From tbia time the flotilla was officially styled the Mississippi 
Squadron. 

During the rest of the summer and the autumn months 
Admiral Fan-agut's attention was mainly devoted to the sea- 
board of his extensive command. The sickly season, the low 
stage of the river, and the condition of his squadron, with 
the impossibility of obtaining decisive results without the 
co-operation of the anny, constrained him to this oourae. 
Leaving a small force before New Orleaus, he himself went 
to Pensacola, while the other vessels of the siJBadron were 
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npon the land and naval f 
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ahaqishooteTS, resulting ii 



dispersed on blookailing dnty. Purauing the general poW 
of the Government, point aiter point was seized, and the 
blockade maintained by ships Ijing in the ha,rbor3 them- 
selves. On the 15th of October, Farragut reported that Gal- 
veHton, Corpus Christi, and Sabine Pass, with the adjacent 
waters, were in possosHion of the fleet, without bloodshed 
and almost without firing a shot. Later on, December 4th, 
he wrote in a private letter that he now held the whole 
coast eioept Mobile ; but, as so often happens in life, the 
congratulation had scarcely passed his lipis when a rererse 
followed. 

), a combined attack was made 
ees in Galveston Bay by the 
B cottonclad steamers filled with 
B capture of the garrison, the 
destmctioii of the Westfleld by her own officexs, and the 
enrrender of the Harriet Lane after Iter captain and execu- 
tive officer had been killed at their jjosts. The other Tea- 
sels then obandoned the blockade. This affair, which caused 
great indignation in the admiral, was followed by the caj)- 
turs of the sailing vessels Morning Ught and Velocity off 
Sabine Pass, also by cottoaclad steamers which came out on 
a calm day. Both Sabine Pasa and Galveston thenceforth 
remained in the enemy's bands, An expedition sent to at- 
tempt the recovery of the latter failed in its object and lost 
the HatteraH, an iron side-wheel steamer bought from the 
merchant service and carrying a light battery. She was sent 
at night to speak a strange sail, which proved to be the Con- 
federate steamer Alabama, and was sunk in a few momenta. 
The disproportion of force was too great to carry any dis- 
credit with this misfortune, but it, combined with the othew 
and with yet greater disasters in other theatres of the war, 
gave a gloomy coloring to the opening of the year 1S69 
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whose course in the Gulf and on the Mississippi was to see 
the great triumphs of the Union arms. 

The militaiy department of the Gulf had passed from Gen- 
eral Bntler to General Banks on the 17th of December, 
shortly before these events took place. It was by Banks 
that the troops were sent to Galveston, and under his orders 
Baton Bouge also was reoccnpied at once. These move- 
ments were followed toward the middle of January by an ex- 
pedition up the Bayou Teche, in which the gunboats Cal- 
houn, Estrella, and Kinsman took part. The enterprise was 
successful in destroying the Confederate steamer Cotton, 
which was preparing for service ; but Lieutenant-Commander 
Buchanan, senior officer of the gunboats, was killed. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE MISSISSIPPI OPENED. 

Fla(}-Offigeb Davis had been relieved in command of the 
Mississippi flotilla on the 15th of October, by Commander 
David D. Porter, holding the local rank of acting rear-ad- 
miral. The new commander was det-ained in Cairo for two 
months, organizing and equipping his squadron, which had 
been largely increased. A division of vessels was still sta- 
tioned at Helena, patrolling the lower river, under the com- 
mand of Captain Heniy Walke. 

During the fall of 1862 and the following winter, two new 
types of vessels were added to the squadron. The first, 
familiarly called tinclads, but officially light-draughts, were 
river stem-wheel steamers purchased for the service after 
the suggestion of Flag-Officer Davis, and covered all round 
to a height of eleven feet with iron from half to three- 
quarters of an inch thick, which made them proof against 
musketry. The protection around the boilers was increased 
to resist the light projectiles of field artillery. They quai- 
tered their crew comfortably, and could on a pinch, for an 
expedition, carry 200 men. The usual battery for these ves- 
sels was six or eight 2d-pound brass howitzers, four on each 
side, with sometimes two light rifled guns in the bows. 
This armament was of little use against works of any strength, 
but with canister or shrapnel could keep off the riflemen, 
and meet on equal terms the field artillery brought against 
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tbeni on the banlsB of the narrow streams, often tfucldy tim- 
bered or covered with imderhniah, into which they were 
called to penetrate and engage in that kind of warfare sig- 
niflcantly called bushwhacdung. For tliis service their lighl 
draught, not exi^eding three feet when deep, and diminiwh- 
ing to eighteen or twenty inches when light, pecvdiai'ly fitted 
them ; bnt they were also useful in connection with the oper- 
ations of the largei- vessels, and some of them generally went 
along as a kind of light force fitted for raids and akirmishing. 
The other vessels, whic;h were not completed till later, 
were of an entirely different kind, being intended to supplj 
a class of fighting shiiia of superior power, armor, and sx>eed 
to those which bad fonght their way down to Vicksbnrg from 
Cairo. The fighting power of the Confederates had in- 
ci'eased, and the succeasea of the Union anus, by diminishing 
the extent of their line to be defended, had enabled them to 
concentrate their men and guns. The defences of Vicksburg, 
both on the Miasissippi and Ynzoo, had become greatly 
Btronger. The new armored Teasels that were ready for 
Bome part of the coming operations were the Lafayette, 
Tnscumbia, Indianola, Choctaw, and CliUlicothe. Of these 
the Tnacumbia, of 565 tons, the Indianola, of 442, and the 
Chillicothe, of 803, were apecially bnilt for the Government 
at Cincinnati. Thoy were side-wheel, flat-bottomed boats, 
without keels ; the wheels being carried well aft. three- 
fonrtha of the entire length from the bow, and acting inde- 
pendently of each other to facilitate turning in close quarters. 
The Indianola and Tnscumbia had also two screw pi'opellerB. 
On the forward deck there was a rectangular casemate, twenty- 
two feet long in each vessel, but of differing widths, as the 
veasela were of different size. Thus that of the Tuscumbia 
was sisty-two feet wide, that of the Chillicothe only forty- 
two. The sides of the casemate sloped at an angle of 
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degrees from the perpendicnlar, and they, as well as the hull 
before the wheels, were plated with two- or three-inch iron, 
according to the locality; the heaviest plating being on 
the forward end of the casemate. In the Tuscnmbia this 
forward plating was six inches thick. The casemates were 
pierced with ports for all their guns at the forward end 
only ; on each beam one port, and two aft. The ports were 
closed with two three-inch iron shatters which slid back on 
tracks on either side. In these casemates the Tuscumbia 
carried three Xl-inch guns, the Indianola and Chillicothe 
each two Xl-inch. In the two larger vessels there was also, 
between the wheels, a stem casemate seventeen feet long, 
built of thick oak, not armored on the forward end, but hav- 
ing two-inch plating aft and one-inch on each side. In this 
stem casemate, pointing aft and capable of being trained 
four points (45°) on each quarter, the Tuscumbia carried two 
100-pound rifles, and the Indianola two IX-inch guns. The 
hulls inside and abaft the wheels, and the decks, except in- 
side the main casemate, were plated, but more lightly than 
the forward parts. In the Tuscumbia and Indianola, iron 
bulwarks, half an inch thick and pierced with loop-holes for 
musketry, extended all round the boats, except against the 
wheelhouses ; they were so arranged as to let down on deck 
when desired. "When ready for service, with guns and stores 
on board, these boats drew from five to seven feet of water ; 
but they were so weakly built as to be dangerous and com- 
paratively inefficient vessels, quickly " disabled," as is apt to 
be the case with such preparations for war as are postponed 
to the time of its outbreak. The contingency of civil war on 
our inland waters was not indeed to be anticix)ated nor pre- 
pared for ; but what was the history of the ocean navy, on 
whose hasty creation such harmful boasts and confidence 
were and are based ? They served their turn, for that enemy 
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had no seamen, no navy, and few mechanics ; bnt they were 
then swept from the list, rotten and broken down before 
their time. At this day nearly every ship that can cany the 
United States flag was built before the war or long after it. 

The Lafayette and Choctaw, of one thousand tons each, were 
purchased by the Government and converted into ironclad 
gunboats with rams. Built deliberately, they were strong 
and serviceable vesssels, but not able to carry as much armor 
as had originally been intended. They were side-wheel 
steamers, the wheels acting independently, but had no screws. 
The Choctaw had a forward turret with inclined sides and 
curved top, armored with two inches of iron on twenty-four 
inches of oak, except on the after end and crown, where the 
iron was only one inch. Just forward of the wheels was 
a thwartship casemate containing two 24-pound howitzers 
pointing forward and intended to sweep the decks if boarders 
should get possession. Over this casemate was the pilot- 
house, conical, with two inches of iron on twenty- four of oak. 
From turret to wheelhouses the sides were inclined like case- 
mates and covered with one-inch iron, as was the upper deck. 
Abaft the wheels there was another thwartship casemate, sides 
and ends also sloping, in which were two 30-pound Parrott 
rifles training from aft to four points on the quarter. It had 
been at flrst proposed to carry in the forward casemate two 
guns on a turn-table ; but as this did not work, four stationary 
guns were placed, three IX-inch and one 100-pound rifle, two 
of which pointed ahead and one on each beam. The Lafayette 
had a sloping casemate carried across the deck forward, and 
as far aft as the wheels, covered in the lower part with one 
inch of iron over one inch of indiarubber ; the upper part of 
the bulwarks had three-quarter-inch plating, and the deck 
half-inch. She carried two Xl-inch bow guns, four IX- 
inch in broadside but well forward, two 24-pound brass how- 
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itzers, and two lOO-pound stern guns. The draught of 
these two boats was about nine feet. 

Besides these vessels may be mentioned the Black Hawk, 
a fine steamer, nnarmored, but with a battery of mixed guns, 
which had been remodelled inside and fitted as a schoolship 
with accommodations for five hundred officers and men. She 
carried also syphon-pumps capable of raising any vessel that 
might sink. The old ram Sampson had been fitted as a 
floating smithery. The two accompanied the fleet, the for- 
mer taking her place often in battle and serving as a swift 
flag-ship on occasions. 

Active operations again began toward the end of Novem- 
ber, when the rivers were rising from the autumnal rains. 
The great object of the combined Union forces was the re- 
duction of Vicksburg, upon which the authorities at Wash- 
ington preferred to move by way of the river, as it gave, un- 
der the convoy of the navy, an easy line of communication 
not liable to serious interruptions. The Confederate line of 
which Vicksburg was the centre then faced the river, the 
right resting on Haines's Bluff, a strongly fortified position 
twelve miles away, near to and commanding the Yazoo ; 
while the left was on the Mississippi at Grand Gulf, sixty 
miles below Vicksburg by the stream, though not over thirty 
by land. The place, in the end, was reduced much in the 
same way as Island No. 10 ; the troops landing above it on 
the opposite bank, and marching down to a point below the 
works. The naval vessels then ran by the batteries and pro- 
tected the crossing of the army to the east bank. A short, 
sharp campaign in the rear of the city shut the Confederates 
up in their works, and the Union troops were able to again 
secure their communications with the river above the town. 
There were, however, grave risks in this proceeding from 
the time that the army abandoned its water-base, adding to 
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bed, now a blind lead known as the Old Biver, which di- 
verges from the existing channel about six miles above its 
mouth. 

Neither rivers nor bayous are the simple streams thus de- 
scribed. Separating at times into two or more branches 
which meet again lower down, having perhaps undergone 
further subdivisions in the meanwhile, connected one with 
the other by lateral bayous, they form a system of water- 
courses, acquaintance with which confers the same advan- 
tage as local knowledge of a wild and desolate country. 
Opposite Helena, in the natural state of the ground is a 
large bayou called Yazoo Pass, leading from the Mississippi 
to the Cold Water, by which access was formerly had to 
Yazoo City ; but before the war it had been closed by the 
continuation of the levees across its mouth. 

When not under cultivation, the land and the banks of the 
streams are covered with a thick growth of timber. Where 
the troops or gunboats penetrated, it was found that there 
was abundance of live stock, stores of cotton, and rich harvests 
of grain. The streams carried on their waters many steamers, 
the number of which had been increased by those that fled 
from New Orleans when the city fell ; and at Yazoo City the 
Confederates had established a navy yard, where at least three 
powerful war vessels were being built for the river service. 

The first step by the navy was undertaken early in Decem- 
ber, when the autumn rains had caused the rivers to rise. 
Admiral Porter issued orders, dated November 21st, to Cap- 
tain Walke to enter the Yazoo with all his gunboats, except 
the Benton and General Bragg left at Helena, and to de- 
stroy any batteries that he could. The object was to get 
possession of as much of the river as possible and keep it 
clear for General McClemand, who was to land and make 
the first attempt on Vicksburg by that way. 



THE MISSISSIPPI OPENED. 117 

In accordance with his orders, Walke, on arriving off the 
mouth of the river, sent two light-draught gunboats, the 
Signal and Marmora, which made a reconnoissance twenty 
miles up, where they fell in with a number of torpedoes, one 
of which exploded near them. Having received their report, 
Captain Walke determined, as the river was rising, to send 
them up again with two of the heavy boats, the Cairo and 
Pittsburg, to cover them while they lifted the torpedoes. 
The ram Queen of the West also went with them. 

These vessels left the main body at 8 a.m., December 12th. 
When the torpedoes were reached they began removing 
them, the two light-draughts in advance, the ram next, the 
two heavy boats bringing up the rear. While thus engaged 
the Marmora began firing musketry, and Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Selfridge, in the Cairo, pushed ahead to support 
her. It was found that she was firing at an object floating 
in the water, which turned out to be a torpedo that had 
already been exploded. The Marmora was then ordered to 
proceed slowly again, the Cairo following; but before the 
latter had gone her length two sharp explosions occurred in 
quick succession, one imder the bow and one under the 
stem, the former so severe as to lift the guns from the deck. 
The ship was at once shoved into the bank, and hawsers run 
out to keep her from slipping off into deep water ; but all 
was useless. She filled and sank in twelve minutes, going 
down in a depth of six fathoms, the tops of her chimneys 
alone remaining visible. The work of destroying the torpe- 
does was continued after the accident, in which no lives 
were lost. Thus, at the very beginning of operations, the 
flotilla was deprived of one of its best vessels, the first to go 
of the original seven. 

The torpedoes by which the Cairo was sunk were merely 
demijohns filled with powder and ignited by a common fric- 
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tion primer rigidly secnred inside. To the primer was fast- 
ened a wire passing through a water-tight oork of gutta 
percha and plaster of Paris. The first very primitive idea 
was to explode them by pnlling from the shore, and it is pos- 
sible that the first to go off near the light-dranghts was thus 
fired. The matter was then taken in hand by a Confederate 
naval officer, who arranged them in pairs, anchored twenty 
feet apart, the wire leading from the primer of one to that 
of the other. Torpedoes had hardly yet come to be looked 
on as a respectable mode of warfare, especially by seamen, 
and the officer who laid these, and was looking on when the 
Cairo went down, describes himself as feeling much as a 
schoolboy might whose practical joke had taken a more 
serious shape than he expected. 

The work of removing the torpedoes was continued by the 
boats under Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker, of the 
Baron de Kalb, formerly the St. Louis. Two landing-places 
were at the same time secured. After the arrival of the ad- 
miral the work went on still more vigorously from the 23d 
to the 26th of December. A bend in the river was then 
reached, which brought the vessels under fire of the forts on 
Drumgoold*s Bluff. Every step of the ground so far gained 
had been won under a constant fire of musketry, which the 
armored portion of the light-draught gunboats resisted, but 
their upper works were badly cut up. The batteries of the 
enemy being now only twelve hundred yards off, the flag-ship 
Benton took position to cover the lighter vessels, having to 
tie up to the bank because the wind blowing up stream 
checked the current and threw her across it. She remained 
in this position for two hours, receiving the enemy's fire 
and being struck thirty times, but without serious injuiy. 
Unfortunately her captain, Lieutenant-Commander William 
Gwin, a valuable officer, who had distinguished himself at 
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Shiloh and in the fight with the Arkansas, was mortally 
wounded ; having, in his anxiety to see how effective was the 
fire of the vessels, left the armored pilot-house, saying, with 
a noble rashness, that the captain's place was on his quarter- 
deck. 

The army, 32,000 strong, under General W. T. Sherman, 
had arrived on the 26th, and landed on the low ground 
above the old mouth of the Yazoo, the gunboats occupying 
the sweep of river around them for a length of eight miles. 
Heavy rains had set in, making the gi*ound almost impassa- 
ble and causing the water to rise. After various prelimi- 
nary operations the troops assaulted the works on the hills 
in front on the 29th, but the attack failed entirely. Sher- 
man considered the works too strong to justify its renewal at 
the same point, but determined to hold his ground and 
make a night assault with 10,000 men higher up the river, 
upon the right of the Confederate works at Haines's Bluflf, 
where the navy could get near enough to try and silence the 
batteries. Colonel Charles Rivers Ellet,* of the ram fleet, 
volunteered to go ahead with the ram Lioness and attempt 
to blow up a rafb which was laid across the stream. Every- 
thing was ready on the night of the 31st, but a dense fog 
setting in prevented the movement. 

The continued rains now rendered the position of the army 
dangerous, and it was re-embarked on the 2d of Januaiy. 
The enemy apparently did not discover the movement till it 
was nearly finished, when they sent down three regiments 
with field pieces to attack the transports, a movement quickly 
checked by the fire of the gunboats. 

When Sherman's army was embarked, the transports 
moved out into the Mississippi and anchored five miles 



^ A son of Colonel Charles EUet, Jr., the first commander of the ram fleet. 
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above Yicksbnrg, where General McClemand joined and as- 
sumed the chief command. Soon after his arrival he deter- 
mined npon a movement against Fort Hindman, on the Ar- 
kansas Biver, fifty miles from its month. This point, better 
known as Arkansas Post, commanded the approach to Little 
Bock, the capital of Arkansas, but was specially obnoxioua 
to the Union forces at this time, as being the base from 
which frequent small expeditions were sent out to embarrass 
their communications by the line of the Mississippi, from 
which it was but fifteen miles distant in a straight line. A 
few days before, the capture of the Blue Wing, a transport 
loaded with valuable stores, had emphasized the necessity of 
destroying a work that occupied such a menacing position 
upon the flank and rear of the projected movement against 
Vicksburg. 

The admiral detailed the three ironclads, De Kalb, Louis- 
ville, and Cincinnati, and all the light-draught gunboats to 
accompany the expedition; the gunboats, on account of 
their low speed, being taken in tow by the transports. Pass- 
ing by the mouth of the Arkansas, to keep the enemy as 
long as possible uncertain as to the real object of the move- 
ment, the fleet entered the White Biver and from the latter 
passed through the cut-off which unites it with the Arkansas. 

On the 9th of January the army landed about four miles 
below the fort. This was a square bastioned work of three 
hundred feet on the side, standing on ground elevated above 
the reach of floods on the left bank, at the head of a horse- 
shoe bend. It had three casemates, one in the curtain fac- 
ing the approach up the bend, and one in the face of the 
northeast and southeast bastions looking in the same direc- 
tion. In each bastion casemate was a IX-inch, and in that 
of the curtain an VHE-inch shell-gun. These were the spe- 
cial antagonists of the navy, but besides them there were four 
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rifled and f onr smooth-bore light pieces on the platform of 
the fort, and six similar pieces in a line of rifle-pits exterior 
to and above it. Some trenches had been dug a mile and a 
half below the fort, bnt they were untenable in presence of 
the gonboats, which enfiladed and shelled them out. 

While the army was moving round to the rear of the fort 
the admiral sent up the ironclads to try the range, and after- 
ward the light-draught Rattler to clear out the rifle-pits, 
which was done at 5.30 p.m. Hearing from General McCler- 
nand that the troops were ready, the Louisville, Lieutenant- 
Commander Owen ; De Kalb, Lieutenant-Commander Walk- 
er, and Cincinnati, Lieutenant Bache, advanced to within 
four hundred yards of the work and opened fire ; the Louis- 
ville in the centre, the De Kalb on the right and the Cin- 
cinnati on the left, each having one of the enemy's casemate 
guns assigned to it. The vessels fought bows on, three guns 
each ; the odds being thus three guns afloat to one in case- 
mate on shore, leaving the advantage by the old calculation, 
four to one, rather with the fort, without counting the light 
pieces in the latter. When the ironclads were hotly en- 
gaged the admiral brought up the light-draught vessels, 
with the Black Hawk and Lexington, to throw in shrapnel 
and light rifled shell. Later, when the battery was pretty 
well silenced, the Rattler, Lieutenant-Commander Watson 
Smith, was ordered to pass the fort and enfilade it, which he 
did in handsome style, sufiering a good deal from the 
enemy's fire ; when above, however, he became entangled in 
snags and was obliged to return. No assault was made this 
day by the army. 

The following day, at 1.30 p.m., the army again being re- 
ported ready, the attack was renewed in the same order by 
the navy, the artillery on shore in rear of the fort opening at 
the same time. The guns opposed to the fleet were silenced 
III.— C 
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by 4 P.M., when the Battler and Glide, with the ram Monarch, 
Colonel Ellet, pushed by the' fort and went up the river, 
destroying a ferry ten miles above, so that not over thirty 
or forty of the enemy escaped by it. At 4.30 p.m., when 
the army had worked its way close to the intrenchments 
and orders had been issued for a general assault, but be- 
fore it could be made, white flags were displayed on the 
face of the works. The commanding officer of the fort. Col- 
onel Dunnington, formerly an officer in the United States 
Navy, surrendered to Admiral Porter; General Churchill, 
commanding the troops, to General McClemand. The total 
number of Confederate troops taken was 5,000. 

It was impossible that the work of the navy could be done 
more thoroughly than in this instance. Every gun opposed 
to it was either destroyed or dismounted, and the casemates 
were knocked to pieces, the fire of the X-inch guns of the 
De Kalb being in the opinion of the enemy most injurious. 
In performing this service the vessels did not come off 
scatheless. The De Kalb had one 32-pounder gun dis- 
mounted and one X-inch destroyed, besides undergoing 
severe damage to the hull. The other vessels were re- 
peatedly struck, but none were rendered imfit for immediate 
service. The armor was found to protect them well, the in- 
juries to the crew being by shot entering the ports. The 
casualties, confined to the Louisville and De Kalb, were 6 
killed and 25 wounded. 

The next morning, January 12th, the admiral despatched 
the De Kalb and Cincinnati, imder Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker, to the White River ; transports and troops, under 
General Gorman, accompanying. St. Charles was reached 
at 11 A.M. of the 14th, and found to be evacuated ; the garri- 
son having left on the evening of the 12th, in the Blue Wing, 
taking with them two Vlll-inch guns and a field battery. 
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Leaving the Cincinnati here, the De E:alb with the troops 
pushed on to Dnvall's Bluff, fifty miles further up, where is 
the crossing of the railroad to Little Bock, on the Arkansas 
Biver. The transports were left four miles below, while the 
De Ealb steamed up to the bluff, arriving there at 3 p.m. of 
the 16th. She was close on the heels of the Blue Wing, 
which got away fifteen minutes before her arrival, but the 
two VJLLL-inch guns were seized in the act of being loaded 
on the cars for Little Bock. At this point of his progress, the 
orders issued by General Grant for the return of McCler- 
nand's forces to before Vicksburg were received. The d€p6t 
buildings and captured rolling stock having been destroyed, 
the gunboats and transports rejoined the main body in the 
Mississippi. 

The naval vessels, on the 24th of January, lay off the 
mouth of the Yazoo, and from there to the neck of land op- 
posite Vicksburg, where the army under Grant's orders was 
disembarking. A few days before PoHer had been obliged 
to withdraw the gunboats, because the coal supply of the 
fleet was exhausted. During their absence eleven Confed- 
erate transports that had been employed on the river be- 
tween Vicksburg and Port Hudson went up the Yazoo for 
supplies, and were there caught by the unexpected return of 
the squadron, a serious embarrassment to the enemy. 

At this time the vessels of the squadron near Vicksburg, 
or within easy reach, were: The Benton, Cincinnati, De 
Ealb, Louisville, Mound City, Pittsburg, and Chillicothe, 
ironclads ; Battler, Glide, Linden, Signal, Bomeo, Juliet, 
Forest Bose, Marmora, light-draughts ; the Tyler and Black 
Hawk, wooden armed steamers ; Queen of the West, Mon- 
arch, Switzerland, Lioness, rams. During the following 
month the Carondelet and Indianola, ironclads, joined the 
fleet. The heavy vessels remained near the army and the 
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principal scene of operations, but some of these lighter ves- 
sels and rams, with others farther np, were scattered at inter- 
vals along the river from Island No. 10 downward, cruising 
np and down, keeping off guerillas, preventing contraband 
traffic, and convoying transports and supply boats; in a 
word, keeping open the communications of the army. A 
small squadron of five light-draughts performed the same 
service constantly in the Tennessee and Cumberland Bivers. 

General Grant arrived on the 30th of January. The army 
were busy digging on the canal across the neck, which had 
been begun the previous summer, and the various plans as 
yet discussed had mainly reference to turning the right 
flank of the Confederates. Meantime there was no hin- 
drance to the complete control of the river between Vicks- 
burg and Port Hudson by the enemy, who continued their 
traffic across it and by the Red River unmolested. 

Porter, therefore, determined to send some vessels below. 
The batteries were much stronger than when Farragut had 
last passed, but the importance of the step justified the risk. 
Once below, the possession of the west bank by the Union 
troops gave a safe base to which to retreat. The honor of 
leading in such an enterprise was given to Colonel Charles 
R. Ellet, of the ram fleet, a man of tried daring. Many con- 
siderations pointed to the rams being the fittest to make 
such an attempt. They had greater speed, were well able 
to cope with any vessel they were likely to meet, their 
greater height gave them more command of the levees, and 
they were not needed to fight batteries, which the heavier 
boats might be. The Queen of the West was chosen and 
prepared with two thicknesses of cotton bales. Her com- 
mander received minute orders as to his undertaking, and 
was directed to proceed by night, under low speed until near 
the town, or discovered, to ram a steamer called the Vicks- 
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bnrg lying at the wharf, at the same time firing turpentine 
balls into her, and then to pass on down nnder the guns of 
the army. She started on what was to prove a chequered 
career at 4.30 a.m. of the 2d of February. Unfortunately it 
was found that a recent change in the arrangement of her 
wheel kept her from being steered as nicely as was needful, 
and the delay to remedy this defect brought dayUght upon 
her as she rounded the point. A heavy fire opened at once, 
but still she went straight on, receiving three shots before 
she reached the Vicksburg. Rounding to partly, she suc- 
ceeded in ramming, and at the same time firing the enemy 
with her turpentine balls. Just then two shells from the 
Confederate batteries passed through her cotton armor, one 
of them setting it on fire near the starboard wheel, while the 
discharge of her own bow guns produced the same effect 
forward. The fiames spread rapidly, and the dense smoke 
was suffocating the men in the engine-room. Seeing that, if 
he delayed longer in order to ram again, he would probably 
lose his vessel, EUet turned her head down stream and ar- 
rived safely abreast the army below. The fire was subdued 
by cutting her burning bales adrift and throwing them over- 
board. 

In this gallant affair the Queen of the West was struck 
twelve times by heavy shot, besides undergoing a steady fire 
from the Confederate sharpshooters. One of her guns was 
dismounted, but the other harm was trifling, and none of 
her company were hurt. The Vicksburg was badly injured. 

The ram was at once sent down the river, starting at 1 p.m. 
of the same day. At Warrenton, just below Vicksburg, she 
encountered two batteries, which fired upon without hurting 
her. The following day, when fifteen miles below the mouth 
of the Red River, she captured two Confederate steamers, 
one of which was loaded down with provisions for the army ; 
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and when returning np stream, a third, similarly loaded, was 
taken coming out of the Red River. The coal supply run- 
ning short, it became necessary to bum them. A quantity 
of meal on a wharf, awaiting transportation, was also de- 
stroyed, and seven Confederate officers captured. The 
Queen returned from this raid on the 5th. 

On the night of the 7th a barge, with coal enough to last 
nearly a month, was set adrift from the fleet above and 
floated safely by the batteries to the ram. Having filled up, 
she took the barge in tow and again went down the river on 
the 10th, accompanied by the De Soto, a small ferryboat 
which the army had seized below and turned over to the 
navy; she was partly protected with iron and cotton. At 
10.15 P.M. of the 12th the admiral sent down the ironclad 
steamer Indianola, Lieutenant-Commander George Brown. 
Taking with her two coal barges, she proceeded slowly and 
quietly, and was not discovered till she had passed the 
upper batteries. When the first gun was fired, she started 
ahead full speed, and, though under fire for twenty minutes 
longer, was not struck. With justifiable elation the admiral 
could now write: **This gives us complete control of the 
Mississippi, except at Vicksburg and Port Hudson. We 
have now below two Xl-inch guns, two IX-inch, two 30- 
pounder rifies, six 12-pounders, and three vessels." Yet, 
with the same mockery of human foresight that followed 
Parragut's satisfaction when he felt he controlled the whole 
Gulf coast, on the same day that these lines were penned 
two of the three passed out of Union hands, and the third 
had but a few days' career before her. 

The Queen of the West went down the Mississippi, de- 
stroying skifis and flatboats whenever found, as far as the 
Red River, which was reached on the morning of the 12th. 
Going up the Red River to the point where the Atchafalaya 
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Bayou branches off on its way to the Gulf, the De Soto and 
barge were secured there, while the Queen went down the 
bayou destroying Confederate Government property. In 
performing this service one of her officers was wounded by 
a party of guerillas. Returning to the De Soto, the two 
started up Bed Biver. On the morning of the 14th a trans- 
port, called the Era No. 5, was captured with two Confed- 
erate officers. Hearing that there were three large boats 
lying, with steam down, at Gordon's Landing, thirty miles 
higher up (about seventy-five miles from the mouth of the 
river). Colonel EUet decided to attempt their capture. On 
rounding the bluff above which they were lying, the Queen 
was fired upon by a battery of four 32-pounder8. Orders 
were immediately given to back down behind the bluff, 
but by some mishap she ran aground on the right side, in 
plain view of the battery, within easy range and powerless for 
offence. Here she received several shots, one of which, cutting 
the steam-pipe, stopped the engines, that had been backing 
vigorously. Nothing further in the way of escape was tried, 
and the commanding officer was deterred from setting fire to 
the ship by the impossibility of removing the wounded officer. 

The Queen and the De Soto each had but one boat, and 
in the panic that followed the explosion a party took posses- 
sion of the Queen's and made off with it to the De Soto, 
under the pretext of hurrying that vessel up to the assistance 
of her consort ; so the remainder of the ship's company, in- 
cluding her commander, made their escape to the other 
steamer on cotton bales. The De Soto sent up her yawl, 
which took off one load, getting away just before the Con- 
federates boarded their prize. 

The De Soto now started on a hurried retreat down the 
river, but running into the bank she lost her nidder. De- 
prived of the power of directing her motions, she was allowed 
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to drift with the stroam, picking up, from time to time, a 
fagitive on n bale, and was rejoined by hei" yawl about tan 
miles lower down. Shortly after this the parties fell iuwith 
the prize of the morning, when the De Soto was burned and 
the hasty flight continued in the Era. The following morn- 
ing the Mississippi was reached, and the day after, the 16th, 
they met the Indianola eight miles below Natchez. 

The Queen of the West had thus jiassed practically nuhoit 
into Confederate hands, the manner of her loss giving another 
instance of how lack of heed in going into action is apt to bo 
followed by a precipitate withdrawal from it and mmeceasary 
disaster. Colonel Ellet's only reaaon for not burning the 
Queen was that he could not remove one of her ofScers, who 
Imd been wounded the day before. If he had transferred 
him to tlie De Soto before going under the battery with the 
Queen, the fighting ship, this difficulty would not have ex- 
isted. No one seema to have been hurt, by the Union and 
Confederate reports, and it is hard to avoid the noncluaion 
that Ellet's rashness in expoeing hi« vessel, though ho knew 
the Indiauola was to be sent down, was not atoned for bj 
sticking to her until he Lad destroyed her. The accidents 
were of a kind moat likely to happen, and very simple appli- 
ances that might have been all ready would have ensured 
her burning. It is to bo remembered, however, that Col- 
onel El!st was at this time not twenty years old. 

On receiving the news of the disaster, Lieutenant-Oom- 
mander Brown decided to go down aa far as the month of 
the Rod Eiver. The same day was met off Ellis's Cliflf the 
Confederate gunboat Webb, which had been lying at Alex- 
andria and had started in hot pursuit of the fugitives from 
the Qneen of the West. Upon making out the Indianola, 
which she had not expected, the Webb at once tnmed, and 
having greater speed easily escaped ; the Indianola following 
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down to the motith of the Bed Biver. Here she anchored 
and remained three days, while the Era, on the 18th, re- 
turned to the neck below Vicksburg. 

Brown now learned that the Queen of the West had not 
been so mnch injured as her late commander had thought, 
and that a combined attack would probably be made by her 
and the Webb upon the Indianola. Two cottonclad boats 
were also in preparation by the Confederates for the same 
purpose. In view of these facts he determined to go up the 
Mississippi and get cotton, with which better to protect the 
Indianola against boarders by filling up the gangways be- 
tween the casemates and the wheels. By the time this was 
done, having as yet met no other vessel of the squadron, 
though he had hoped for reinforcements when the loss of the 
Queen became known, he had reached the decision to return 
and communicate with the admiral. 

With two barges alongside, the progress of the Indianola 
against the current was slow — too slow, for the swift rams 
of the enemy were already on her track; but although 
Brown had kept the bunkers of the Indianola full, he confi- 
dently expected to meet another boat which would need the 
coal, and was unwilling to sink it. The smoke of tho pur- 
suers had been seen throughout the day, and at 9.30 p.m. of 
the 24th four steamers were made out. These were the rams 
Queen and Webb, the former in charge of Captain Mc- 
Cioskey, the latter of Captain Pierce ; Major J. L. Brent, 
of (General Taylor's staff, having command of this part of the 
expedition, which was fitted out in Alexandria and accom- 
panied by a tender called the Grand Era. These had been 
joined before leaving the Bed Biver by the cottonclad 
steamer Batey from Port Hudson, carrying 250 riflemen 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Brand, whose rank entitled him 
to command tho whole. 
6* 
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The enemy used the advantage of their greatly superior 
speed to choose the night for attacking, that the Indianola 
might not fire with the certainty of clear sight. They first 
saw her near Palmyra Island, a little above New Carthage, and 
were themselves made out at the same instant. The In- 
dianola at once went to quarters and cleai'ed for action, con- 
tinuing up stream till her preparations were made ; then 
she turned and stood down. The channel above Palmyra 
Island at that time hugged the eastern shore, crossing to the 
western just above the island, and the Indianola seems to 
have been in this place when the enemy coming up describes 
her as "with her head quartering across and down river," 
presenting the port bow to their approach. The order of ad- 
vance was with the Queen leading, the Webb five hundi'ed 
yards astern, and the two other boats lashed together some 
distance in the rear. The Queen dashed up, firing her light 
pieces to no purpose when one hundred and fifty yards off, 
and endeavored to ram the Indianola abaft the port wheel ; 
but the latter, backing, received the blow on the barge, 
through which the enemy's sharp bow passed but without in- 
juring her opponent. The barge went adrift and sunk. The 
Webb followed, and, the Indianola standing for her at full 
speed, the two came together bows on with a crash that 
knocked down most of their crews. The Webb's bow was 
cut in for a distance of eight feet, extending from two feet 
above the water-line to the keelson, but as she was filled in 
solid for more than eight feet she did not sink. The In- 
dianola received no damage. 

A third blow was delivered on the starboard side by the 
Webb, in what manner does not appear precisely, with the 
effect of crushing the other barge, leaving it hanging by the 
lashings, which were then cut adrift. The Webb passed up 
following the Queen. The latter, having gained sufficient 
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distance, turned and charged down, but as the Indianola was 
turning up at the same moment the blow on the starboard 
bow glanced, the vessels rasping by each other ; and as the 
Queen cleared the stem of her enemy, the latter planted two 
IX-inch shot successftQly, killing 2 and wounding 4 of her 
crew and disabling two guns. During all this time the 
Indianola kept firing her guns whenever they could be made 
to bear, but, as the enemy had calculated,, the darkness of 
the night prevented them from doing as much execution as 
they otherwise would. The rams also kept up a constant 
firing with their musketry and light guns. In the uncertain 
light it was very difficult to watch the two assailants through 
the peep-holes in the pilot-house of the gunboat, but yet 
a fifth blow was received forward of the wheels without 
injury. At last, however, the Queen was able to strike 
just abaft the starboard wheel-house, crushing the wheel, 
disabling the starboard rudder, and starting a number of 
leaks abaft the shaft;. The starboard engine was thus use- 
less and the Indianola helpless to avoid the onset of the 
Webb, which struck her fair in the stem, starting the 
timbers and starboard rudder-box so that the water poured 
in in large volumes. This settled the fight, and Brent re- 
ported to Colonel Brand that the enemy was disabled. 
The Batey then dashed up to board, but the Indianola, 
after delaying a few moments in mid river, till the water 
had risen nearly to the grate-bars, to assure her sinking, 
had run her bows into the west bank, and surrendered 
as soon as the cottonclads came alongside. The enemy, 
finding that she must sink and not willing that this should 
happen on the side where the Union army was, made fast at 
once two steamers and towed her down and over to the east 
bank, where she sank in ten feet of water near the plantation 
of the President of the CJonfederacy. The loss of the In- 
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dianola was 1 killed, 1 wonnded, and 7 missing. The latter 
probably got ashore on the west bank, for 3 were captured 
there the following day and more than one got through to 
Porter's squadron. The loss of the enemy was officially 
stated at 3 killed and 5 wounded, but a Ck)nfederate officer 
admitted to the commander of the Indianola that it was 
much greater. 

This ended Porter's sanguine hopes of blockading the 
river by detached vessels while he kept the body of the fleet 
above. After being harassed and stirred up during three 
weeks, the Confederates again found themselves masters of 
the line from Vicksburg to Port Hudson for a few days 
longer, and with two Union vessels in their hands, one of 
which was serviceable, while the other, badly damaged and 
partly sunk, it is true, had still her armament intact and 
was possibly not beyond repair. Their possession of the 
Indianola, however, was of short duration. The second day 
after the capture, a detail of 100 men with a lieutenant was 
sent to try and save her, by the army officer commanding 
near by, while the Queen of the West went up to Wan-en- 
ton, to act as picket for the fleet, and with despatches to 
General Stevenson, commanding at Yicksburg, asking for 
pumps and other help. In a short time, the Queen returned 
in great haste and reported a gunboat approaching. All the 
vessels that had behaved so gallantly two nights before got 
under way in a panic and went hurriedly down, leaving the 
working party and the lieutenant. The gunboat did not 
come nearer than two miles and a half, and seemed veiy 
apprehensive of an attack herself, sticking close to the bank. 
The lieutenant stood his ground for one day ; but then find- 
ing himself deserted by his own fleet, which by this time 
was up Bed River, and the gunboat still lying, terrible 
though inert, just above him, he, the next evening, laid the 
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two Xl-inch gnns muzzlo to muzzle, and so fired them. One 
was burst, the other apparently only kicked over. He next 
threw overboard two field pieces he had with him, made an 
attempt to blow up the vessel, which resulted in destroying 
the forward casemate and burning most of the wreck above 
water, and then fled with his command. 

The gunboat which caused all this consternation with 
such happy results to the Union fleet was a mock monitor, 
built upon the hull of an old coal barge, with pork barrels 
piled to resemble smoke-stacks, through which poured vol- 
umes of smoke from mud furnaces. She went down swiftly 
with the current, passing the Vicksburg batteries just before 
dayHght, and drawing from them a furious cannonade. As 
day broke she drifted into the lower end of the canal, and 
was again sent down stream by the amused Union soldiers, 
who as little as the admiral dreamed of the good service tho 
dummy was to do. Such was the end of the Indianola, a 
striking instance of the moral power of the gunboats. Tho 
Queen of the West was subsequently sent through the Bayou 
Atchafalaya to Grand Lake, and there destroyed two months 
later by the gunboats of the Gulf Squadron. 

"When the news of these reverses reached New Orleans, 
Admiral Farragut, who had for some time contemplated a 
movement up the river, felt that the time was come. On 
the 12th of March he was at Baton Rouge, where he in- 
spected the ships of the squadron the next day; and then 
moved up to near Profit's Island, seven miles below the 
bend on which Port Hudson is situated. On the 14th, early, 
the vessels again weighed and anchored at the head of the 
island, where the admiral communicated with Commander 
Caldwell, of the Essex, who for some time had occupied this 
station with a half dozen mortar-schooners. 

As one ascends the river to Port Hudson, the course pur- 
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sued is nearly due north ; then it takes a sharp turn to the 
west-southwest for a distance of one or two miles. The 
little town of Port Hudson is on the east bank just below 
the bend. The bluflfe on which the batteries were placed 
begin at the bend, extending for a mile and a half down the 
river, and are from eighty to one hundred feet high. From 
the opx>o8ite bank, at and just below the point, a dangerous 
shoal spot makes out. At the time of the passage of the 
fleet there were mounted in battery nineteen heavy guns,* 
viz.: two X-inch and two VHE-inch colimibiads; two 42-, 
two 32-, and three 24-pound smooth-bores ; and eight rifles, 
varying from 80- to 50-pounders. 

The object of the admiral was simply to pass the batteries 
with his fleet, so as to blockade the river above. The vessels 
he had with him were the Hartford (flag-ship), twenty-four 
guns. Captain James S. Palmer; Monongahela, ten guns. 
Captain J. P. McKinstry ; Mississippi, seventeen guns, Cap- 
tain Melancton Smith; Richmond, twenty-four guns. Com- 
mander James Alden; Genesee, eight guns. Commander 
William H. Macomb ; Albatross, six guns, Lieutenant-Com- 
mander John E. Hart; Kineo, six' guns, Lieutenant-Com- 
mander John Watters. 

The larger ships, except the Mississippi, were directed to 
take a gunboat on the port side, securing her well aft, so 
as to leave as much of the port battery as possible clear. 
Each was to keep a little to starboard of her next ahead, so 
as to be free to use her bow guns as soon as possible with 
the least danger from premature explosions of projectiles. 
In accordance with this order, the Hartford took the Alba- 



1 Confederate Retam of March 27, 1863. A larg^ nnmber of field pieces, re- 
ported to be as many as 35, took part in the action of the 15th. 

3 Of these, four were 24-pounder brass howitzers, usually not counted in ships* 
batteries. 
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tross, the Monongahela the Kineo, and the Richmond tho 
Genesee; the Richmond being the slowest ship and the 
Genesee the most powerful gunboat. The ships were pre- 
pared as at the passage of the lower forts, and in the Hart- 
ford the admiral had placed his pilot in the mizzen-top, 
where he could see n^ore clearly, and had arranged a speak- 
ing-tube thence to the deck. The Essex and Sachem were 
not to attempt the passage, but with some mortar-boats to 
engage the lower batteries to cover the movement. 

Shortly before 10 p.m. the ships weighed and advanced in 
the following order: Hartford, Richmond, Monongahela, 
Mississippi. At eleven, as they drew near the batteries, the 
lowest of which the Hartford had already i^assed, the enemy 
threw up rockets and opened their fire. Prudence, and the 
fact of the best water being on the starboard hand, led the 
ships to hug the east shore of the river, passing so close 
under the Confederate guns that the speech of the gunners 
and troops could be distinguished. Along the shore, at the 
foot of the blufis, powerful reflecting lamps, like those used 
on locomotives, had been placed, to show the ships to the 
enemy as they passed ; and for the same purpose lai-ge fires, 
already stacked on the opposite point, were lit. The fii-e of 
the fleet and from the shore soon raised a smoke which 
made these precautions useless, while it involved the ships 
in a danger greater than any from the enemy's guns. Set- 
tling down upon the water, in a still damp atmosphere, it 
soon hid everything from the eyes of the pilots. The flag- 
ship, leading, had the advantage of pushing often ahead of 
her own smoke; but those who followed ran into it and 
incurred a perplexity which increased from van to rear. 
At the bend of the river the current caught the Hartford on 
her port bow, sweeping her round \\4th her head toward the 
batteries and nearlv on shore, her stem touching the ground 
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slightly; bnt by her own efforts and the assistance of the 
Albatross she was backed clear. Then, the Albatross back- 
ing and the Hartford going ahead strong with the engines, 
her head was fairly pointed up the stream, and she passed 
by without serious injury. Deceived possibly by the report 
of the howitzers in her top, which were nearly on their own 
level, the Confederates did not depress their guns sufficiently 
to hit her as often as they did the ships that followed her. 
One killed and two wounded is her report ; and one marine 
fell overboard, his cries for help being heard on board the 
other ships as they passed by, unable to save him. 

The Bichmond, with the Qenesee alongside, following the 
Hartford, had reached the last battery and was about to 
make the turn when a plunging shot entering about four 
feet above the berth-deck, passed through a barricade of 
clothes-bags and hawsers into the engine-room, upsetting 
the starboard safety-valve ; then glancing a little upward, 
it displaced the port safety-valve weight and twisted tho 
lever, leaving the valve partly opened. The steam escaped 
so rapidly as to reduce the pressure at once to nine pounds, 
while filling the fire-room and berth-deck. Deprived thus 
of her motive force, it was found that the Qenesee was not 
able to drag both vessels up against the strong current then 
running. Commander Alden was therefore compelled to 
turn down stream, and after some narrow escapes from the 
fire of his own fleet, was soon carried by the gunboat out of 
range. The two vessels lost 3 killed and 15 wounded ; 
among the latter the first lieutenant of the Bichmond, A. 
Boyd Cummings, mortally. 

The Monongahela and Kineo were third in line. "While 
under the fire of the principal batteiies, musketry opened 
upon them from the west bank, which was soon silenced by' 
shrapnel and grape from the Kinco. A few moments later a 
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chance shot lodged between the stem-post and rudder-post 
of the gunboat, wedging the rudder and making it com- 
pletely useless. The density of the smoke, complained of 
by all the officers of the fleet that night, caused the pilots to 
miss their way ; and the larger ship took the ground on the 
spit opposite the town. The Kineo, not touching, with tho 
way she had tore clear of her fasts, and, ranging a short dis- 
tance ahead, grounded also. Both vessels received consider- 
able though not serious damage from the violence of the 
separation. The Kineo was soon able to back clear and, 
though disabled, managed to get a hawser from the Monon- 
gahela and pull that ship off after she had been twenty-flvo 
minutes aground. The latter then went ahead again, while 
the Kineo, unable to steer properly, drifted down stream out 
of range. While aground a shot came in, cutting away the 
bridge under Captain McKinstry's feet, and throwing him to 
the deck below ; the fall incapacitated him from remaining 
at his station, and Lieutenant-Commander N. W. Thomas 
took command of the Monongahela. Meanwhile the Missis- 
sippi had passed, unseen and unseeing, in the smoke, and 
had herself grounded a little farther up near the head of tho 
spit. She was observed to be on firo as the Monongahela 
again drew near the bend, and at the same moment the lat- 
ter vessel's engines ceased to move, a crank-pin being heated. 
Thus unmanageable she diif ted down within thirty yards of 
the batteries, and had to anchor below. Her loss was 6 
killed and 21 wounded; the Elineo, though repeatedly 
struck, had no one hurt. 

The Mississippi had passed the lower batteries and had 
reached the bend, going fast, when she struck, heeling at 
once three streaks to port. The engines were reversed and 
backed to the full extent of their power, and the port battery 
run in to bring the ship on an even keel. After working for 
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thirty-five minntes it was f onnd impossible to get her off. 
The port battery and pivot gun were then ordered to be 
thrown overboard, bat before that was done Captain Smith 
decided that the ship would have to be abandoned, as three 
batteries had her range and were hulling her constantly. 

The sick and wounded were brought up, and three small 
boats, all that were left, were employed in landing the crew. 
The fire of the starboard battery had been kept up until this 
time, but now ceased. The ship was then set on fire in the 
forward store-room ; but before the fire had gained sufficient 
headway, three shot entering there let in water and put it 
out. She was then fired in four different places aft, and as 
Boon as it was sure that she would be destroyed, the captain 
and first lieutenant left her, passing down to the Richmond 
in safety. The Mississippi remained aground till 3 a.m., 
when she floated off and drifted down the river, passing the 
other ships without injuring them. At 5.30, being then 
some distance below, she blew up, thus meeting the same 
fate that had befallen her sister ship, the Missouri, twenty 
years before, in the harbor of Gibraltar. 

From the circumstances of the case the exact number of 
killed and wounded of the Mississippi could not be ascer- 
tained. Upon mustering the ship's company after the action, 
64 were found missing out of a total of 297. Of these 25 
were believed to have been killed. 

It is sufficiently apparent, from the above accounts of the 
experiences of each vessel, that the failure of the greater 
X3art of the fleet to pass was principally due to other circum- 
stances than the Confederate fire. The darkness of the night, 
the stillness of the air, which permitted the smoke to settle 
undisturbed, the intricacy of the navigation, the rapidity of 
the current, then running at the rate of five knots, the 
poor speed of the ships, not over eight knots, were kno^n 
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beforehand, and were greater elements of danger than the 
simple fire of the enemy. To these is to be added the diffi- 
culty of making the turn, with the swift current of the river 
round the bend tending to throw the ship bodily on to the 
hostile shore before she could be brought to head in the 
new direction. The Hartford and her consort alone reached 
this final trial, and were by it nearly involved in the common 
disaster. 

Nearly, but not quite ; and the success of the two vessels, 
though it placed them in a trying and hazardous position, 
ensured the attainment of the object for which the risk had 
been run. The Ked River was blockaded, not again to be 
open to the Confederates during the war; and though 
nearly four months were still to elapse before the Missis- 
sippi would be freely used throughout its length by Union 
vessels, it slipped finally from the control of the enemy 
as Farragut with his two ships passed from under the 
batteries at Port Hudson. 

The morning after the action the flag-ship dropped 
down nearly within range of the enemy, to communicate, if 
possible, by signal with the fleet below, but they could not 
be seen from her mast-heads ; therefore after firing three 
guns, as before concerted with General Banks, the admiral 
went on up the river. The following morning he anchored 
off the mouth of the Red River, remaining twenty-four hours ; 
and then went on to below Vicksburg to communicate with 
Porter, arriving there on the 20th. On the way the ships 
engaged a battery of four rifled pieces at Grand Gulf, losing 
2 men killed and 6 wounded, but met with no other opposi- 
tion. Porter was absent in Deer Creek, one of the bayous 
emptying into the Yazoo, when Farragut's messenger arrived, 
but communication was held with General Grant, Captain 
Walke, the senior naval officer present, and General A. W. 
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Ellet, commanding the ram flotilla. Farragut, deprived of 
the greater part of his own fleet, was very desirous of getting 
reinforcements from above ; asking specially for an iron- 
clad and a couple of rams to assist him in maintaining the 
blockade of Bed Biver and to patrol the Mississippi. In 
the absence of Porter he was not willing to urge his request 
upon the subordinate officers present, but General Ellet 
assumed the responsibility of sending down two rams, 
without waiting to hear from the admiral, of whose con- 
currence he expressed himself as feeling assured ; an opin- 
ion apparently shared by the others present at the con- 
sultation. It would seem, however, that Porter did not 
think the rams actually sent fit to b«^ separated from a ma- 
chine-shop by enemies' batteries ; and his ironclads could 
not be spared from the work yet to be done above. The 
rams Switzerland and Lancaster, the former under command 
of Colonel Charles B. Ellet, late of the Queen of the West, 
the latter under Lieutenant-Colonel John A. Ellet, were de- 
tailed for this duty and started during the night of the 24th, 
but so late that they did not get by before the sun had 
risen. The batteries opened upon them between 5.30 and 
6 A.M. of the 25th. The Lancaster, an old and rotten boat, 
received a shell in her boilers ; and her hull was so shat- 
tered by the explosion that she went to pieces and sank, the 
officers and crew escaping on cotton bales. The Switzer- 
land was hulled repeatedly and received two shots in her 
boilers ; but being a stronger boat survived her injuries and 
drifted down safely to her destination, where a week's labor 
put her again in fighting condition. The recklessness of 
the daring family whose name is so associated with the ram 
fleet had thus caused the loss of two of them, and led Porter 
to caution Farragut to keep the one now with him always 
under his own eye. 
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Soon after the coming of General Grant, while the army 
was digging canals at two or three different points, with 
the view of opening new waterways from above to below 
Vicksburg, Admiral Poiier had suggested that by cutting 
the levee across the old Yazoo Pass, six miles below Helena, 
access might be had to the Yazoo above Haines's Bluff and 
Vicksburg turned by that route. Grant ordered the cutting, 
and Porter sent the light-draught Forest Bose to stand by 
to enter when open. 

There are two entrances from the Mississippi to the pass, 
the upper one direct, the lower one turning to the left and 
running parallel to the course of the river. Just within their 
junction the levee, built in 1856, crosses the pass, which is 
here only seventy-five feet wide between the timber on 
either side. At the distance of a mile from the great river 
the pass enters the northern end of Moon Lake, a crescent- 
shaped sheet of water, probably an old bed of the Mississippi. 
The lake is seven or eight miles long and from eight hundi*ed 
to a thousand yards wide, with a uniform depth enough to 
float the largest steamboats. Two or three plantations were 
then on the east shore, but the rest was unbroken forest, 
quiet and isolated, abounding in game as the waters did in 
fish. The pass issues again half way down the eastern side, 
through an opening so shut in with trees that it can scarcely 
be seen a hundred yards away, and piu'sues a tortuous course 
of twelve or fourteen miles to the Coldwater Biver, the 
upper portion of the Yazoo. In this part of the route, which 
never exceeds one hundred feet in width and often narrows 
to seventy-five or less, the forest of Cyprus and sycamore trees, 
mingled with great cottonwoods and thickly twining wild 
grape-vines, formed a perfect arch overhead, shutting out 
the rays of the sun ; and, though generally high enough to 
allow the tall smoke-stacks to pass underneath, sometimes 
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grazed their tops and again swept them down to the deck as 
the swift current bore the vessels along. 

Digging on the levee was begun on the 2d of February, 
under the direction of Lieutenant-Colonel James H. Wilson, 
of the Engineers. At this time the diflference of level be- 
tween the water inside and out of the levee was eight and a 
half feet. At seven the next evening, the digging having 
gone far enough, a mine was exploded and the water rushed 
in. By eleven the opening was forty yards wide and the 
water pouring in like a cataract, tearing aways logs, trees, 
and great masses of earth with the utmost ease. Owing to 
the vast ti-act of country to be flooded before the waters could 
attain their level, it was not possible to enter for four or Ave 
days ; during that time they were spreading north and south 
and east, driving the wild animals from their lairs and the 
reptiles to take refuge in the trees. 

Meanwhile news of the project had reached the Confeder- 
ates, who, though they could have little idea of the magni- 
tude of the force which intended to penetrate where few but 
flat-boats had gone before, had taken the easy precaution of 
felling large trees across the stream. On the 10th Colonel 
Wilson had passed through Moon Lake and into the pass 
beyond. Then it took three days of constant labor to get 
through five miles of felled timber and drifted wood. Some 
of the trees reached quite across the stream, and were four 
feet in diameter. To add to the difficulties of the pioneers, 
the country all around was overflowed, except a mere strip 
a few inches out of water on the very bank. Still they per- 
severed, and the way was opened through to the Coldwater. 

Porter detailed for this expedition the ironclads Chilli- 
cothe, Lieutenant-Commander James P. Foster, and De 
Kalb, Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker ; light-di*aught 
steamers Battler, Marmora, Signal, Bomeo, Petrel, and For- 
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est Rose ; rams Lioness and Fulton ; the whole being under 
Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith, of the Battler. The 
expedition went through Yazoo Pass, meeting many obstruc- 
tions and difficulties, despite the work of Wilson's corps. 

Three and a half days were consumed in making the 
twelve miles from the lake to the Coldwater ; for, though 
the current ran swiftly — ^five or six miles an hour — the low, 
oyerhanging trees threatened the chimneys, and big pro- 
jecting limbs would come sweeping and crashing along the 
light upper works, making a wreck of anything they met. 
The great stem-wheels were constantly backing, and a small 
boat lay on either quarter in readiness to run a line to the 
trees to check the way of the vessels and to ease them round 
the sharp bends, which were so frequent it was impossible 
to see ahead or astern one hundred yards in any part of the 
route. Huge rafts of driftwood still remained to be dis- 
lodged. 

On the 28th of February the vessels entered the Cold- 
water. Here the stream was wider and the current slacker, 
the trees rarely meeting overhead; but the channel was 
nearly as crooked, and accidents almost as frequent. Six 
days were consumed in advancing thirty miles through an 
almost unbroken wilderness. The stream widened and the 
country became more promising in the lower part of the 
Coldwater and the upper part of the Tallahatchie, into 
which the vessels steamed on the evening of the 6th in a 
sorely damaged condition. The Petrel had lost her wheel 
and was wholly disabled ; both smoke-stacks of the Borneo 
were gone; the Chillicothe had run upon the stump of a 
tree and started a plank in her bottom, which was now kept 
in place by being shored down from the beams of the deck 
above ; and though none, except the Petrel, were unfit for 
fighting, all had suffered greatly in hull and upper works. 
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The transports, which had joined with G,000 troops, were yet 
more roughly handled. 

The lower part of the Tallahatchie again became narrow 
and crooked, and for forty or fifty miles no break appeared 
in a wild and forbidding wilderness imtil they began to draw 
near Fort Pemberton, when the stream grew to a fair size. 
Tokens of the enemy now were seen in burning piles of cot- 
ton, and a Confederate steamer, which was picking up what 
she could, was so closely pressed as to be burned by her 
crew. The position of the Confederates had been chosen 
but a few days before, and the works were only partially up. 
The Tallahatchie here sweeps sharply to the east, and then 
returns again, forming a horseshoe bend thirteen miles long, 
the two parts of the stream approaching each other so 
closely that the neck of the enclosed peninsula is less than 
a quarter of a mile wide. It is in this bend that the Yalla- 
biisha enters, the river then taking the name of Yazoo ; so 
that the works erected across the neck were said to be be- 
tween the Tallahatchie and Yazoo, though the stream is one. 
The fort, which was called Pemberton, was built of cotton 
and earth ; in front of it was a deep slough, and on its right 
flank the river was barricaded by a raft and the hull of the 
ocean steamer Star of the West, which, after drawing the 
first shots fired in the war, when the batteries in Charleston 
stopped her from reinforcing Fort Sumter in January, 1861, 
had passed by some chance to New Orleans, where she was 
seized by the Government of Louisiana when that State se- 
ceded. When Farragut took New Orleans, she, with many 
liver steamers, was taken to the Yazoo, and now met her 
end sunk in the swollen waters of a Southern creek. The 
cannon mounted in the works were one six-and-a-half-inch 
rifled gun, three 20-pounder Parrott rifles, and some field 
pieces, among which was a Whitworth rifle. Lieutenant F. 
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E. Shepi)erd, of the Confederate Navy, who had been busy 
felling trees in the tipper river, was put in charge of these 
pieces because none of the army oflScers present, except 
General Loring, were familiar with the use of great guns. 
The heavy rifle, the main reliance of the fort, was only got 
into position by blocking it up from the ground, no other 
appliances being at hand; and as there was not enough 
blocking, the attempt had nearly failed. It was in place 
barely in time to meet the gunboats. 

The Chillicothe, at 10 a.m. of the 11th of March, steamed 
round the bend above and engaged the battery. She was 
twice struck on the turret, being materially injured, and 
withdrew to fortify with cotton bales. At 4.25 p.m. she 
again went into action, at a distance of eight hundred yards, 
with the De Kalb, but after firing four times, a shell from 
the Confederate battery struck in the muzzle of the port 
Xl-inch just as the loaders had entered a shell and were 
stripping the patch from the fuze; both projectiles ex- 
ploded, killing 2 and wounding 11 of the gun*s crew, besides 
injuring the gun. The Chillicothe was then withdrawn, after 
receiving another shot, which killed one of her ship's com- 
pany, and showing her unfitness for action through scamped 
work put upon her. The stream was so narrow that two 
vessels could with difficulty act, and therefore a 30-pound 
rifled gun was landed from the Battler on the 13th and an 
VHE-inch from the De Kalb on the 15th. The action was 
renewed again on the 13th, by both ironclads at 10.45 a.m., 
at a distance of eight hundred yards, and was severe until 2 
P.M., when the Chillicothe was forced to retire, her ammuni- 
tion running short. The De Kalb remained in position un- 
til dark, firing every fifteen minutes, but receiving no reply 
from the enemy. In this day's fight the fort was much 
damaged, the earth covering and bales being knocked away 
III.— 7 
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and the cotton set on fire in many places. None of the guns 
were dismonnted, but the large rifle was struck on the side 
of the muzzle. The greater part of the powder was in a 
powder-boat a mile away in the Yazoo, but small supplies for 
the immediate service of the battery were kept in temporary 
receptacles in the f orfc. One of these was struck by a shot 
and the cotton bale covering it knocked off ; before it could 
be replaced a bursting shell exploded the powder, killing 
and wounding a number of the garrison. 

On the 16th another attack was made by the two boats, 
but the Chillicothe was disabled in a few minutes and both 
were withdrawn. The difficulty of handling when fighting 
down stream prevented the vessels from getting that near- 
ness to the enemy which is so essential in an attack by ships 
upon fortifications. Besides the damage sustained by the 
Chillicothe, the De Kalb was much cut up, losing ten gun- 
deck beams and having the wheel-house and steerage badly 
knocked to pieces, but was not rendered imfit for service as 
the Chillicothe was. The latter lost 4 killed and 16 wound- 
ed ; the De Kalb 3 killed and 3 wounded. On the 17th, the 
troops being unable to land because the country was over- 
flowed and the ships unable to silence the fort, the expedi- 
tion fell back. On the 22d General Quimby and his com- 
mand was met coming down, and at his desire the whole 
expedition returned to Fort Pemberton ; but after remaining 
twelve days longer without effect the attempt was finally 
abandoned. 

Though thus inconclusive, the attempt by Yazoo Pass has 
an interest of its own from the unique character of the diffi- 
culties encountered by the ships. Although forewarned, 
the enemy were taken unawares, and there is reason to be- 
lieve, as we have seen, ihat had a little more feverish energy 
been displayed the vessels might have got possession of Fort 
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Pemberton before its guns were mounted. As it was, bj the 
Confederate reports, "notwithstanding every exertion the 
enemy found us but poorly prepared to receive him.'* 
There was no other favorable x)osition for defensive works 
down to Yazoo City. 

While the result of the Yazoo Pass expedition was uncer- 
tain and the vessels still before Fort Pemberton, an enter- 
prise of similar character was undertaken by Admiral Porter 
in person, having for its object to reach the Yazoo below Ya- 
zoo City but far above the works at Haines's Bluff. The pro- 
posed route was from the Yazoo up Steele's Bayou, through 
Black Bayou to Deer Creek, and thence by Boiling Fork, a 
crooked stream of about four miles, to the Big Sunflower, 
whence the way was open and easy to the Yazoo Biver. 
Fort Pemberton would then be taken between two divisions 
of the fleet, and must fall ; while the numerous steamers 
scattered through the streams of the Yazoo coimtry would 
be at the mercy of the gunboats. 

After a short preliminary reconnoissance as far as Black 
Bayou, which indicated that the enterprise was feasible, 
though arduous, and having received encouraging accounts 
of the remainder of the route, the admiral started on the 
16th of March with five ironclads : the Louisville, Lieuten- 
ant-Commander E. K. Owen ; Cincinnati, Lieutenant George 
M. Bache ; Carondelet, Lieutenant J. M. Murphy ; Mound 
City, Lieutenant Byron "Wilson ; Pittsburg, Lieutenant W. 
B. Hoel; four mortars, and four tugs. All went well 
till Black Bayou was reached. This is about four miles 
long, narrow, and very crooked, and was then filled with 
trees. Here the crews had to go to work, dragging the 
trees up by the roots, or pushing them over with the iron- 
clads, and cutting away the heavy overhanging branches. 
Having done this the ironclads were able to force their way 
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through the buahea anil troea which lined the bankf 
clung i.'iloselj to tbe bowa and sides of tlie vessels, but the 
way remciined impracticSible for transports and woodeu boats. 
In tweotj-font hours the ironclads hod gotten througli tlieaa, 
four miles to Hill's plantation, at the junction of Blat 
Bayou and Deer Creek. 

General W. T. Sherman had been directed to support 
moTement with one division of his corps and a body of pio- 
neers. The number of steamers fit for the bayou navigation 
being limited, the division was landed on the east bank of 
the Mississippi and crossed by land to Steele's Bayou, which 
there approaches to within a mile of the river. The pioneers 
followed the admiral up Black Bayou, and when the gun- 
boats entered Deer Oreek remained to further clear tlie bayou. 
On the 20tb the work bad progressed so that two trutisporta 
entered as far as a mile and a Imlf below Hill's, wliere was 
the first piece of dry land between that point and the mon 
of the Yazoo, the country generally being undex water. 

Meanwhile the admiral had pushed on up Deer Ci 
where the water was deep but the channel narrow, ci'oc 
and filled with young wiUows, which bouml the boate 
made progress very diiHcnlt. The bends wore sharp, 
much trouble was eixperieuced in heaving the vessels arc 
them, while the banks were lined with heavy trees and o 
hanging branches that would tear down the chimneys 
demolish boats and b'ght woodwork. Still they worked 
making from half a mile to a mile an hour. The enemy, 
withstanding what had been done at Yazoo Pass, were 
by suiprise, not having believed that even gunboats wonld 
to penetrate by those marshy, willowy ditches. On the 
of the 17th, Colonel Ferguson, commanding the district, 
received word at his headquarters on Deer Creek, forty 
above Kolling Fork, that the gunboats had entered the 
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He at once hurried a battalion of aharpahootera and some 
artillery on board a steamer and hastened down to Eolling 
Fork, being ao lucky as to get there before tlie vesselB, oa the 
afternoon of the 19th. A small detached body of oftvaliy 
were ahead of him, and, acting on their own account, had 
begun to cut down tree» across the stream. Anticipating 
this, the admiral had sent Lieutouaut Miiriihy uliead in a tug 
and he had come up in time to stop the felling of the first ; 
but the horsemen gallox)ed across conntry faster than the tug 
could force her way through the channel and at lost got 
down a large tree, which arrested the tug till the rest of the 
force came up. Then the slaves, with muskets to their 
breasts, were compelled to ply theii' axes to st«p the advunce 
of those to whom they looked for freedom. 

The situation was critical, and the crews turned to with a 
will, working night and day to cleai' away these obstacles, 
without sleep and snatching their food. They were now five 
or six miles from Boiling Fork, and hearing that the enemy 
were landing. Lieutenant Murphy was sent forward with 
300 men and two howitzers to hold the stream until the 
gunboats coiild cover it with their guns ; which he did, oc- 
cupying an Indian mound sixty feet high. After working 
all night and the next day, the l!Hh, the squadron had hewed 
its way by sundown to within eight hundred yards of Rolling 
Fork. They rested that night, and the morning of the 20th 
again started to work through the willows, but the lithe 
trees resisted all their efforts to push through, and had either 
to be pulled up one by one or cut off under water both 
tediona processes. Meanwhile Ferguson, having collected 
800 men and six pieces of artillery, attacked Murphy's little 
body of men, who had to bo recallod- At three in the after- 
noon Featherstone's brigade, with a section of artillery, 
arrived from Vicksburg to reinforce the enemy, and toward 
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sundown opened a sharp fire npon the gunboats from a dis- 
tance. Though this was easily silenced by the vessels, the 
difficulty of throwing out working parties in the presence of 
the enemy's force was apparent. Word was at once sent to 
Sherman of the state of things, and reached him at 3 a.m. of 
the 21st ; but before that time the admiral, learning that some 
of the enemy had reached his rear and had begun felling 
trees behind him to prevent his retreat, had decided to 
withdraw. Advance through Boiling Fork was no longer 
possible, it having been so obstructed that two or three 
days* labor would have been needed to clear it, even if un- 
opposed. 

Having but ten or twelve feet to spare on either side it was 
impossible to turn the boats, so the rudders were unshipped 
and they began that night to back down, rebounding from 
tree to tree on either bank as they struck them. The coim- 
try from Boiling Fork to Black Bayou was mostly a chain of 
plantations, in which the trees at few points came down to 
the bank of the stream thickly enough to afford cover for 
troops in numbers; but yet there was shelter for sharp- 
shooters at such a distance as enabled them to pick off any 
of the crews that exposed themselves. The guns were three 
feet below the levee, depriving them of much of their power 
to annoy the assailants. At 4 p.m. of the 21st, however. Col- 
onel Giles A. Smith, of Sherman's command, arrived with 
800 men ; Sherman, as soon as he heard of the admiral's di- 
lemma, having sent every man he had by the east bank 
of Deer Creek, remaining himself alone at Hill's until 
nightfall. Three steamboat loads of troops then arrived 
below and were conducted by him, with lighted candles, 
through two and a half miles of dense cane-brake to the 
plantation. 

When Smith reached the vessels, they had been stopped 
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for an hour or two bj a coal barge sunk across the creek, 
and were kept from sending out working parties by the en- 
emy's sharpshooters. Smith now took charge of the banks, 
being reinforced with 150 men and two howitzers from 
the fleet, and before midnight the barge was blown up. 
The retreat continued next day, the boats backing, and the 
Louisville, which was the farthest down, clearing away the 
obstructions while the troops kept the enemy from molest- 
ing the workers. Owing to the number of trees to be re- 
moved, only six miles had been gained by 3 p.m., at which 
hour a large body of the enemy were seen passing by, along 
the edge of the woods, and taking position about a mile 
ahead of the advance of the troops. The gunboats opened 
upon them, and at this time General Sherman himself 
opportunely came up with his reinforcements and drove 
the Confederates well back to the north and rear of the 
squadron, thus Anally freeing it from a very anxious and 
critical dilenmia. On the 24th Hill's plantation was reached, 
and the vessels returned without further adventure to the 
mouth of the Yazoo, where Porter communicated with 
Farragut, who still remained near the lower end of the 
canal. 

On the 29th and 30th it blew a gale of wind from the 
north, during which the steamer Vicksburg, that had been 
rammed two months before by the Queen of the West, 
broke adrift from her moorings at the city, and went ashore 
on the bank opx)osite the Hartford. Upon examination it 
was found that her machinery had been removed, and before 
any further action had been taken by Farragut, the Confed- 
erates sent down and burned her. Meanwhile coal from 
the army and provisions from the upper squadrons were 
floated down in bags, and on the 31st, having waited for the 
completion of the repairs on the Switzerland, the admiral 



152 THE GULF AND INLAND WATERS. 

got under way, with the Albatross and the ram in company, 
and went down the river. At Grand Gulf the batteries 
again opened on the ships, striking the Switzerland twice 
and the Hartford once; the latter losing one man killed. 
On the evening of April 1st the little squadron reached Bed 
Biver, having destroyed on its passage down a large number 
of skifis and flat-boats, available for the transport of stores 
across the Mississippi from the western country, on which 
Vicksburg now mainly depended for suppHes. 

In their isolated condition, and occupying a position so 
obnoxious to the enemy, there was reason to expect a repeti- 
tion on a larger scale of the attack made upon the Indianola. 
The Hartford was specially prepared for such a meeting. 
The lower yards were lowered down to the rail and the 
stream-chain, lashed to the bowsprit end, was carried aft, 
clove-hitched to the yard-arms and brought in again at the 
warping chocks. This barrier, while it remained intact, 
would keep an assailant fifteen to twenty feet from the ship ; 
then, if it were passed, as a further protection against board- 
ers, hawsers were stretched along fore and aft by the lower 
rigging, thirty feet above the deck, carrying a heavy board- 
ing netting which extended from that height to the ship's 
rail. The hammock-cloths were kept triced up, and the 
poop-deck and topgallant-forecastle, which were flush with 
the rail of the ship, were barricaded with hammocks and sails. 
For protection against rams large cypress logs were slung 
around the vessel, a foot above the water line. During the 
time they were thus alone the guns* crews always slept by 
the guns and the ship was kept in a constant state of prepa- 
ration for instant action. 

On the 6th Farragut went down again to Port Hudson, 
anxious for news about his other ships, from which he had 
now been for three weeks separated, and desiring to commu- 
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nicate with General Banks. The ordinary methods of sig- 
nalling having failed to attain these objects, the admiral's 
secretary, Mr. Gabaudan, volunteered to pass Port Hudson 
in a skiff by night. The boat was covered with twigs, ar- 
ranged to resemble one of the floating trees not uncommon 
in the Mississippi. 

At a quarter past eight on the evening of the 7th Mr. Ga- 
baudan stepped into his ark, and lying down in the bottom 
of it, with a paddle and revolver by his side, was committed 
to the current. This bore him safely by ; but once grazing 
the shore, the sentinels were heard commenting on the size 
of the log, and a boat put out to make an examination. 
Fortunately the men were contented with a glance, which 
satisfied them that the object was what it seemed ; and Ga- 
baudan's safe arrival was signalled from the vessels below at 

10 P.M. 

The next morning the admiral returned to Bed Biver and 
caught two steamers outside, one of which managed to get 
in again ; but the other was captured, and with her a Con- 
federate commissary, who was making arrangements for 
crossing a large number of cattle from the West at various 
points. Bed Biver was effectually closed, but the smallness 
of his force made it necessary to keep them all together, in 
case of attack, and though intercourse across the Mississippi 
was seriously impaired, it was not wholly checked. On the 
15th the admiral again returned to the bend above Port 
Hudson, and communicated by signal with the Bichmond, 
which had come up in accordance with instructions trans- 
mitted through Mr. Gabaudan. This officer at the same 
time returned to the ship, xmder protection of an escort, 
overland, there being no regular Confederate force on the 
right bank. 

Meanwhile General Grant had been maturing Jiis plans 
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for the movement by wliich Vieksbnrg was eventually re- 
dnced. The bayou expeditions had failed, and with them 
every hope of turning the enemy's right flank. The idea 
had been entertained of opening a water route by cutting a 
channel from the west bank of the Mississippi, seventy-flve 
miles above Vicksburg, to Lake Providence, from which 
there was communication by bayous to the Tensas, Wachita, 
and Red Rivers, and so to the Mississippi below Vicksburg. 
Yet another water-way by bayous was contemplated from 
Milliken*s Bend, twenty miles above, through the Tensas, to 
New Carthage, thirty miles below, Vicksburg. Work was 
done upon both these routes by the army; but the rapid 
falling of the river toward the middle of April at once made 
them less desirable and the roads on the west bank passable. 
Three army corps had already moved, one after the other, 
beginning on the 29th of March, toward New Carthage on 
the west bank ; but though not over twenty miles by land in 
a straight line, the condition of the country from broken 
levees and bad roads made necessary a circuit of thirty-five 
miles to reach this point. As soon as the movement was 
definitely decided upon. Admiral Porter made his prepara- 
tions for running the batteries of Vicksburg with the greater 
portion of his fleet. To assure a supply of fuel below, the 
vessels detailed for the duty took each a coal barge on the 
starboard side, leaving the port guns, which would bear 
upon the batteries, clear for firing. There being no inten- 
tion to engage the enemy except for the purpose of covering 
the passage, every precaution was taken to avoid being seen 
or heard. All lights were extinguished, ports carefully cov- 
ered, and the fires well lighted before starting, so as to 
show, if possible, no smoke ; while to lessen the noise, the 
steam, as with the Carondelet at Island No. 10, was to ex- 
haust into the wheel, and the vessels were to proceed at low 
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Speed. To avoid collisions, fifty yards were prescribed as 
the interval to be observed, and each boat was to keep a lit- 
tle to one side of its next ahead, so that, in case of the latter 
stopping, the follower would be able to pass without change 
of course. The stems of the vessels — their weakest part — 
were to be specially protected against raking shots, which 
was done by piling wet bales of hay and slinging heavy logs 
near the water Hne. 

At a quarter past nine of the night of April 16th, the fleet 
destined for this service got under way from the mouth of the 
Yazoo Biver, the flag-ship Benton, sixteen guns,* Lieutenant- 
Commander James A. Greer, leading, and the other vessels 
in the following order : Lafayette, eight guns. Captain Henry 
Walke ; Louisville, twelve guns, Lieutenant-Commander 
Elias K. Owen ; Mound City, fourteen guns, Lieutenant 
Byron Wilson ; Pittsburg, thirteen guns. Lieutenant W. B. 
Hoel ; Carondelet, eleven guns, Lieutenant J. McLeod Mur- 
phy; Tuscumbia, five guns, Lieutenant-Commander James 
W. Shirk. The Lafayette carried with her, ] ashed to the 
other side of her coal barge, the ram General Price, Lieu- 
tenant S. E, Woodworth, which had continued in the ser- 
vice after being taken from the Confederates at Memphis. 
After the Carondelet, between her and the Tuscumbia, 
came three army transports, the Silver Wave, Henry Clay, 
and Forest Queen, unprotected except by bales of hay and 
cotton round the boilers. They carried stores, but no 
troops. 

A month later, and probably at this time also, the river 
batteries before which the fleet was to pass contained thir*"^- 
one pieces of heavy artillery and thirteen of light.* An 

1 For particulars of batteries of Mississippi Squadron of 1862 and 1883, aefe 
pendix. 
* Beport of Colonel Higgins, C. S. A., commanding the river batteries. 
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tbem were eight X-inch, one IX-inch, and one Vlll-inch 
colnmbiad, smooth-bore guns; and eleven rifled guns of a 
calibre of 6.5 inches and upward. 

At 11.10 P.M., the fleet then moving at a speed scarcely ex- 
ceeding the drift of the current, a musketry fire began from 
the upper batteries of the enemy. At 11.16 the great guns 
began, slowly at first, but soon more rapidly. A few mo- 
ments later a large fire was lit on the point, bringing the 
vessels, as they passed before it, into bold relief, and serving 
to confuse, to some extent, the pilots of the fleet. Each ship 
as she brought her guns to bear on roimding the point, 
opened her fire, first from the bow and then from the port 
battery. The engagement thus soon became general and 
animated. The confusion of the scene was increased by the 
eddying currents of the river, which, catching the slowly 
moving steamers, now on the bow, now on the quarter, swung 
them round with their broadside to the stream, or even threw 
the bow up river again. Unable to see through the smoke 
and perplexed by the light of the fire, the majority of 
the vessels, thus cut around, made a full turn in the stream 
under the guns of the enemy, and one, at least, went round 
twice. The flag-ship Benton, though heavily struck, passed 
through without other adventure than this involuntary 
wheel. The Lafayette, in the smoke, found her nose nearly 
on shore on the enemy's side, and her coal barge received a 
shell in the bow which reduced it to a sinking condition. 
The Louisville, next astern, coming up, fouled the Lafayette's 
consort, the General Price ; which, being already badly cut 
up by shot and shell, cast off her fasts and made the rest of 
the journey alone. The Lafayette then let go her barge and 
went down without further adventure. The Louisville also 
lost her barge, apparently, at this time, but picked it up 
again while still under fire. The Mound City following 
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came down upon the three vessels thus sported with by the 
cnrrent and the difficulties of the night, and to avoid a like 
disaster passed them by. The Pittsburg came next in her 
appointed station ; like the Mound City, she escaped the 
pranks of the eddy, and both vessels, steaming leisurely on, 
used their guns with good effect ; receiving, while passing 
the burning pile ashore, several shot from the enemy. The 
Pittsburg was struck on the quarter, where the logs alone 
prevented the shot from entering the magazine. The Caron- 
delet met with no other mishap than making an involuntary 
circle in the river. The Tuscumbia remained in rear of the 
transports, which had a hard time. Either swung by the 
eddy, or daunted by the tremendous fire which they were 
certainly ill-fitted to resist, two of them at one time pointed 
up stream. The Tuscumbia stopped, prepared to compel 
their passage down ; but force was not needed. The Henry 
Clay caught fire, was burnt and sank ; the other resumed 
her course. When rounding the point, the Tuscumbia 
touched, and as she backed off foijled the Forest Queen, 
causing great hurrahs among the enemy. The vessels soon 
got apart, but the transport had a shot through her steam- 
pipe ; so the Tuscumbia stuck to her, the two drifting down 
together until out of range, when the gunboat towed the 
other ashore. The Tuscumbia had a shot in the bows under 
water, starting seven planks and causing her to leak badly. 

Though repeatedly hulled, the armed vessels received no 
injury unfitting them for instant service, and of their crews 
lost only 13 wounded. By three o'clock in the morning they 
were all anchored twelve miles above New Carthage, ready 
to co-operate with the movements of the army. 

Encouraged by the comparative success of the transports 
on the 16th, Grant directed six more to run the batteries, 
which was done on the night of the 22d. One got a shot 
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under water, and sank after getting bj ; the others were more 
or less damaged, but were repaired by the orders of Admiral 
Porter. Still the number was so limited, in proportion to the 
amount of transportation required, that the general decided 
to move the troops by land to Hard Times Landing, twenty- 
five miles below New Carthage by the course of the river. 
The ships of war and transports followed, the latter carrying 
as many men as they could. 

Five miles below Hard Times, on the opposite shore, is 
Grand Gulf, where a battery had fired upon Farragut, both 
on his passage to Yicksburg and return from there, after the 
fight at Port Hudson. The Confederates had begun to 
strengthen the works immediately after that time to prevent 
hiiQ from going by with impunity ; but as he considered his 
t8u\k limited to the blockade of the Bed Biver and the 
Mississippi below, to which alone his force was adequate, 
he had not again come within their range. Immediately 
above Grand Gulf is the mouth of the Big Black Biver, 
a considerable stream, by which supplies from the Bed Biver 
country were transported to the interior of the Confederacy 
on the east of the Mississippi. 

Eight hundred yards below the mouth of the Big Black is 
the Point of Bocks, rising about seventy-five feet above the 
river at its then height. On this was the Upper battery, 
mounting, at the time of attack, two Vll-inch rifies, one 
Vm-inch smooth-bore, and a 30-poimd rifled gun on wheels. 
A line of rifle-pits and a covered way led from there to the 
lower fort, three-quarters of a mile farther down, in which 
were mounted one 100-pound rifle, one Vlll-inch smooth- 
bore, and two 32-pounder8. There were in addition five light 
rifled guns, 10- and 20-pounders, in different parts of the 
works. The Point of Bocks battery was close over the river, 
but the bluffs below receded so as to leave a narrow strip of 
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land, three to four hundred yards wide, along the water and 
in front of the lower fort. All the fortifications were earth- 
works. 

The intention was to silence the works by the fleet, after 
which the army was to cross in transports, under cover of 
the gunboats, and caiTy the place by storm. The orders 
prescribing the manner of attack were issued by the admiral 
on the 27th. On the 29th, at 7 a.m., the fleet got under 
way, the Pittsburg leading; her commander. Lieutenant 
Hoel, a volunteer officer, being himself a pilot for the Mis- 
sissippi, obtained the honor of leading through his local 
knowledge. The Louisville, Carondelet, and Mound City 
followed in the order named, firing upon the upper fort so 
long as their guns bore, but passing by it to attack the 
lower work, which was allotted to them. The Pittsburg 
rounded to as she reached her station, keeping up her firo 
all the time, and took position close into the bank with hei* 
head up stream. The Louisville, following the Pittsburg's 
motions, passed her, rounded to and took her station imme- 
diately astern. The Carondelet and Mound City succes- 
sively performed the same manoeuvre. All four then went 
into close action with the lower fort, at the same time 
directing any of their guns that would bear upon other 
points of the works. The remaining vessels, Lafayette, 
Tuscumbia, and flag-ship Benton, followed the first foui*, 
but rounded to above the town to engage the upper fort ; 
the Lafayette taking position at first in an eddy of the river, 
and using her two stem guns, 100-pound rifies. The Ben- 
ton and Tuscumbia fought their bow and starboard guns; 
all the vessels keeping under way during the engagement, 
and being at times baffled by the eddies in the stream. At 
eleven o'clock, the admiral signalled the Lafayette to change 
her position to the lower battery, which she did. About 
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eleven, a shot came into the Benton's pilot-house, wounding 
the pilot and shattering the wheel. The vessel was for a 
moment unmanageable, got into an eddy, and was canied 
down three-quarters of a mile before she could again be 
brought under control ; but her place was promptly supplied 
by the Pittsburg, which had just moved up with that divi- 
sion of the fleet, the lower fort being silenced. The wholo 
squadron now concentrated its flre upon the Point of Bocks 
battery, keeping under way, and from the difficulties of the 
stream and the eddying current, at varying ranges. The 
Lafayette took again her position in the eddy to the north 
of the battery. Half an hour after noon, the Tuscumbia's 
port engine was disabled, and being unable to stem the 
stream with her screws, she was compelled to drop down 
below Grand Gulf. The action was continued vigorously 
until 1 P.M., when the enemy's fire, which had not been 
silenced in the upper fort, slackened materially. The admi- 
ral then passed up the river to consult with Grant, who bad 
seen the fight from the deck of a tug and realized, as did 
Porter, that the works had proved themselves too high and 
too strong to be taken from the water side. He therefore 
decided to land the troops, who were already on board the 
transports waiting to cross, and march down to the point 
immediately below Grand Gulf, while Porter signalled his 
ships to withdraw, which they did, after an action lasting 
four hours and a quarter, tying up again to the landing at 
Hard Times. The limitation to the power of the vessels 
was very clearly shown here, as at Fort Donelson ; the ad- 
vantage given by commanding height could not be over- 
come by them. On a level, as at Fort Henry, or with slight 
advantage of command against them, as at Arkansas Post, 
the chances were that they would at close quarters win by 
disabling or silencing the guns; but when it came to a 
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question of elevation the guns on shore were too mnch shel- 
tered. Even so, it may be looked npon as an nnnsual mis- 
fortune that after tearing the works to pieces as they did, 
no gun of the Confederates was seriously injured. On the 
other hand, though the gunboats were roughly handled, it 
could be claimed for them, too, that they were not silenced, 
and that, like the earthworks, they were not, with one excep- 
tion, seriously injured. The loss of the fleet was : the Ben- 
ton, 7 killed and 19 wounded ; Tuscumbia, 5 killed and 24 
wounded ; Pittsburg, 6 killed and 13 wounded. The Lafay- 
ette had one man wounded, while the remaining vessels lost 
none. 

In the afternoon the Confederates were observed to be 
repairing their works, so the Lafayette was ordered down to 
stop them. She soon drove off the working x)arties, and 
then kept up a steady fire at five-minute intervals against 
the upper battery until 8 p.m., getting no reply from a work 
which had responded so vigorously in the morning. 

That evening the fleet got under way at 8 p.m., the Benton 
leading, followed by the other gunboats and the transports, 
the Lafayette joining as they reached her station. The 
armed vessels again engaged the batteries and the transports 
slipped safely by under cover of this attack, receiving no 
injury; in fact, being struck not more than two or three 
times. As soon as they had x>assed, the gunboats followed, 
and tied up again on the Louisiana shore, four miles below 
Grand Gulf. One life only was lost in the night action, on 
board the Mound City. 

At daylight the following morning the work of carrying 
the army across the Mississippi to Bruinsburg began, the 
gunboats as well as the transports aiding in the operation. 

The same day, April 30th, a feigned attack was made at 
Haines's Bluff by the vessels of the squadron remaining above 
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Vicksburg, under Lientenant-Commander K. R. Breese, in 
conjunction with the Fifteenth Army Corps, under General 
W. T. Sherman. The object of General Grant in ordering 
this demonstration was to hinder the Confederates at Vicks- 
burg from sending heavy reinforcements to Grand Gulf to op- 
pose the troops on their first landing. The expedition was 
most successful in attaining this end, but the vessels were 
very roughly handled, having been much exposed with the 
wish to make the attack appear as real as possible. The Choc- 
taw, Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Bamsay, was struck as 
often as forty-six times; Despite the heavy fire of the enemy, 
no serious casualties occurred on board the fleet in an action 
which lasted three hours, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The de- 
monstration was continued during the following day, but at 
8 P.M. General Sherman withdrew his troops to the other 
side of the Mississippi, taking up his march to join the main 
body of the army ; and the vessels returned to their an- 
chorage off the mouth of the Yazoo. 

On the morning of the 3d Porter advanced upon Grand 
Gulf with his fleet below, intending to attack if the enemy 
were still there ; but the place was found to be evacuated, as 
had been expected, the march of the army inland having 
rendered it untenable. The earthworks were torn to pieces 
by the fire of the fleet, and Colonel Wade, the commandant, 
had been killed ; but the guns were still in position, except 
two 32-pounders in the lower battery, which were dismounted 
and broken. A large quantity of ammunition was also ob- 
tained, showing that lack of it was not the cause of the fire 
slackening on the 29th of April. The same day General 
Grant arrived, and made the necessary arrangements for 
transferring his base of supplies to Grand Gulf instead of 
Bruinsburg. 

On the day that Porter ran by the batteries of Vicksburg, 
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April 16tli, Farragnt, having received his secretary and the 
despatches brought bj him, went back from Port Hndson to 
the month of the Bed Biver. During the next fortnight 
he kept up the blockade of the Mississippi between those 
two points, twice catching stores crossing in flat-boatr^ be- 
sides destroying a number of boats along the river and a 
large quantity of commissary stores at Bayou Sara. Besides 
cutting off Port Hudson from the west bank of the Missis- 
sippi, his presence in this position prevented reinforcements 
from that place being sent by the Bed Biver, as they other- 
wise might have been, to the Confederate General Taylor, 
who was now being pressed by Banks toward Alexandria. 
Farragut had also in view blockading the Black Biver, 
a tributary of the Bed, which enters it from the north and 
northwest about thirty miles from the Mississippi and by 
which it was reported that reinforcements to Taylor were ex- 
pected to arrive from Arkansas. 

These military movements in Western Louisiana were due 
to the operations of General Banks, who had abandoned the 
demonstration made from Baton Bouge against Port Hudson, 
at the time Farragut x>&ssed, and resumed his operations by 
the Bayous Teche and Atchafalaya. This expedition was 
accompanied by four light gunboats, the Calhoun, Clifton, 
Arizona, and Estrella, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Commander A. P. Cooke, of the latter vessel. The land 
forces reached Opelousas near the Teche, sixty miles from 
Alexandria, on the 20th of April ; and the same day the gun- 
boats took Butte- ^-la-Bose, on the Atchafalaya, sixty miles 
from Brashear City, a fortified place, mounting two heavy 
guns. Banks continued his advance upon Alexandria, and 
the gunboats pushed on through the Atchafalaya for the 
mouth of the Bed Biver. 

On the evening of the 1st of May the Arizona arrived 
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where the Hartford was then lying, Lringing with her de- 
spEitcheH from Banks to Farragut, asking his co-operatioa 
against Alexandria. Tlie Estrella coining a few hoare lat«r, 
the admiral eeut the two, with the Albati'oss, nnder Lieuten- 
nnt-Coutiuauder John E. Hart, senior officer, up the Red 
Biver on the 3d. Tlie little detachment reached the mouth 
ol the Black Biver tbat afl^raoon, and there learned that 
none of the Confederate reinforcements expected bj that 
stream liad as jet passed. At sunset they anchored thirteen 
miles below Gordon's Landing. The next day, at 6 a.m., 
they Again went up the stream, reaching, at 8.40, the bluff 
and bend which bad been the scene of the capture at 
the Qneen of the West ten weeks before. When tlie Alba- 
troBB, which was leading, looked oat from behind the bluff 
her people saw a battery with three casemates, now called 
Fort De Ensaey, commanding the river, covering two river 
steamers with steam up ; alongside one of these was a flat- 
boat loaded with a heavy gnn, believed to be cue of those 
taken from tlie Indianola. Below the batteiy wob a heavy 
raft, stretching across the stream and HeenmL by chains to 
both banks. The Albatross went at once into action at a 
distance of five hundred yards, having, at that distance, to 
deal not only with the battery but with sharpshooters shel- 
tei-ed behind cotton barricades on board the steamers. The 
ship was much embarrassed by the eddies and the intricacy 
of the channel, touching several times ; but the fight was 
maintained for forty minutes, after which she withdrew, 
having been hulled eleven times, her spare and rigging 
seriously injured, and having lost two men killed and four 
wounded. The force was too small to grapple successfully 
with the work, so Lieutenant-Commander Hart gave the 
order to return. 
On the way down the vessels met Admiral Porter, who had 
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delayed at Grand Gulf no longer than was necessary to take 
possession. Leaving there at noon of the day of its occupa- 
tion he reached the mouth of the Bed Biver on the 4th, 
and communicated with Farragut. The next day he went 
up the Bed Biver, taking with him, besides the flag-ship 
Benton, the Lafayette, Pittsburg, and Price. The ram 
Switzerland, which Farragut no longer needed, and the tug 
Ivy accompanied him. 

When he fell in with Hart's expedition. Porter took the 
Estrella and Arizona in addition to his own force, leaving 
the Albatross to rejoin Farragut alone. On the 5th, toward 
sundown, Fort DeBussey was reached, but found to be 
abandoned and the guns removed, except one 64-pounder. 
Losing no time in destroying the abandoned works, the 
squadron pushed on at once for Alexandria; a passage 
through the raft being opened by the Price's ram. The 
Aiizona having speed was sent ahead to surprise any steamer 
that might be at the town, where she arrived the evening of 
the 6th, the rest of the vessels coming up the following 
morning. Most of the Confederate public property had 
been already removed to Shreveporfc, three hundred and 
fifty miles farther up, in the northwest corner of Louisiana, 
where the gunboats in that stage of the river could not fol- 
low. General Banks arrived on the evening of the 7th from 
Opelousas. 

As the river was beginning to fall, Porter went down again 
on the 8th with all the vessels but the Lafayette, Captain 
Walke, who was left at Alexandria to co-operate with the 
army. The Benton stopped for a short time at Fort De 
Bussey, while a detached expedition consisting of the Price, 
Switzerland, Pittsburg, and Arizona was sent up the Black 
Biver. They got as far as Harrisonburg, seventy miles up, 
where were found batteries on high hills too heavy for the 
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force, which was recalled after commtLnicating with the ad- 
miral, having sncceeded in destroying $300,000 worth of 
the enemy's provisions. The Switzerland, Estrella, and Ari- 
zona were now sent up to Captain Walke at Alexandria, and 
the admiral returned to Gi-and Gulf on the 13th. The 
Black River expedition was in itself of no great conse- 
quence; but, taken in connection with others of the same 
character through these waters, after the fall of Vicksburg, 
and the expected reinforcements of Taylor by the same 
route, it illustrates the facilities for rapidly traversing the 
enemy's country afforded by the navigable streams, and the 
j)art played by them in the conduct of the war by either 
party. 

Farragut now felt that his personal presence was no longer 
required above Port Hudson, and returned to New Orleans 
by one of the bayous ; leaving Commodore Palmer with the 
Hartford, Albatross, Estrella, and Arizona to maintain the 
blockade above until Porter was ready to assume the entire 
charge. The Hartford, however, did not come down till 
after the surrender of Port Hudson, two months later. 

After the capture of Alexandria and the dispersal of the 
enemy in that quarter. General Banks moved down with his 
army to Simmesport, on the Atchafalaya Bayou, five miles 
from the Red River, and thence across the Mississippi at 
Bayou Sara, five or six miles above Port Hudson. General 
Augur of his command at the same time moved up from 
Baton Rouge. The two bodies met on the 23d of May, and 
Port Hudson was immediately invested. An assault was 
made on the 27th, but proved unsuccessful, and the army 
settled down to a regular siege. A battery of four IX-inch 
shell-guns from the navy was efficiently served throughout 
the siege by a detachment of seamen from the Richmond 
and Essex under Lieutonant-Commandor EJward Teny, 
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executive officer of the former vessel. The Essex, Com-i 
mander Caldwell, and the half dozen movtar^cbooners under' 
liis orders maintained a constant bombardment and success 
sion of artillery fights with the river batteries of the enemy, 
being exposed to the fire of four VIII- anil S-incb colnai-' 
biada and two heavy riiles. Betwaon the 23d of May and 
2Gth of June Caldwell estimated that one thousand shot and 
sltell had been fired at bim from these guns. During tliesa] 
daily engagementa the Essex was hulled twenty-three times, 
besides being frequently stmck above her decks, and had' 
received severe injury. The mortar -schooners also ct 
for their share of hard knocks, and their captains wi 
epooially commended both by Caldwell and FaiTagut, 

Oa the 15th of May Porter went to the Yazoo and there. 
awaited news from the army. On the 18th heavy fixing in 
the rear of the eitj assured him of Grant's approach. That' 
afternoon the advance of Sherman's oorpB came in beloir" 
Snyder's Bluff, between the city and Haines's BlnfT. Tha' 
works at the latter point had been abandoned the evenii^' 
before on the approach of the annj ; a small party only ba- 
iug left to destroy or remove whatever they could. Upoui 
the appeoraucs of the troops the admiral sent up a fores' 
of ^nboats under Lientenant- Commander K. R. Breese, 
whereupon the party ran off, leaving everything 
order. The works mounted fourteen heavy gnna, VUI- and 
X-inch smooth-bores, and Vlli-iach rifles; the carriages 
these were burned, as were the Confederate encampmenh^l 
and the magazines blown np. Porter now received letti 
from Grant, Sherman, and Steele, informing him of the 
tire success of the campaign in the rear of Vicksbnrg, and 
asking that provisions might be sent up, the army having 
lived off the conntry almost entirely during a fortnight of 
cotistaut marching and figh'.iug. Lieu ten ant-Commander 3^ 
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G. Walker in the De Kalb was sent up to Yazoo City with 
sufficient force to destroy the enemy's property which he 
might find, and the gunboats below Vicksburg were moved 
up to fire on the hill batteries, an annoyance to the garrison 
which they kept up off and on during the night. On the 
19th six mortar-boats were got into position, with orders to 
fire night and day as rapidly as possible. 

Grant, having completed the investment of Vicksburg, 
sent word on the evening of the 21st that he intended to make 
a general assault upon the enemy's works at 10 a.m. the fol- 
lowing day, and asked that the fleet might shell the batteries 
from 9.30 to lO.'SO. Porter complied by keeping up his mor- 
tar fire all night and sending up the gunboats to shell the 
water batteries, and other places where he thought the 
enemy might find rest. At 7 a.m. the next day the Mound 
City, followed at eight by the Benton, Tuscumbia, and Ca- 
rondelet, moved up abreast the lower end of the canal, open- 
ing upon the hill batteries ; then they attacked the water 
batteries, the duel between them and the ships at a range of 
four hundred and fifty yards being maintained incessantly 
for two hours. The Tuscumbia proved, as before, too weak 
to withstand such close action and had to drop down. The 
admiral wrote that this was the hottest fire that the gunboats 
had yet endured, but the water batteries having little eleva- 
tion, the ships contended on more even terms than at Grand 
Gulf, and fighting bows on, received little damage. 

The fire was maintained for an hour longer than Grant had 
asked, when the vessels dropped out of range, having lost 
only a few wounded. The assault of the army was not suc- 
cessful and regular siege operations were begun. Vicks- 
burg and Port Hudson, the two extremes of the Confederate 
line, were thus formally invested by the 27th of May. On 
that day, Porter, having received a request from Grant and 
III.— 8 
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Sherman to try whether the enemy had moved from the bat- 
teries the guns on their extreme left, as they had from many 
of the other hill batteries, sent down the gunboat Cincin- 
nati, Lieutenant George M. Bache, to draw their fire if still 
there ; and, if possible, to enfilade the enemy*s rifle-pits in 
that quarter and drive them out. The Cincinnati started 
from the upper division of the squadron at 7 a.m. ; the ves- 
sels of the lower division. Price, Benton, Mound City, and 
Carondelet, steaming up at the same time to cover her move- 
ment by engaging the lower batteries, which might have 
played upon her. General Sherman took a position upon a 
hill at the extreme right of the Union lines, bverlooking the 
river, so as to see the affair and take advantage of any suc- 
cess gained by the Cincinnati's attack. The gunboat, pro- 
tected as usual by logs and hay, came within range shortly 
after nine o'clock, and the enemy began firing rapidly 
from all their batteries, the guns whose position had been 
doubted proving to be in their old place. When abreast 
the position assigned her for enfilading the rifle-pits the 
Cincinnati rounded to, and as she did so a shot pierced her 
side and entered the shell-room, capsizing nearly all the 
boxes on one side of the alley. As she came to with her 
head up stream, another ball entered the shell-room below 
the water-line, and a third pierced her stem, 'always the 
weakest part of these vessels, going into the magazine, also 
below the water-line, flooding it instantly and causing the 
vessel to fill rapidly. A heavy shot drove through the pilot- 
house, and shortly afterward the starboard tiller was carried 
away. The plunging fire of many big guns, concentrated on 
a single vessel, wrought great injury in a short time ; pene- 
trating her light deck, five of her guns were disabled by it. 
All three fiag-staffs were shot away, carrying the colors down 
with them; upon which, a quartermaster, Fi-ank Bois by 
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name, went cmt and nailed a flag to the stump that was left 
of the forward stafifl Finding the vessel mnst sink, Lienten- 
iEuit Bache kept running up stream, hugging the east bank to 
be as far as possible out of the enemy's range, and about ten 
minutes before she went down sheered in, ran out a hawser, 
and a plank by which the woimded were landed. Unfortu- 
nately the men who went ashore with the hawser did not se- 
cure it properly, the boat began drifting out into the stream, 
and the officers and' crew had to swim for their lives. She 
sank in three fathomis of water within range of the enemy's 
batteries, the second to go down of the seven first built. 
The loss was 5 killed, 14 wounded, and 15 missing ; supposed 
to have been drowned. 

The detached expedition to Yazoo City, under Lieutenant- 
Commander Walker, had returned on the evening of the 
23d. On the approach of the vessels, the Confederates had 
set fire to the navy yard and three steamers on the stocks 
building for ships of war, one a very large vessel, 310 feet 
long by 70 feet beam and intended to carry 4i-inch plating. 
All that had not been destroyed or removed by the enemy 
the gunboats finished, the loss bsing estimated at two mil- 
lion dollars. An attack was made upon the gunboats at a 
bend of the river by a small force of riflemen with three field 
pieces, but was repelled without trouble, one man only 
being killed and eight slightly wounded. The morning 
JEkft^r their return the same vessels were again sent up. One 
of the light-draughts, the Signal, met with the curious acci- 
dent of knocking down her smoke-stacks, an incident which 
again illustrates the peculiar character of this bayou warfare. 
Sending her back, and leaving his own vessel, the De Kalb, 
to follow as rapidly as possible. Walker pushed on with 
the Forest Bose, liinden, and Petrel to within fifteen miles 
of Fort Pemberton, by which the Yazoo Pass expedition 
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had been baffled. Here four fine steamers had been sunk 
on a bar, stopping farther progress. Having no means of 
raising them, thej were fired and burned to the water's 
edge. The vessels then passed down the Tazoo, burning a 
large saw-mill twenty-five miles above Tazoo City, till they 
came to the Big Sunflower Biver. They ascended this 
stream one hundred and eighty miles, branch expeditions 
being sent into the bayous that enter it, destroying or 
causing the destruction of four more steamers. Transporta- 
tion on the Yazoo by the Confederates was now broken up 
below Fort Femberton, while above it a few steamers only 
remained. 

From this time until the surrender of Vicksburg little 
occurred to vary the routine siege operations. Thirteen 
heavy cannon, from IX-inch to 32-poimders, were landed from 
the fleet to take their place in the siege batteries, in charge, 
at different points of the lines, of Lieutenant-Commander T. 
O. Selfridge, and Acting-Masters C. B. Dahlgren and J. F. 
Beed; and as many officers and men as could be spared 
were sent with them. Three heavy guns, a X-inch, IX- 
inch, and 100-pound rifle, under the command of Lieuten- 
ant-Commander F. M. Bamsay, of the C^ioctaw, were placed 
in scows close to the point opposite the town, but where 
they were protected by the bank, enfilading the batteries 
and rifle-pits on the enemy's left, against which the Cincin- 
nati had made her unsuccessful attack. The gunboats below 
were constantly under fire and the mortars steadily shelling. 
On the 19th of June Grant notified the admiral that he in- 
tended to open a general bombardment at 4 a.m. the follow- 
ing day and continue it till 10 a.m. The lower division, the 
scow battery, and the mortars joined in this, shelling the hill 
batteries and the city, but no reply was made by the enemy 
from Ihn water front. 
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The great service of the navy during the siege was 
keeping open the communications, which were entirely by 
the river from the time that Sherman's corps reached Sny- 
der's Bluflf. The danger of Vicksburg thrilled from the 
heart of the Confederacy through every nerve to its extremi- 
ties. It was felt that its fall would carry down Port Hudson 
also, leave the Mississippi open, and hopelessly sever the 
East and West. Every man, therefore, that could be moved 
was in motion, and though the enemy had no vessel on 
the river, the banks on either side swarmed with guerillas, 
moving rapidly fi*om spot to spot, rarely attempting to at- 
tack any body of troops, but falling back into the interior 
and dispersing when followed up. Provided with numerous 
field pieces, they sought to cut off the transports canying 
reinforcements and the steamers carrying supplies. The 
tortuous course of the stream in many places enabled those 
who knew the ground to move rapidly across the country 
and attack the same vessel a second time if she escaped the 
first assault. On several occasions batteries were built, and 
a large force attempted the destruction of transports. From 
these dangers the navy was the only, as it was the best pro- 
tection. The long line from Cairo to Vicksburg was patrolled 
by the smaller class of gunboats, and, thanks to their skilful 
distribution and the activity and courage of the individual 
commanders, no serious interruption of travel occurred. 
One steamer only was badly disabled and a few men killed 
or wounded. 

On the 4th of July, 1863, Vicksburg surrendered, and on 
the 9th the garrison of Port Hudson also laid down its arms. 
The Mississippi was now open from Cairo to the Gulf, and 
the merchant steamboat Imperial, leaving St. Louis on the 
8th, reached New Orleans on the 16th of this month without 
molestation. 
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Tlie Navy Department now directed that the command of 
the river ^ far down as New Orleans shonld be assumed by 
Porter, Farragut to confine himself henceforth to the coast 
operations and blockade. Toward the end of Jnly the two 
admirals met in New Orleans, and, the transfer having been 
made, Farragut sailed on the 1st of Angust for the North to 
enjoy a short respite from his labors. Porter then returned 
to Cairo, where he at once divided the long line of water- 
ways under his command into eight districts,^ of which six 
were on the Mississippi. The seventh extended on the Ohio 
from Cairo to the Tennessee, and thence through the course 
of the latter river, while the eighth embraced the upper Ohio 
and the Valley of the Cumberland. Each district had its 
own commander, who was responsible to the admiral, but 
was not to interfere with another unless in case of great 
need. For the present all was quiet, but there were already 
rumors of trouble to come when the enemy should recover 
from the stunning blows he had just received. 

1 The number of districts was afterward increased to ten. 



CHAPTEK VI. 

MINOR OCCURRENCES IN 1863. 

On the 4th of July, the same day that Vicksburg surren- 
dered, an attack was made upon Helena, in Arkansas, by the 
Confederates in force. The garrison at the same time num- 
bered 4,000 men, the enemy were variously estimated at from 
9,000 to 15,000. Having attacked the centre of the position, 
the Confederates carried the rifle-pits and a battery upon the 
hills, in rear of the town, wliich commanded all the other 
defensive works as well as the town itself. They then be- 
gan pushing masses of troops down the hill, while their 
sharpshooters were picking off the artillerists in the main 
fort, called Fort Curtis. Guns had also been placed in com- 
manding positions near the river, both above and below the 
town, and opened fire upon the line of defensive works across 
the river bottom, there about a thousand yards in width. 
Lieutenant-Commander Pritchett, of the Tyler, seeing how 
the assault was about to be made, placed his vessel in front 
of the town, so that her broadside played upon the enemy 
descending the hills, while their artillery above and below 
were exposed' to her bow and stern guns. From this advan- 
tageous position the Tyler opened fire, and to her powerful 
battery and the judgment with which it was used must be 
mainly attributed the success of the day; for though the 
garrison fought with great gallantry and tenacity, they were 
outnumbered two to one. The enemy were driven back 
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with great slaughter. General Prentiss, commanding the 
post, took occasion to acknowledge, in the fullest and most 
generous manner, Pritchett*s care in previously acquainting 
himself with the character of the ground, as well as the as- 
sistance afterward rendered by him in the fight. Four hun- 
dred of the enemy were buried on the field and 1,100 were 
made prisoners. 

While Grant was occupied at Vicksburg and Banks at 
Port Hudson, General Taylor, commanding the Confederate 
forces in West Louisiana, had concentrated, on the morning 
of the 6th of June, a force of three brigades at Bichmond, 
about ten miles from Milliken's Bend and twenty from 
Toung*s Point. At Milliken's there was a brigade of negro 
troops, with a few companies of the Twenty-third Iowa white 
regiment, in all 1,100 men ; and at Young's a few scattered 
detachments, numbering 500 or 600. Taylor determined 
to try a surprise of both points, having also a vague hope of 
communicating with Vicksburg, or causing some diversion in 
its favor. At sundown of the 6th one brigade was moved 
toward Milliken's, and one toward Young's Point, the third 
taking a position in reserve six miles from Bichmond. The 
force directed against Young's Point blundered on its way, 
got there in broad daylight, and, finding a gunboat present, 
retired without making any serious attempt. The other 
brigade, commanded by McCulloch, reached its destination 
about 3 A.M. of the 7th, drove in the pickets and advanced 
with determination upon the Union lines. The latter were 
gradually forced back of the levee, the Iowa regiment fight- 
ing with great steadiness, and the negroes behaving well in- 
dividually ; but they lacked organization and knowledge of 
their weapons. Accordingly when the enemy, who were 
much superior in numbers, charged the levee and came hand 
to hand, the colored troops, after a few moments of desper- 
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ate struggle, broke and fled under the bank of the river. 
Nothing saved them from destruction but the presence of the 
Choctaw, which at 3.30 a.m. had opened her fire and was now 
able to maintain it without fear of injuring her friends. The 
Confederates could not, or would not face it, and withdrew 
at 8.30 A.M. What the fate of these black troops would have 
been had the Confederates come upon them in the flush of 
a successful charge seems somewhat doubtful, in view of 
Taylor's suggestive remark that ** unfortunately some fifty of 
them had been taken prisoners.'* 

Immediately after the surrender of Vicksburg, Porter fol- 
lowed up the discomfiture of the Confederates by a series of 
raids into the interior of the country through its natural 
water-ways. Lieutenant-Commander Walker was again sent 
np to Yazoo City, this time in company with a force of troops 
numbering 5,000, under Major-General Herron. During 
the month that had passed since Walker's last visit, the 
enemy had been fortifying the place, and the batteries were 
found ready to receive the vessels. General Herron was then 
notified, and when his men were landed, a combined attack 
was made by the army and navy. The Confederates made 
but slight resistance and soon fled, abandoning everything. 
Six heavy guns and one vessel fell into the Union hands, 
and four fine steamers were destroyed by the enemy. Un- 
fortunately, while the De Kalb was moving slowly along she 
struck a torpedo, which exploded under her bow and sunk 
her. As she went down another exploded under her stem, 
shattering it badly. This gunboat, which at fii*st was called 
the St. Louis, was the third to be lost of the seven. The 
Cincinnati was afterward raised ; but the De Kalb was so 
shattered as to make it useless to repair her. 

At this same time Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge, with 
a force of light-draught gunboats, entered the Red River, 
8* 
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turned out of it into the Black, and from the latter again 
into the Tensas ; following one of the routes by which Grant 
had thought to move his army below Yicksburg. This 
water-line runs pai*allel with the Mississippi. Selfridge suc- 
ceeded in reaching the head of navigation, Tensas Lake and 
Bayou Macon, thirty miles above Vicksburg, and only five 
or six from the Mississippi. The expedition was divided 
at a tributary of the Black, called Little Bed Biver ; two 
going up it, while two continued up the Tensas. After- 
ward it went up the Washita as far as Harrisonburg, where 
the batteries stopped them. Four steamers were destroyed, 
together with a quantity of ammunition and provisions. 

A few weeks later, in August, Lieutenant Bache, late of 
the Cincinnati, went up the White Biver with three gun- 
boats, the Lexington, Cricket, and Marmora. At a second 
Little Bed Biver, a narrow and crooked tributary of the 
White, the Cricket was sent off to look for two steamers said 
to be hidden there. Bache himself went on to Augusta, 
thirty miles further up the White, where, he got certain news 
of the movements of the Confederate army in Arkansas ; 
thus attaining one of his chief objects. He now returned to 
the mouth of the Little Bed, and, leaving the Marmora there, 
went up himself to see how the Cricket had fared. The 
little vessel was met coming down ; bringing with her the 
two steamers, but having lost one man killed and eight 
wounded in a brush with sharpshooters. On i;heir return 
the three vessels were waylaid at every available point by 
musketry, but met with no loss. They had gone two hun- , 
dred and fifty miles up the White, and forty up the Little 
Bed Biver. 

During a great part of 1863, Tennessee and Kentucky, be- ; 
yond the lines of the Union army, were a prey not only to 
raids by detached bodies of the enemy*s army, but also to. 
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the operations of gneiillas and light irregular forces. The 
mling feeling of the country favored the Confederate cause, 
so that every hamlet and farm-house gave a refuge to these 
marauders, while at the same time the known existence of 
some Union feeling made it hard for officers to judge, in all 
cases, whether punishment should fall on the places where 
the attacks were made. The country between the Cumber- 
Ismd and Tennessee Rivers early in the year harbored many 
of these irregular bodies, having a certain loose organization 
and a number of field-pieces. The distance between the 
two streams in the lower part of their course being small, 
they were able to move from the banks of one to the otl\ier 
with ease. lb was necessary, therefore, to keep these rivers 
patrolled by a force of gunboats ; which, though forming 
paii} of Porter's fleet, were under the immediate orders of 
Captain Alexander M. Pennock, commanding the naval sta- 
tion at Cairo. West of the rivers, between them and the 
great river, the western parts of Kentucky and Tennessee 
and the northern part of Mississippi were under control of 
the Union troops, though inroads of guerillas were not un- 
known. Nashville was held by the Union forces ; but the 
Confederates were not far away at Shelbyville and Tulla- 
homa. The fights between the gunboats and the hostile 
parties on these rivers do not individually possess much im- 
poi-tance, but have an interest in showing the unending and 
essential work performed by the navy in keeping the com- 
munications open, aiding isolated garrisons, and checking 
the growth of the guerilla war. 

On the 30th of January Lieutenant-Commander S. L. 
Phelps, having been sent by Captain Pennock in the Lex- 
ington to make a special examination of the condition of af- 
fairs on the Cumberland River, reported that, a transport 
having been fired upon twenty miles above Clarksville, he 



180 THE GULF AND INLAND WATERS. 

had landed and burned a storehonse used as a resort by the 
enemy. As he returned the vessel was attacked with some 
Parrott rifles and struck three times ; but the heavy guns of 
the Lexington drove the enemy off. Going down to Clarks- 
ville he met there a fleet of thirty-one steamers, having 
many barges in tow, convoyed by three light-draught gun- 
boats. These he joined, and the enemy having tested the 
power of the Lexington, did not fire a shot between Olarks- 
ville and Nashville. As a result of his enquiries he thought 
that no transport should be allowed to go without convoy 
higher than Fort Henry or Donelson, situated on either 
ri^er on the line separating Kentucky and Tennessee. The 
Lexington was therefore detained, and for a time added to 
the flotilla on those rivers. 

Four days later, Lieutenant-Commander Le Boy Fitch, in 
active charge of the two rivers, was going up the Cumber- 
land with a fleet of transports, convoyed by the Lexington 
and five light-draughts. When twenty-four miles below 
Dover, the town on the west bank near which Fort Donelson 
was situated, he met a steamer bearing a message from Col- 
onel Harding, commanding the post, to the effect that his 
pickets had been driven in and that he was attacked in force. 
Fitch at once left the convoy and pushed ahead as fast as he 
could. A short distance below the town he met a second 
steamer with the news that Harding was surrounded. At 
8 P.M. he arrived, and found the Union forces not only sur- 
rounded by overwhelming forces but out of ammunition. 

The enemy, not thinking about gunboats, had posted the 
main body of his troops in a graveyard at the west end of the 
town, the left wing resting in a ravine that led down to the 
river, thus enabling the vessels to rake that portion of his 
line. The gunboats opened fire simultaneously up the ra- 
vine, into the graveyard and upon the valley beyond. Taken 
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wholly by surprise, the Confederates did not return a shot, 
but decamped in haste. Leaving two boats to maintain the 
fire through the ravine, Fitch hastened up with the other 
four to shell the main road, which, after leaving the upper 
end of the town, follows nearly the bank of the stream for 
some distance. The attacking force in this case was 4,500 
strong, composed of regular Confederate troops under Gen- 
erals Wheeler, Forrest, and Wharton. By 11 p.m. they had 
disappeared, leaving 140 dead.' The garrison, which num- 
bered only 800, had defended itself gallantly against this 
overwhelming force since noon, but was in extremis when the 
gunboats arrived. 

On the 27th of March, Fitch was at Fort Hindman, on the 
Tennessee, where he took on board a force of 150 soldiers 
and went up the river. On reaching Savanna he heard 
of a cotton-mill four miles back being run for the Confeder- 
ate army. The troops and a force of sailors were landed 
and took the, mill, although a regiment of the enemy's cav- 
alry was but two or three miles away. Finding no sure 
proof of its working for the' army, they did not destroy the 
building, but removed some of the essential parts of the 
machinery. Going on to Chickasaw, south of the Tennessee 
line, as the water was too low for the Lexington, he sent on 
two light-draughts as far as Florence, where they shelled a 
camp of the enemy. The rapid falling of the river obliged 
them to return. On the way a quantity of food and live 
stock belonging to a noted abettor of guerilla warfare were 
seized. 

Having returned to the mouth of the Cumberland to coal, 
Fitch received a telegram on the 3d of April that a convoy 
had been attacked at Palmyra, thirty miles above Dover, and 
the gunboat St. Clair disabled. He at once got under way, 
took five light-draughts besides his own vessel, the Lexing- 
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ton, anil went up the river. When he reached Palmyra ha I 
bumed every bouse in the town, as a punishment (or the | 
firing on unarmed vessels and harboring giierill&a. A qmck ' 
movement followed against & body of the enemy higher ap | 
the stream, but they had notice of his approach, and had 
disoppaared. 

On the 21th a steamer was ilred upon in the Tenueesee, 
and three men badly wounded. Fitch went at once to tlia I 
scene, but the enemy were off. On the 96th, cruising up the I 
river, he tonad the TeaseU of Gteneml Ellet, co mm a nd i n g 
what was now called the Maiine Brigade, fighting a battery 
and body of infantry 700 strong. Fitch joined in, and tha 
euemy were of course repnlaod. The Marine Brigade landed 
and pursued the enemy some distance, finding their com- 
mander mortally wounded. 

On the 26th of May LientenantrCommander Phelps, with 
the Covington and two other gunhoata, was at Hamburg, on 
the Tennessee, a tew miles from the Mis-sissippi State line. 
Here he ferried across 1,500 cavahy and four light field- 
pieces from Corinth, in Mississippi, under Colonel Comyn. 
This little body made a forced inarch upon Florence, forty 
miles distant, in rear of the left of the Confederate army at 
Columbia, captured the place and destroyed a large amount 
of property, including three cotton-mills. An attempt was 
made by the enemy to cut this force ofif on its retoiTi to the 
boats, but without siicoeBS. 

Early in July a very daring raid was made by Oeneral J. 
H. Morgan of the Confederate army into the States of Ken- 
tucliy, Indiana, and Ohio. Crossing the Ohio Biver at 
Brandenburg, he moved in an easterly dh'ectiou through the 
southern part of Indiana and Ohio, burning bridges, tearing 
up railroads, destroying public property, capturing small 
bodies of troops, and causing general consternation. Fitch 
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heard of him, and at once started up the river with his 
lightest vessels to cut off the retreat of the raiders. Leaving 
some boats to patrol the river below, he himself, in the 
Moose, came up with them on the 19 th, at a ford a mile and 
a half above Buffington Island, and two hundred and fifty 
miles east of Cincinnati. The retreating enemy had placed 
two field-pieces in position, but the Moose's battery of 24- 
]7ound howitzers drove them off with shell and shrapnel. 
The troops in pursuit had come up, so the Confederates, 
finding their retreat stopped, broke and ran up the stream 
in headlong flight, leaving their wounded and dismounted 
men behind. The Moose followed, keeping always on their 
right flank, and stopping two other efforts made to cross. 
Only when the water becam^ too shoal for even his little 
paddle steamer of one hundred and sixty tons to go on, did 
Fitch stop the chase, which had led him five hundred miles 
from his usual station. His efforts and their useful results 
were cordially acknowledged by Generals Bumside and Cox, 
at Cincinnati. 

During the siege of Port Hudson the enemy on the west 
bank of the Mississippi made several demonstrations against 
Donaldsonville and Plaquemine, with a view to disturb- 
ing General Banks's communications ; threatening also New 
Orleans, which was not well prepared for defence. Farragut 
stationed the Princess Royal, Commander Woolsey, at Don- 
aldsonville ; the Winona, Lieutenant-Commander Weaver, 
above at Plaquemine, and the Kineo, Lieutenant-Commander 
Watters, some distance below. The Confederates attacked 
the fort at Donaldsonville in force at midnight of June 27th. 
The Princess Royal kept under way above the fort, engaging 
the assailants, the Winona arriving at 4 a.m. and joining 
with her. The Kineo also came up from below, but not in 
time to take part. The storming party of the enemy sue- 
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ceeded in getting into the fort, but the supports broke and 
fled under the fire of the gunboats, leaving the advance, 
numbering 120, prisoners in the hands of the garrison. On 
the 7th of July, as the Monongahela was coming up the 
river, some field batteries of the enemy attacked her, and 
her conmiander, Abner Bead, an officer of distinguished 
activity and courage, was mortally wounded. Her other loss 
was 1 killed and 4 wounded ; among the latter being Captain 
Thornton A. Jenkins, on his way to assume command of the 
Bichmond and of the naval forces off Port Hudson, 



CHAPTER Vn. 

TEXAS AND THE RED RIVER. 

Upon the fall of Vicksbnrg and Port Hudson two objects 
in the Southwest were presented to the consideration of the 
Government at Washington — Mobile and Texas. General 
Banks, commanding the Department of the Gulf, was anxious 
to proceed against the former ; a desire fully shared by the 
navy, which knew that sooner or later it must be called upon 
to attack that seaport, and that each day of delay made its 
defences stronger. Considerations of general policy, con- 
nected with the action of France in Mexico and the apparent 
unfriendly attitude of the Emperor Napoleon in. toward 
the United States, decided otherwise. On the 10th of June, 
1863, just a month before the fall of the strongholds of the 
Mississippi, the French army entered the city of Mexico. 
On the 24th of July General Banks was instructed to make 
immediate preparations for an expedition to Texas. This 
was speedily followed by other urgent orders to occupy some 
point or points of Texan territory, doubtless as an indication 
that the course of interference begun in the weaker republic 
would not be permitted to extend to lands over which the 
United States claimed authority, though actually in revolt. 
The expectation that France would thus attempt to interfere 
was far from lacking foundation, and was shared, with appre- 
hension, by the Confederate Government. A year before, M. 
Theron, a French consul in Texas, acting in his official ca- 
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pacity, had addressed a letter to the Gk>vemor of the State, 
suggesting that the re-establishment of the old republic of 
Texas, in other words, the secession of the State from, the Con- 
federacy, might be well for his ** beloved adopted country ;*' 
and ended by saying that the Governor's answer would be 
a guide to him in his political correspondence with the 
government he represented. In consequence of this letter, 
M. Theron and the French consul at Bichmond, who had 
also been meddling with Texan affairs, were ordered to leave 
the Confederate States. The object evidently was to set up 
an independent republic between the new empire in Mexico 
and whichever power. Union or Confederacy, should triumph 
in the Civil War. 

The Commander-in-Chief, General Halleck, expressed his 
own preference for a movement by the Bed Biver to Shreve- 
port, in the northwest comer of Louisiana, and the military 
occupation from that point of northern Texas, but left tho 
decision as to taking that line of operation,* or some other, to 
General Banks. The latter, for various reasons, principally 
the great distance of Shreveport, seven hundred miles from 
New Orleans, and the low state of the Bed Biver, which en- 
tirely precluded water transportation, chose to operate by 
the sea-coast, and took as the first point of attack Sabine 
Pass and city, three himdred miles from Southwest Pass, 
where the liver Sabine, separating the States of Louisiana 
and Texas, enters the Gulf. If he could make good his foot- 
ing here at once, he hoped to be able to advance on Beau- 
mont, the nearest point on the railroad, and thence on 
Houston, the capital and railway centre of the State, which is 
less than one hundred miles from Sabine City, before the 
enemy could be ready to repel him. 

Owing to lack* of transportation, all the troops for the des- 
tined operations could not go forward at once. The first di- 
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vision of 4,000, under Major-General Franklin, sailed from 
New Orleans on the 5th of September. Commodore Henry 
H. Bell, commanding the Western Gulf Squadron in the 
absence of Farrag^t, detailed the gunboats Clifton, Sachem, 
Arizona, and Granite City to accompany the expedition, 
Lieut^iant Frederick Crocker of the Clifton being senior of- 
Hcer. With the exception of the Clifton they were all of 
very light armament, but were the only available vessels of 
9uf&ciently small draught, the naval-built gunboats of the 
Cayuga class drawing too much water to cross the bar. 

The transports arrived off the Pass on the morning of the 
7th, the gunboats coming in the same evening. The next 
morning at eight the Clifton, followed soon after by the other 
gunboats and the transports, crossed the bar and anchored 
inside about two miles from the fort. At 3.30 p.m. the 
Clifton, Sachem, and Arizona advanced to attack the works. 
At four the Sachem received a shot in her boilers and was at 
once enveloped in steam. A few minutes later the Clifton 
grounded and also was struck in the boilers, but kept up her 
fire for twenty or thirty minutes longer ; then both the dis- 
abled vessels hauled down their flags. The army now aban- 
doned the expedition, and the transports with the remaining 
gunboats withdrew during the night. In this unfortunate 
af&ir the Clifton lost 10 killed and 9 wounded, the Sachem 7 
killed, the wounded not being given. There were 39 missing 
from the two vessels, many of whom were drowned. 

The hopes of success being dependent upon a surprise, 
this route was now abandoned. Banks entertained for a 
little while the idea of advancing from Berwick Bay by land. 
Crossing the Sabine at Niblett's Bluff ; but the length of the 
communication and difficulty of the country deterred him. 
The Red River Route would not be available before the 
spring rise. . To carry out the wish of the Government he 



188 THE GULF AND INLAND WATERS. 

next cletermined to land at the extreme end of the Texas 
coast line, near the Bio Grande, and work his way to the 
eastward. A force of 3,500 men, under General Dana, was or- 
ganized for this expedition, which sailed from New Orleans 
on the 26th of October, Banks himself going with it. The 
transports were convoyed by the ships-of-war Monongahela, 
Owasco, and Virginia, Captain James H. Strong of the Mo- 
nongahela being senior officer. The fleet was somewhat scat- 
tered by a norther on the 30th, bnt on the 2d of Korember a 
landing was made on Brazos Island at the month of the Bio 
Grande. The next day another detachment was pnt on 
shore on the main-land, and Brownsville, thirty miles from 
the month of the river, was occupied on the 6th. Leaving a 
garrison here, the troops were again embarked on the 16th 
and carried one hundred and twenty miles up the coast to 
Corpus Christi, at the southern end of Mustang Island, where 
they landed and marched to the upper end of the island, 
a distance of twenty-two miles. Here was a small work, 
mounting three guns, which was shelled by the Mononga- 
hela and surrendered on the approach of the army. The 
troops now crossed the Aransas Pass and moved upon Pass 
Cavallo, the entrance to Matagorda Bay. There was here an 
extensive work called Fort Esperanza, which the army in- 
vested ; but on the 30th the enemy withdrew by the penin- 
sula connecting with the main-land, thus leaving the control 
of the bay in the hands of the Union forces. The light gun- 
boats Granite City and Estrella were sent inside. 

So far all had gone well and easily ; the enemy had 
offered little resistance and the United States flag had been 
raised in Texas. Now, however, Banks found powerful 
works confronting him at the mouth of the Brazos Biver and 
at Gulveston. To reduce these he felt it necessary to turn 
into the interior and come upon them in the rear, bat the 
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forces of the enemy were snch as to deter him from the at- 
tempt unless he could receive reinforcements. Halleck had 
looked "with evident distrust upon this whole movement, by 
which a small force had been separated from the main body 
by the width of Louisiana and Texas, with the enemy's army 
between the two, and the reinforcements were not forth- 
coming ; but recurring to his favorite plan of operating by 
the Bed Biver and Shreveport, without giving positive 
orders to adopt it, the inducement was held out that, if that 
line were taken up, Steele's army in Arkansas and such forces 
as Sherman could detach should be directed to the same 
object. The co-operation of the Mississippi squadron was 
also promised. 

It was necessary, however, that this proposed expedition 
should be taken in hand and carried through promptly, be- 
cause both Banks's own troops and Sherman's would be 
needed in time to take part in the spring and summer cam- 
X>aigns east of the Mississippi ; while at the same time the 
movement could not begin until the Bed Biver should rise 
enough to permit the passage of the gunboats and heavy 
transports over the falls above Alexandria, which would not 
ordinarily be before the month of March. 

The two months of January and February were spent in 
inactivity in the Department of the Gulf, but frequent com- 
munications were held between the three generals whose 
forces were to take part in the movement. On the 1st of 
March Sherman came to New Orleans to confer with Banks, 
and it was then arranged that he should send 10,000 men 
under a good commander, who should meet Porter at the 
mouth of the Bed Biver, ascend the Black, and strike a hard 
blow at Harrisonburg, if possible, and at all events be at 
Alexandria on the 17th of March. Banks on his part was to 
reach there at the same date, marching his army from Frank- 
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lin bj way of Opelousas, and to conduct his movement on 
Shreveport with such celerity as to enable the detachment 
from Sherman's corps to get back to the Mississippi in 
thirty days from the time they entered the Red River. 
General Steele was directed by Grant to move toward 
Shreveport from Little Rock, a step to which he was averse, 
and his movements seem to have had little, if any, effect 
upon the fortunes of the expedition. Having finished his 
business, Sherman went back at once, resisting the ur- 
gent invitation of General Banks, whose military duties 
seem to have been somewhat hampered by civil calls, 
to remain over the 4th of March and participate in the 
inaugumtion of a civil government for Louisiana, in which 
the Anvil Chorus was to be played by all the bands in the 
Army of the Gulf, the church bells rung, and cannons fired 
by electricity. 

General Franklin, who was to command the army advan- 
cing from Franklin by Opelousas, did not receive his orders 
to move till the 10th, which was too late to reach Alexandria, 
one hundred and seventy-five miles away, by the 17th. More- 
over, the troops which had been recalled from the Texas 
coast, leaving only gai'risons at Brownsville and Matagorda, 
had just arrived at Berwick Bay and were without transpor- 
tation; while the cavalry had not come up from New Or- 
leans. The force got away on the 13th and 14th and reached 
Alexandria on the 25th and 26th. 

Meanwhile, Sherman, having none but military duties to 
embaiTass him, was in Vicksburg on the 6th, and at once 
issued his orders to General A. J. Smith, who was to com- 
mand the corps detached up the Red river. On the 11th 
Smith was at the mouth of the River, where he met Por- 
ter, who had been there since the 2d, and had with him 
the following vessels : Essex, Commander Robert Town- 
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send ; Eastport, liieutenaiit-Commander S. L. Phelps ; Black 
Hawk, Lieutenant-Commander K. K. Breese ; Lafayette, 
Lieutenant-Commander J. P. Foster; Benton, Lieutenant- 
Commander J. A. Greer; Louisville, Lieutenant-Com- 
mander E. K. Owen; Carondelet, Lieutenant-Commander 
J. G. Mitchell ; Osage, Lieutenant-Commander T. O. Self- 
ridge ; Ouachita, Lieutenant-Commander Byron Wilson ; 
Lexington, Lieutenant G. M. Bache ; Chillicothe, Lieu- 
tenant S. P. Couthouy ; Pittsburg, Lieutenant W. B. Hoel ; 
Mound City, Lieutenant A. E. Langthome; Neosho, Lieu- 
tenant Samuel Howard ; Ozark, Lieutenant G. W. Browne ; 
Fort HJTKlTYi^n, Lieutenant John Pearce ; Cricket, Master H. 
H. Gorringe ; Gazelle, Master Charles Thatcher. 

Most of these vessels will be recognized as old acquaint- 
ances. The last three were light-draughts, the Cricket and 
Gazelle being but little over 200 tons. The Ouachita was a 
paddle-wheel steamer, carrying in broadside, on two decks, a 
numerous battery of howitzers, eighteen 24-pounders and 
sixteen 12-pounders (one of the latter being rifled); and 
besides these, five 30-poimder rifles as bow and stem guns. 
The Ozark, Osage, and Neosho, were ironclads of very light 
draught, having a single turret clad with 6-inch armor in 
which were mounted two Xl-inch guns. They were moved 
by stem paddle-wheels covered with an iron house, of f -inch 
plates, which was higher than the turret, and from a broad- 
side view looked like a gigantic beehive. The Essex diJ 
not go farther than the mouth of the river. 

Early on the morning of March 12th the gunboats started 
up, the transports following. There was just enough water 
to allow the larger boats to pass. The transports, with the 
Benton, Pittsburg, Louisville, Mound City, Carondelet, 
Chillicothe, Ouachita, Lexington, and Gazelle tumed ofl' 
into the Atchafalaya, the admiral accompanying this part of 
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his squadron; while Lieutenant-Oommander Phelps with 
the other vessels continued up the Bed Biver to remove ob- 
structions, which the enemy had planted across the stream 
eight miles below Fort de Russy. 

The army landed at Simmesport on the 13th, taking pos- 
session there of the camping-ground of the enemy, who re- 
treated on Fort de Bussy. The next day at daylight they 
were pursued, and Smith's corps, after a march of twenty- 
eight miles, in which it was delayed two hours to build a 
bridge, reached the fort in time to assault and take it before 
sundown. The Confederate General Walker had withdrawn 
the main body of his troops, leaving only 300 men, who 
could offer but slight resistance. Eight heavy guns and two 
field-pieces were taken. 

The detachment of vessels under Lieutenant-Commander 
Phelps were at first delayed by the difficulty of piloting the 
Lafayette and Choctaw, long vessels of heavy draft, through 
the narrow and crooked river. The 13th thus wore away 
slowly, and on the 14th they reached the obstructions. Two 
rows of piles had been driven across the channel, braced, 
and tied together ; immediately below them was a raft well 
secured to either bank and made of logs which did not float. 
Finally a great many trees had been cut and floated down 
upon the piles from above. The Fort Hindman removed a 
portion of the raft, and then the Eastport got to work on the 
piles, dragging out some and starting others by ramming. 
By four o'clock in the afternoon a large enough gap had 
been made, and the Eastport, followed by the Hindman, 
Oiage, and Cricket, hastened up the river. Bapid artillery 
firing was heard as they drew near the works, but being ig- 
norant of the position of the Union troops, few shots were 
fired for fear of injuring them. The slight engagement was 
ended by tho siu-render, a few moments after the boats came 
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np. An order from the admiral to push on at once to Alex- 
andria was delayed five hours in transmission. When it was 
received, the fastest vessels, the Ouachita and Lexington, 
were sent on, followed by the Eastport, but got there just as 
the last of the Confederate transpoi*ts passed over the Falls. 
One of them grounded and was burnt. 

These advance vessels reached Alexandria on the evening 
of the 15th, the admiral with the rest on the 16th ; at which 
time there had also come up from 7,000 to 8,000 of Smith's 
corps, the remainder being left at Fort de Eussy. 

Alexandria was the highest point reached by the fleet the 
May before. Shreveport, the object of the present expedi- 
tion, is three hundred and forty miles farther up the Red 
Eiver. It was the principal ddpot of the Confederates west 
of the Mississippi, had some machine-shops and dockyards, 
and was fortified by a line of works of from two to three 
miles radius, commanding the opposite bank. Between the 
two places the river, which gets its name from the color of 
its water, flows through a fertile and populous country, the 
banks in many places being high, following in a veiy crooked 
channel a general southeasterly direction. In this poi-tion 
of its course it has a width of seven hundred to eight hun- 
dred feet, and at low water a depth of four feet. The slope 
from Shreveport to Alexandria at high water is a little over 
a hundred feet, but immediately above the latter place 
there are two small rapids, called the Falls of Alexandria, 
which interrupt navigation when the water is low. The an- 
nual: rise begins in the early winter, and from December to 
June the river is in fair boating condition for its usual traf- 
fic ; but water enough for the gunboats and transports to 
pass the Falls could not be expected before the spring rise 
in March. The river, however, can never be confidently 
trusted. For twenty years before 1864 it had only once failed 
III.— 9 
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to rise, in 1855 ; but this year it was exceptionally backward, 
and so caused much embarrassment to the fleet. 

General Banks came in on the 26th of March and the last 
of Franklin's corps on the 28th. Smith's command was then 
moved on to Bayou Bapides, twenty-one miles above Alexan« 
dria. The slow rise of the river was still detaining the ves* 
sels. There was water enough for the lighter draughts, but, 
as the enemy was reported to have some ironclad vessels not 
far above, the Admiral was unwilling to let them go up until 
one of the heavier gunboats had passed. The Eastport was 
therefore sent up first, being delayed two or three days on 
the rocks of the rapids, and at last hauled over by main 
force. She at once passed ahead of Smith's corps. The 
Mound City, Carondelet, Pittsburg, Louisville, ChiUicothe, 
Ozark, Osage, Neosho, Lexington, and Hindman also went 
above the Falls, as did some thirty transports. At this time 
the Marine Brigade, which was now imder the army and 
formed part of Smith's command, was summoned back to 
Vicksburg, taking 3,000 men from the expedition. The river 
continuing to rise slowly, it was thought best to keep two 
lines of transports, one above and one below the Falls, and 
to transship stores around them. This made it necessary to 
establish a garrison at Alexandiia, which further reduced the 
force for the field. 

Banks's own army marched by land to Natchitoches, eighty 
miles distant, arriving there on the 2d and 3d of April ; bub 
Smith's command went forward on transports convoyed by 
the gunboats and reached Grand Ecore, four miles from 
Natchitoches, on the 3d. Here it landed, except one division 
of 2,000 men under General T. Kilby Smith, who took 
charge of the transports, now numbering twenty-six, many of 
them large boats. These Smith was directed to take to the 
mouth of Loggy Bayou, opposite Springfield, where it was 
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expected be would agiiiii communicBtQ nith the anuy. So 
far tie water bad baon good, the boats baying a, font to spare ; 
bnt as the river was riaiug very slowly, the admiral would 
not take liis heavy boats aoy higher. Leaving Lieutenaut- 
ConLmuidQC Pbelps in command at Grand Eeore, with in- 
Etractious to watch the water carefully and not be caught 
above a certain bar, a. mile lower down. Porter weat ahead 
with the Cricket, Hindman, Lexington, Oeage, Neosho, 
Chillicothe, and the transports, on the 7th of April. 

The atmy marched out on the Ctb and 7th, directed upon 
Mansfield. The way led through a thickly wooded coimtiy 
by a single road, whicb was in many placea too narrow to ad- 
mit of two wagons passing. On the night of the 7th Banks 
reached Pleasant Hill, where Praaklin then was j the eavahy 
division, numbering 3,300 mounted infantry, being eight 
miles in advance, Smith's command fifteen miles in the rear. 
The next day the advance was resumed, and, at about fifteen 
miles from Pleasant Hill, the cavalry, which had been re- 
inforced by a brigade of infantry, became he-avily engaged 
with a force largely outnumbering it. After being puslied 
baok some Httle distance, this advanced corps iinaUy gave 
way in confusion. Banks had now been some time on the 
field. At 4.1u P.M. Franklin came up, and, seeing how the 
ttfliir was going, sent word bach to General Emory of his 
corps, to foiTii line of battle at a place he named, two miles 
in the tear. The enemy came on rapidly, and aa the cavalry 
train of one hundred and fifty wagons and some eighteen or 
twenty pieces of artillery were close in rear of the discomfited 
troops, it was not possible, in the narrow road, to turn and 
Bare them. Emory, advancing rapidly in accordance with 
his orders, met flying down the road a crowd of disorgan- 
ized cavalry, wagons, ambulances, and loose animals, through 
which hia division had to force its way, usiug violence to do 
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BO. As the enemy's biillets began to drop nmonR them, ti 
division reached a suitable position for deploying, railed 1 
Banks Pleasant Grove, three miles in rear of the first a' 
Hero the line was formed, and the enemj, seeminglj not 
esjtecting to meet any opposition, were received when within 
a hundred yards by a vifjorous fire, before whiuh they gave 
way in about fifteen minutes. £y this time it was dark, oiul 
toward midnight the command foil back to Pleasant Hiflt^ 
where it was joined by A. J. Smith's corps. ■ 

The following day, at 5 p.m., the enemy again attacked at ' 
Pleasant Hill, but were repulsed so decidedly that the result 
was considered a victory by the Uuion forces, and by tha 
Contedemtes themselves a serious check ; but for Tariotu 
reasons Banks thought best to fall back again Ui QxaaAm 
Ecore. The retreat was continued that night, and o 
night of the 11th the ai'my reached Grand Ecore, where it 'I 
thi-ew up intrench meats and remained ten days. As yet 
there was no intention of retreating farther. 

Meanwhile the navy and transports had pressed hopeful^ 
up the river. The navigation was very bad, the river crookecl. J 
&nd uan'ow, the water low and beginning to fall, the l)ottot$>l 
fnll of snngs and stumps, and the sides bristling with cypren i 
logs and shai-p, hard timboTB. Still, the distance, one hiindreil 
and ten miles, was nuule in the timo appointed, and Sjiring- 
Held Landing reached on the afternoon of the 10th. Here 
the enemy Lad sunk a largs s'.eamer across the channel, her 
Ijow res'ing on one shore and her stem on the other, while 
the body amidships was broken down by a quantity of bricks 
and mnil loaded ujmn her. Porter and Kilby Smith were 
consulting how to get rid of this obstacle, when they beard 
of the disaster and retrpftt o( the army. Smith was ordered 
by Banks to retnm, and there wan no reason for Porter to do 
■otherwise. The following day they fell back to Conahattee 
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Clmtc, and the enemy began tlie liorassment which thej 
kept up throughout the descent to, aud even lielow, Aleian- 
diia. The first day, howevor, the admiral was able to keep 
tliem for tlie most |>ait in check, though from the high banks 
tUey could fire down on the decks almost with inipiinity. The 
main body of the enemy was on the southern bank, but on 
the north there was also a force undeJ* a General Ijiddell, 
numbering, with Harrison's cavaliy, perhaps 2,600 men. 

On the 12th a severe and aingular fight took place. At 
four in the nCtemoon the Hastings, transport, on which Kilby 
Smith watt, luiving disabled her wheel, hod mn into the right 
bank for repairs. At the same moment the Alic^ Vivian, a 
heavy transport, with four hundred cavalry horaeH, was 
aground in the middle of the etreani ; as was the gunboat 
Osage, Lieutenant-Commander Selfridge. Two other tmns- 
porta were alongside the Vivian, and a third alongside the 
OsE^^ trying to move then). Another transport, called the 
Bob Boy, having on her deekn four siege guns, had just 
come down and was near the Osage, The Lexington, gon- 
boat, Iiieutenant Bache, "was neai* the northern shoiv, but 
afloat. The vessels being thus situated, a sudden attack 
irse made from the right bank by 2,000 of the enemy's 
infantry and fow field pieces. The gunboats, the Bob Boy 
with her ei^e guns, and two field pieces on the other tiwiB- 
ports all replied, the Hastings, of course, casting off from 
hei dangerous neighborhood. • This curious contest lasted 
for nearly two hours, the Confederate sharpshooters shelter- 
ing themselves behind the trees, the soldiers on board the 
toanaportB behind bales of liay. There eonld be but one 
issue to so ill -considered an attack, and the enemy, after 
losing 700 men, were driven oS'; their conmaander. General 
Thomas Green, a Texan, being among the slain. The large 
loss is accounted tor by the fact that besides the two 
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thonnand wtnallT engaged tbere were five thousand mora 
aome distance back, who shared in tlie piiniBhment. 

The fnllowing daj on a.ttnck was made trom tlie tmrth 
bask, bnt no more from tlie south before reBPhing Grand 
Ecore on the 14lh and 1 5tb. The admiral himHelf , being conn 
cemed (or the safety of Lis heavy vessels in tlie falling ri- 
hurried there on the 13th, and on his arrival reported 
condition of things above to BardiH, who sent out a force tftf- 
clear the bauka of guerillas as far aa where the transports 
lay. Lieutenant-Commander Pheliia had abeady moved alt 
the veeHels below the bar at Grand Ecore, but bad recalled 
(our to cover the army when it returned. The admiral now 
sent them all below to move slowly toward Alesandria. TTia 
position was one of great perplexity. The river ought to 
be rising, but was actually falling; there waa danger i( he 
delayed that he might lose some of the boats, bnt on the 
other hand he (olt it would be a stain upon the navy to 
look too closely to its own safety, and it was still possible 
that the river might take a favorable turn. He had decided 
to keep four of the light-draughts above the bar till the very 
last moment, remaining with them himself, when he received 
iiL>ws that the Eastport had been sunk by a torjiedo eight 
miles below. The accident hBpj)ened on the 15th, the vessel 
having been previously detained ou the bar nearly twenty- 
tour hours. The admiral left Lieutenant-Oomtnauder Self- 
ridge in charge at Grand Ecore and at once went to the 
scene, where he found the Eastport in shcial water but sunk 
to her gun-deck, the water on oae aide being over it. The 
Lexington and a towboat were alongside helping to pomp 
her out. Giving orders that ahe should be lightened, he 
kept on down to Alexandria to start two pnmp-boats up to 
her and to look after tlie affairs of the squadron both along 
the Red River and in the Mississippi. On his letum. 
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days later, he found her with her battery and ammunition 
out and the pump-boats alongside. By this time it was 
known that the army would not advance again, and that 
Banks was anxious to get back to Alexandiia. The officers 
cmd crew of the Eastport worked night and day to relieve 
her, and on the 21st she was again afloat, with iu*es started, 
but as yet they had not been able to come at the leak. That 
day she made twenty miles, but at night grounded on a bar, 
to get over which took all the 22d. Four or five miles 
farther down she again grounded, and another day was spent 
in getting her oflf. Two or three times more she was gotten 
clear and made a few more miles down the river by dint of 
extreme eflPort ; but at last, on the 26th, she grounded on 
some logs fifty miles below the scene of the accident, in a 
position evidently hox)eless. 

Selfridge's division of light ironclads had been compelled 
by the falling water to drop below the bar at Grand Ecore, 
and, as they were there of no further use to the army, 
had continued down to Alexandria, except the Hindman, 
which was kept by the Eastport. On the 22d the army 
evacuated Grand Ecore and marched for Alexandria. On 
this retreat the advance and rear-guard had constant skir- 
mishing with .the enemy. At Cane River the Confederates 
had taken position to dispute the crossing, and the advance 
had a serious fight to drive them off. The rear-guard also 
had one or two quite sharp encounters, but the army reached 
Alexandria without serious loss on the 26th. 

The Eastport and Fort Hindman were now in a very seri- 
ous position, aground in a hostile river, their own army sixty 
miles away, and between it and them the enemy lining the 
banks of the river. The admiral, having seen the rest of his 
fleet in safety, returned to the crippled boat, taking with 
him only two tinclads, the Cricket and Juliet ; but the Osage 
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and Neosho were ordered to moye up forty miles, near the 
month of Cane Biver, so as to be in readiness to render as- 
sistance. On the 26th, the commander of the Eastport, 
whose calmness and hopefulness had won the admirars ad- 
mii-ation and led him to linger longer than was perhaps pru- 
dent, in the attempt to save the yessel, was obliged to admit 
that there was no hope. The riyer was falling steadily, the 
pilots said there was already too little water for her draught on 
the bars below, and the crew were worn out with six days of 
incessant labor. The attempt was made to remove her plat- 
ing, but it was not possible to do so soon enough. Orders 
were therefore given to transfer the ship's company to the 
Fort Hindman, whose captain. Lieutenant Pearce, had 
worked like her own to save her, and to blow the Eastport 
up. Eight barrels of powder were placed under her forward 
casemate, a like number in the stem, and others about the 
machineiy, trains were laid fore and aft, and at 1.45 p.m. 
Phelps himself lit the match and left the vessel. He had 
barely time to reach the Hindman before the explosions took 
place in rapid succession ; then the flames burst out and the 
vessel was soon consumed. 

ft 

The three remaining gunboats and the two pump-boats 
now began a hazardous retreat down the river. Just as the 
preparations for blowing up the Eastport were completed, a 
rush was made by twelve hundred men from the right bank 
to board the Cricket, which was tied up. Her captain, Gk>r- 
ringe, backed clear, and opening upon them with grape and 
canister, supported by a cross fire from the other boats, the 
attack was quickly repelled. They were not again molested 
until they had gone twenty miles farther, to about five miles 
above the mouth of Cane Eiver. Here they came in sight of 
a party of the enemy, with eighteen pieces of artillery, drawn 
up on the right bank. At this time the Cricket was leading 
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with tlio ftJijaii'al'B flag ; the Juliot following, inslied to one 
ptimp-boat ; the Hindman in the rear. The Cricket opened 
at once, and the enemj replied. Oorriiige sto^iped liis ves- 
sel, meaning to fight und corer those astei-n, but the Bidiniral 
directed liini to move ahead. Before bL-odway wae guined 
the enemy was ponriiig in a pelting ehower of shot and tihell, 
the two broadside guns' crews were swept away, one gau 
disabled, and at the sajne instant the chjef cngiueer was 
killed, and all but one of the men in the fire-room w*onnded. 
Ja these brief moments the Juliet was also disabled by a 
shot in her machinery, the rudder of the pump-boat lashed to 
Ler was struck, and the boiler of the other van exploded. 
Tlhe captain of tbe latter, with almost the entire ship's com- 
pany, numbering two hundred,' were scalded to death, while 
the boat, enveloped in steam, drifted down and lodged against 
the bank under the enemy's balteiy, remaining in their power. 
The pilot of the boat towing the Juliet abandoned the wheel- 
honae — as act iiti]iaralleled among a class of men whose 
Bteadineus and devotion under the e\)K>sure of their calling 
elicited the highest praise from Porter and others ; the crew 
also tried to cut the hawsei-s, but were stopped bj Watson, 
the captain of the gunboat. A junior pilot named Maitlond, 
with great bravery and presence of mind, jumped to the 
wheel and headed the two boats up river. This contusion in. 
the centre of the line prevented the Hindman from covering 
the admiral as Fhelps wished, but he now got below tbe 
Juliet and engaged the enemy till she was out of range. 
Meanwhile the admiral had found the pilot of the Cricket to 
be among thewnunded, and taking charge of the vessel him- 
self, ran by the battery under the heaviest fire ° he over ex- 



202 



THR OUT,F AND ISLAND WATERS. 



peripQceil. When belmr he turned and engaged the bat- 
teries in the rear, but seeing that the Hindman aod tha i 
others were not coining by be oontinned down to the poiui 
vhere he expected to nieet the Oeage and Neosho. 

In this truly desperate fight the Cricket, a little boat of 
one hundrfid and fifty-six tons, was struck thirty-eight times 
in live minutes, and lust 25 killed and wonnded, half her 
crew. Boon after passing below she ran agraiincl and re- 
mained fast tor three hours, so that it was dark when aha 
reached the Osage, lying opposite another battery of the en- 
emy, which she had been engaging during the day. 

Daring that night the TesselH stil! above were busy repair- 
ing damages and getting ready for the perils of the next day. 
Fearing the enemy might obstruct the channel by sinking 
the captured ptini)i-baat across it, a shell was fired at her 
from time to time. The repairs were made before noon, bnt 
the Juliet being still crippled, the Hindman took her along- 
side, and KO headed down for the batteries. Before goinjf 
far the Juliet struck a snag, which made it necessary to go 
l«ok and atop the leak. Then they started again, the re- 
maining pump-boat following. When within five hundred 
yards the enemy opened a well-sustained fire, and a shot 
passed tlirongh the pilot-house of the Hindman, cutting tha 
wheel-ropes. This made the vessel unmanageable, and the 
two falling off broadside to the stream drifted down nnder 
fire, striking now one shore and now the other but happily 
going clear. The guns imder these oircumstwioes could not 
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be used very effectively, and the pump-boat Buffered the 
more from the enemy's fire. M&itland was still piloting her, 
and when nearly opposite the batteries he was wounded in 
both legs b; a shell. He dropped on his knees, nnable to 
handle the wheel, and the boat ran into the hank on the 
enemy's side. Another shell stmek the pilot-house, wounding 
hin) Kgaiii in several places, and a third cut away a bell-rope 
and the speaking-tnbe. Rallying a little, Maitland now got 
bold of and rang another bell and had the boat backed acrosa 
the river. The crew attempted to escape, but were aU taken 
prisoners, the captain and one other having been killeil. In 
the two days encounters the Juliet was hit nearly as often as 
(he Cricket and lost 15 killed aod wounded ; the Hindman, 
though repeatedly stmek and much cut uji, only 3 killed 
and 5 wounded. The fire of the enemy's sbarpsbooters was 
very annoying for some miles farther down, but twelve miles 
below the batteries they met the Neosho going up to their 
BssiHtance. 

The main interest of tlie retreat of the squadron centres in 
the Eastport and her jihicky little consorts, but the other 
vesaels had had their own troubles in getting down the river. 
The obstacles to bo overcome are described as enough to 
appal the stoutest heart by the admiral, who certainly was 
not a mtui of faint heart. Oima had to be removed and tho 
vesBels jumped over sand-bars and logs, but the squadron 
arrived in time to prevent any attack on the reserve stores 
before the main body of the army came np. 

At AlesEindria the worst of their troubles awaited theiu, 
threatening to make all that had yet been done vain. The 
river, which ordinarily remains high till June, had not only 
foiled to reach its usual height but had eo fallen that they 
could not pass the rapids. General W. T. Sherman, who had 
lived at Alexandria before the wai', thought twelve I 
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necessary before going up, a depth usually found from March 
to June. At the very leaot seven were needed by the gun- 
boats to go down, and on the 30th of April of this year there 
were actually only three feet four inches. The danger was 
the greatest that had yet befallen the fleet, and seemingly 
hopeless. A year before, in the Yazoo bayous, the position 
had been most critical, but there the peril came from the 
hand of man and was met and repelled by other men. Here 
Nature herself had turned against them, forsaking her usual 
course to do them harm. Ten gunboats and two tugs were 
thus imprisoned in a country soon to pass into the enemy's 
hands by the retreat of the army. 

Desperate as the case seemed, relief came. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Joseph Bailey, of the Fourth Wisconsin Volunteers, 
was at this time acting as Chief Engineer of the Nineteenth 
Army Corps, General Franklin's. He was a man who had had 
much experience on the watercourses of the Northwestern 
country, and had learned to use dams to overcome obsta- 
cles arising from shallow water in variable streams. The 
year before he had applied tliis knowledge to free two trans- 
port steamers, which had been taken when Port Hudson fell, 
from their confinement in Thompson's Creek, where the 
falling water had left them sunk in the sand. As the* 
army fell back, and during its stay at Grand Ecore, he had 
heard rumors about the scant water at the Falls, and the 
thought had taken hold of his mind that he might now 
build a dam on a greater scale and to a more vital purpose 
than ever before. 

His idea, first broached to General Franklin, was through 
him conveyed to Banks and Porter, and generally through 
the army. Franklin, himself an engineer, thought well of it, 
and so did some others ; but most doubted, and many jeered. 
The enemy themselves, when they became aware of it, 
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laughe<l, And their pickets and prisnn^ra (dike cried sooff- 
JDgly, " How abont tfant dam ? " Bnt Bailer had the ttjth 
that, moves moiuttAiiu, and lie ims moreover happy in And- 
ing at his handn the fittest tools for the work. Amnng th« 
troops in the tar Soatliwest were two or three regimeuts from 
Maine, the Dortheaat«mmont of all tite Slalea. These had 
been woodmen oiid Inmljermen from their youth, amniig 
their native forests, and n regiment of them now turned 
trained and willing: OTms upon tlie tn'eat trees on the north 
eliore of the Be<l River ; and there were many others who, on 
a amaller Ecole and in different scenes, had eijicrieuce in the 
kind of work now to be done. Time was preaaing, and from 
two to three thoiinaud men were at onne set to work on the 
Ist of May. The FaUs are about a mile in length, filled with 
rugged rocks which, at this low nnter, were bare or nefirly 
BO, the water mabing down around, or over, them with great 
swiftness. At the point below, where the dam waa to be 
built, the river is 758 feet wide, and the current waa then be- 
tween nine and ten miles an hour. From the north bank 
waa biiilt what was called the " tree dam," formed of large 
trees laid with the current, the branches interlocking, the 
trunks down stream and cross-tied with heavy timber ; ni>on 
this was thrown brush, brick, and stone, and the weight of 
wftter as it rose bound the fabric more closely down ii)K)n 
tlie bottom of the river. From the other bank, where the 
bottom was more stony and trees leas plenty, great cribs 
were pushed out, sunk and filled with stone and brick 
— the stone brought down the river in flat-boats, the bricks 
obtained by pulling down deserted brick buildings. On 
this side, a mile nway, waa a laiKo sugar-house; tliia 
was torn down and the whole buUiUiig, machinery, ou'* 
kettles went to ballast the dam. Between the raiim 
the tree dam a length of 150 feet was filled by four 
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oottl barges, loaded with brick nnd sunk. This great « 
was completMl in eight working dsjs, and ( 
eighth, three of the lighter vessels, the Usage, Neosbo, i 
Fort HindmBn, were able to pass the upp^r falls and « 
just above the dam for the chance to pass ; bat the heavii 
vesnele had yet to delay for a further rise. In the a 
tlie vessels were being lightened by their crews. Nearly at 
the gaiis, ammunition, provisiaOB, chain uables, anchors, a; 
everything that could affect the draught, were taken out a 
hauled round in wagons below the falls. Ths iron plating ] 
was taken off the Ozark, and the aides of onr old friends the 
Eads gunboats, the four snrviTors of which were hero, as 
ever where danger was. This iron, for want of wagons, could 
not be hauled round, so the boats ran up the river and 
dumped it overboard in a five-fathom hole, where the shifting 
eand would soon swallow it up. Iron plating was then too 
scarce and valuable to the Confederates to let it fall into tl 
hands. Eleven old 32-poundera were also burst and si 

The dam was finished, the water rising, and three I 
below, when, between 7 and 10 a.m. of the 9th, the pressure 
become so great as to sweep away two of the bargoa in mid- 
stream and the pent-up water poured through. Admiral 
Porter rode round to the upper falls and ordered the ] 
ington to pass thent at once and try to go through the d 
without a stop. Her steam was ready and she went ahea 
passing scantly over the rapids, the water falling aU 1 
time ; then she steered straight for the opening, where the 
furious rnshiug of the waters seemed to threaten her with 
destruction. She entered the gap, which was but 66 feet 
wide, with a full head of steam, pitched down the roaring 
ton'ent, made two or three heavy rolls, hung tor a moment 
on the rocks below, and then, sweeping into deep water with. ., 
the current, rounded to at the bank, safe. One great c 
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rose frolic the throats of the thonsands lookiog on, who had 
before been hushed into pamfol silence, awaiting the issue 
with beating hearts. The Neosho followed, but stopping her 
engine as she drew near the opening, wan carried helplessly 
through ; lor a moment her low hull disappeared in the 
water, bnt she eGcaped with a hole in her bottom, which was 
soon repaired. The Eindiuan and Osage came through 
without touching. 

The work on the dam had been done almost wholly hy the 
soldiens, who had worked both daj and night, often up to 
their waists and even to thoir necks in the water, showing 
throughout the utmost cheerfulness and good humor. The 
partial succoss, that followed the first disappointment of the 
break, was enough to make such men again go to work with 
good will. Bailey decided not to tiy again, with his limited 
time and materials, to sustain the whole weight of water 
with one dam ; and so, leaving the gap untouched, went on 
to build two wing-dama on the upper falls. Theae, extend- 
ing from either shore toward tlie middle of the river and 
inclining slightly down stream, took part of the weight, 
causing a rise of 1 foot 2 inches, and shed the water from 
either side into the channel between them. Three days 
were needed to build these, one a crib- and the other a tree- 
dam, and a bracket-dam a little lower down' to help guide 
the current. The rise due to the main dam when breached 
was 5 feet H inches, so that the entire gain in depth by this 
admirable engineering work was 6 feet 6j inches. On the 
11th the Mound City, Carondelet, and Pittsburg camo ovor 
the upper falls, but with trouble, the channel being rery 
crooked and scarcely wide enough. The nest day the re- 
maining boats, OZiftrk, Louisville, and Chillicothe, with the 
two tngB, also came down to the upper dam, and during that 
and the following day they all passed through the gap, with 
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hatches cloBeiy naikd liown and overy prewiution token 
against acciiient. No miahnp befell them beyond the nn- 
Khipping of radders, and tlie Ions of one man swept from the 
deck of B tug. The two barges which hud been (.'Biried out 
at the first bi-eak of the dam stuck just below and at right 
angles to it, and there staid tliroughont, affuiding an ex- 
cellent cushion on the left side of the shoot. What bad 
been a calamity proved thus a benefit. The boats having 
taken on board their guns and stores as [ast as thej cams 
below, that work was completed, even by the last comers, on 
the 13Ui, and all then steamed down the river with the trans- 
ports in company. The water had become very low in the 
lower part, but providentially a rise of the Misaiasippi sent 
ap so mach back-water that no stopiioge happened. 

For the valuable services rendered to the fleet in this hour 
of great danger, Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey was promoted to 
the rank of brigadier-general and received the thanks of 
Ctmgress. The stone cribs of the dam have long since been 
■wept away, but the tree-dam has remained until this day, 
doubtless acquiring new strength from year to year by the 
mtahing of the river. Its position has forced the channel 
over to the sooth shore, encroaching seriously upon the 
solid land, eBi>ecially when the water is high. A very large 
part of the front of Alexandria, at the upper suburb, has 
thus been washed away, and the caving etill continues, 

'While the fleet and army were at Alexandria, the enemy 
had passed round the city and appeared on the banks below, 
whers they made the passage of. light steamers very danger- 
ous. Two light-draught gunboats, the Covington and Signal, 
were thus lost to the service. They had gone down convoy- 
ing a tiansixirt called the Warner. The Warner was put in 
advance, the gunboats following in line ahead. The enemy 
began with liea\'y musketiy and two field pieces, by which 
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the Warneir'a rudderB were dinabled ; she continued oa 4 1 
Bhort distance till s bend was reached, and here, being a 
able to make the turn, she went ashore, blocking also i 
chaunel to the two armed Teasels. A. heavy force of infantry 
with artillerr now opened on the three, the giinboirts Feplj'- 
ing tor three hours, when the Warner Loisted a white flag. 
Lieutenant Lord of the Covington still kept np Lis lire and 
sent to bnm the transjiort; but leai-ning from the colonel in. _ 
charge that tliere were nearly 12r> killed and wonnded < 
bo&rd he desisted. Boon after tliin the Signal was disabled. I 
The Covington then ronnded to and took the others in tow J 
np Btretun, bnt her own rudders were disabled and the Signat-J 
went adrift. The latter then anehored, and the Covingtoi 
nmning to tho left bank tied up with her head np stream-' I 
In tliis position the action was continued with the enemj, ■ 
reinforced now by the first liattery whicji liad been broughfr ■ 
down, till the nteam-drrmi was penetrated and a shot e 
tering the boiiei-s let out all the water ; the ammunition 
gave ont and several guna were disabled, one officer and sev- 
eral men being killed. Lonl set the Teasel on tire and e 
caped with the crew to the bonks. On mustering, 9 offi^ 
and 23 men were found out of a iww of 76. Most of thcM 
who reached the banks escaped through the woods to Alex' 
andi-ia. The Covington was riddled, having received soma 
fifty shot-B. Tlio disabled Signal was fought with equal ob- 
stinacy by her commander, iJeutenant Morgan, but after tLe 
deBtmction of the Covington was surrendered, not burned;:. i 
it being found impossible to remove the wonnded nnder tha'] 
fire of the enemy. 

The army marehed out of Alesandria on the litli toward 
Simmesport, which they reached on the 16th. Having no 
regular pontoon train, the Atchafalava, which is here abont 
six hundred yards wide, was crossed by a bridge of transpt 
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steamers moored side by side ; an idea of Colonel Bailey's. 
The crossing was made on the 20th, and on that same day 
General Banks was relieved by General Canby, who had been 
ordered to command the Department of the West Missis- 
sippi, with headquarters at New Orleans. A. J. Smith's corps 
embarked and went up the river, and the expedition was 
over. The disastrous ending and the lateness of the season 
made it impracticable to carry out Grant's previous plan of 
moving on Mobile with force sufficient to insure its capture. 
After the Red River expedition little is left to say, in a 
work of this scope, of the operations of the Mississippi 
Squadron during the rest of the war. Admiral Porter was 
relieved during the summer, leaving Captain Pennock in 
temporary charge. Acting Rear- Admiral S. P. Lee took the 
command on the 1st of November. The task and actions of 
the squadron were of the same general chai-acter as those 
described in Chapter VL Guerillas and light detached 
bodies of the enemy continued to hover on the banks of the 
Mississippi, "White, Arkansas, Tennessee, and Cumberland 
Rivers. The Red River was simply blockaded, not occu- 
pied, and much of the Yazoo Valley, having no present im- 
portance, had been abandoned to the enemy. The gunboats 
scattered throughout these waters were constantly patrolling 
and convoying, and often in action. The main operations 
of the army being now far east of the Mississippi, the work 
and exposure of the boats became greater. Masked bat- 
teries of field pieces were frequently sprung upon them, or 
upon unarmed steamers passing up and down; in either 
case the nearest gunboat must hasten and engage it. Weak 
isolated posts were suddenly attacked ; a gunboat, usually 
not far off, must go to the rescue. Reconnoissances into the 
enemy's country, as the Yazoo Valley, were to be made, or 
troops carried in transports from point to point ; gunboats 
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went along with their heavy yet manageable artillery, feeling 
doubtful places with their shells and clearing out batteries 
or sharpshooters when found. The service was not as easy as 
it sounds. It would be wrong to infer that their power was 
always and at once recognized. Often they were outnutn- 
bered in guns, and a chance shot in a boiler or awkward 
turn of a wheel, throwing the vessel aground, caused its loss. 
Even when victorious they were often hardly used. The 
limits of this book will permit the telling of but two or 
three stories. 

In the latter part of June, 1864, General Steele, command- 
ing the Union troops in Arkansas, wished to move some 
round in transports from DuvaPs Bluff on the White River 
to the Arkansas, hoping to reach Little Bock in this way. 
One attempt was made, but, the enemy being met in force 
on the Arkansas, the transports were turned back. Lieuten- 
ant Bache assured him that the trip could not be made, but 
as the General thought otherwise, he consented to try again 
and left the Bluff with a large convoy on the 24th, having 
with him of armed vessels the Tyler, his own, the Naumkeag 
and Fawn. The two latter were tinclads, the first an un- 
armored boat. When about twenty miles down, two men 
were picked up, part of the crew of the light-draught Queen 
City, which had been captured by the Confederates &ye 
hours before. It was then nine o'clock. Bache at once 
turned the transports back and went ahead fast himself ta 
take or destroy the lost boat before her guns could be re- 
moved. Before reacliing Clarendon two reports were 
heard, which came from the Queen City, blown up by the 
enemy when the others were known to be coming. The 
three boats formed line ahead, the Tyler leading, Naumkeag 
second, and Fawn third, their broadsides loaded with half- 
second shrapnel and canister. As they drew near, the enemy 
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"Opened with seven field pieces and some two thousand in- 
fantry and put one of their first shots through the pilot- 
house of the Tyler, the vessels being then able to reply 
only with an occasional shell from their bow guns. As they 
came nearly abreast they slowed down and steamed by, tir- 
ing their guns rapidly. When under the batteries the Fawn 
received a shot through her pilot-house, killing the pilot 
and carrying amy the beU gear, at the same time ringing 
the engine-room bell, causing the engineers to stop the boat 
under fire. Some little delay ensued in fixing the bells, the 
paymaster took the wheel, and the Fawn, having another shot 
in the pilot-house, passed on. As soon as the Tyler and 
Naumkeag were below they turned and steamed up again, 
delivering a deliberate fire as they passed, in the midst of 
which the enemy ran oflf, leaving behind them most of their 
captures, including a light gun taken from the Queen City. 
The boats were struck twenty-five times, and lost 3 killed 
and 15 wounded. The Queen City had been taken by sur- 
prise, and her engines disabled at the first fire. She lost 2 
killed and 8 wounded, including her commander ; and, while 
many of her crew escaped to the opposite bank, many were 
taken prisoners. 

The main course of the war in the West having now drifted 
away from the Mississippi Valley to the region south and 
southeast of Nashville, embracing Southern and Eastern Ten- 
nessee and the northern parts of Georgia, Alabama, and 
Mississippi, the convoy and gunboat service on the Tennes- 
see and Cumberland assumed new importance. An eleventh 
division was formed on the upper waters of the Tennessee, 
above Muscle Shoals, under the command of Lieutenant 
Moreau Forrest; Lieutenant-Commander Shirk had the 
lower river, and Fitch still controlled the Cumberland. 
When Hood, after the fall of Atlanta, began his movement 



214 THE GULP AND INLAND WATERS. 

toward Tennessee in the latter part of October, General 
Forrest, the active (confederate caralry leader, who had been 
stationed at Oorinth with his ontposts at Eastport and on the 
Tennessee Biver, moved north along the west bank, and with 
seventeen regiments of cavalry and nine pieces of aitiUeiy 
appeared on the 28th before Fort Heimaa, an earthwork 
about seventy-five miles from Fadnoah. Here he captured 
two transports and a light-draught called the Undine. On 
the 2d of November he had established batteries on the 
west bank both above and below Johnsonville, one of the 
Union army's bases of supplies and a railway terminus, thus 
blockading the water approach and isolating there eight trans- 
ports, with barges, and three light-draughts, the Key West, 
Elfin, and Tawah. Nevertheless, the three boats went down 
and engaged the lower batteiy, and though they found it too 
strong for them they retook one of the transports. Mean- 
time Shirk had telegraphed the Admiral and Fitch, and the 
latter came to his assistance with three of the Cumberland 
River light-draughts. Going on up the Tennessee Fitch 
picked up three other light-draughts, and on the morning of 
the 4th approached the lower battery from below. Lieutenant 
King, the senior officer above, coming down at the same 
time. The enemy then set fire to the Undine, but the 
channel was so narrow and intricate that Fitch did not feel 
justified in attempting to take his boats up, and King was 
not able to run by. Fitch, whose judgment and courage 
were well proved, said that the three blocked gunboats wei*e 
fought desperately and well handled, but that they could 
not meet successfully the heavy rifled batteries then opposed 
to them in such a channel. All three were repeatedly 
struck and had several of their guns disabled. They then 
retired to the fort, where the enemy opened on them in the 
afternoon with a battery on the opposite shore. After firing 
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tLvmy nearly all their ammanition, and being further dis. 
abled, Lieutenant King, fearing that they might fall into the 
enemy's hands, burnt them with the transports. The place 
was relieved by General Schofleld twenty-four hours later, so 
that if King had patiently held on a little longer his pluck 
and skill would have been rewarded by saving his vessels. 
At about the same time, October 28th, General Granger 
being closely pressed in Decatur, Alabama, above the Muscle 
Shoals, the light-draught General Thomas, of the Eleventh 
Division, under the command of Acting-Master Gilbert Mor- 
ton, at great risk got up in time to render valuable service 
in repelling the attack. 

The Union forces continued to fall back upon Nashville 
before the advance of Hood, who a^jpeared before the city 
on the 2d of December, and by the 4th had established his 
lines round the south side. His left wing struck the river 
at a point four miles below by land, -but eighteen by the 
stream, where they captured two steamers and established a 
battery. Fitch, receiving word of this at 9 p.m., at once 
•went down with the Carondelet and foui* light-draughts to 
attack them. The boats moved quietly, showing no lights, 
the Carondelet and Fairplay being ordered to run below, 
giving the enemy grape and canister as they passed in front, 
and then to round to and continue the fight up stream. 
Fitch intending to remain above with the other boats. The 
Carondelet began firing when midway between the upper 
and lower batteries, and the enemy replied at once with 
heavy musketry along the whole line and with his field 
pieces. The river at this place is but eighty yards wide, but 
the enemy, though keeping up a hot fire, fortunately aimed 
high, and the boats escaped without loss in an action lasting 
eighty minutes. The two steamers were retaken and the 
€nemy removed their batteries; but they were shortly re- 
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established. On the 6th Fitoh agun engaged them with the 
Neosho and Garondelet, desiring to pass a convoy below,, 
but the position was so well choeen, behind spars of hilla 
and at a good height above the river, that only one boat 
could engage them at one time and then conld not elevate 
her guns to reach the top withont throwing over the enemy. 
The Neosho remained under a heavy fire, at thirty yards dis- 
tance, for two and a half hours, being struck over a hundred 
times and having everything perishable on decks demol- 
ished ; but the enemy could not be driven away. The river 
being thus blockaded the only open communication for the 
city was the Louisville Railroad, and during the rest of the 
time the gunboats, patrolling the Cumberland above and 
below, prevented the enemy's cavalry from crossing and cut- 
ting it. 

When Thomas made his attack of the 15th, which resulted 
in the entire defeat. and disorganization of Hood's army, 
Fitch, at his wish, went down and engaged the attention of 
the batteries below until a force of cavalry detached for that 
si)ecial purpose came down ux)on their rear. These guns 
were taken and the flotilla then dropped down to the scene 
of its previous fights and engaged till dark such batteries as 
it could see. The routed and disorganized army of the 
enemy were pressed as closely as the roads allowed down to 
the Tennessee, where Lieutenant FoiTest of the Eleventh 
District aided in cutting off stragglers. Admiral Lee, who 
was at once notified, pressed up the river with gunboats and 
supply steamers as far as the shoals ; but the low state of the 
river prevented his crossing them. The destruction of boats 
and flats along the river, however, did much to prevent 
stmgglers from crossing and rejoining their army. 

This was the last of the very important services of the 
Mississippi Squadron. Five months later, in June, 1865, its 
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officers received the snrrender of a small naval foi*ce still 
held by the Confederates in the Bed Biver. Onr old friend, 
the ram Webb, which had heretofore escaped capture, ran 
out of the Bed Biver in April with a load of cotton and 
made a bold dash for the sea. She succeeded in getting by 
several vessels before suspected, and even passed New Or- 
leans ; but the telegraph was faster than she, and before 
reaching the forts she was headed off bv the Bichmond, run 
ashore, and burned. On the 14th of August, 1865, Admiral 
Lee was relieved and the Mississippi Squadron, as an organi- 
zation, ceased to be. The vessels whose careers we have 
followed, and whose names have become familiar, were 
gradually sold, and, like most of their officers, returned to 

peacefal life. 

III.— 10 



CHAPTER Vm. 

MOBILE. 

Admiral Fabbaout resumed the command of his squadron 
ou January 18th, 1864. His wish was to attack at once the 
defences of Mobile before the Confederates had finished the 
ii'onclads they were building ; but troops were needed for 
the reduction of the forts, and the Bed Biver expedition had 
diverted those that might have been available. 
. The city of Mobile is thirty miles from the Gulf, at the 
head of a great bay of the same name. The width of the 
bay varies from fifteen miles at the lower end to six at the 
upper ; the depth throughout the greater part is from twelve 
to fourteen feet, shelving gently near the shores, but at the 
lower end there is a deep hole extending from the mouth 
north-northwest for six miles, with an average width of two 
and a half. In this the depth is from twenty to twenty-four 
feet. The principal entrance is from the Gulf direct, be- 
tween Mobile Point, a long low projection from the main- 
land, on the east, and Dauphin Island on the west, the latter 
being one of the chain which bounds Mississippi Sound. 
The distance between these points is nearly three miles, 
but from Dauphin Island a bank of hard sand makes out 
under water both east and south, defining one side of the 
main ship channel, v/hich closely skirts Mobile Point, and 
naiTowing it to a little less than two thousand yards. Near 
the southeast point of this bank there rise two small islands, 
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called Sand Islands, distant three miles from Mobile Point. 
The channel on the other side is bounded by a similar sand 
bank ronning seaward from the Point, the two approaching 
80 that at Sand Islands they are not more than seven hundred 
and fifty yards apart. Vessels of very light draught could 
also enter the bay from Mississippi Soimd, but it was not 
practicable for the fleet. 

The entrance from the Gulf was guarded by two works, 
Foi*t Morgan on Mobile Point and Fort Graines on Dauphin 
Island. The approach by Mississippi Sound was covered by 
Fort Powell, a small earthwork on Tower Island, command- 
ing the channel which gave the most water, known as 
Grant's Pass. Ckiines was too far distant from the main ship 
channel to connt for much in the plans of the fleet. It was 
a pentagonal work mounting in barbette ^ three X-inch co- 
lombiads, five 32-, two 24-, and two 18-poimder smooth-bore 
guns, and four rifled 32-pounders; besides these it had 
eleven 24-ponnder howitzers, siege and for flank defence. 
In Fort Powell there were ^ one X-inch, two Vlll-inch and one 
d2-pounder smooth-bore and two Vll-inch Brooke rifles; 
these bore on the sound and channels, but the rear of the 
fort toward the bay was yet imflnished and nearly unarmed. 
The third and principal work. Fort Morgan, was much more 
formidable. It was five sided, and built to carry guns both 
in barbette and casemates ; but when seized by the Confed- 
erates the embrasures of the curtains facing the channel were 
masked and a heavy exterior water battery was thrown up 
before the northwest curtain. The armament at this time 
cannot be given with absolute certainty." The official re- 
ports of the United States engineer and ordnance officers, 

* Beport of the United States Ordnance Officer of Department, dated October, 
1864. 
9 See Appendix. 
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made after the smrender, differ materially, but from a com- 
parison between them and other statements the following 
estimate has been made : Main fort seven X-inch, three 
Vm-inch and twenty-two 32-ponnder smooth-bore guns/ 
and two Vlll-inch, two 6.5-inch and fonr 5.82-inch rifles.' 
In the water battery there were four X-inch and one "VllL- 
inch columbiads and two 6.5-inch rifles." Of the above, ten 
X-inch, three Ylll-inch, sixteen 32-potmders and all the 
rifles, except one of 5.82 calibre, bore npon the channel. 
There were also twenty flanking 24-poiinder howitzers and 
two or three light rifles, which were useless against the 
fleet from their position. 

Such were the shore defences. In the waters of the bay 
there was a little Ck)nfederate squadron under Admiral 
Franklin Buchanan, made up of the ram Tennessee and 
three small paddle-wheel gunboats, the Morgan, Glaines, and 
Selma, commanded respectively by Commander George W. 
Harrison, and Lieutenants J. W. Bennett and P. U. Muiphy. 
They were unarmored, excepting around the boilers. The 
Selma was an open-deck river steamer with heavy hog 
frames ; the two others had been built for the Confederate 
Government, but were jKJorly put together. The batteries 
were : Morgan, two Vll-inch rifles and four 32-pounders ; 
Gaines, one Vlll-inch rifle and five 32-pounders ; Seli^a, one 
Vl-inch rifle, two IX-inch, and one VDI-inch smooth-bore 
shell-guns. Though these lightly built vessels played a 



* Of these guns twelve SS-ponndem' were at the southwest angle of the covered 
way. This in believed by the writer to be the battery known to the fleet as the 
lighthouse battery. 

2 24-pounder Rmooth-bore guns rifled. 

* In a paper read in 1868, before the Essayons Club, at Wlllett's Point, N. Y., 
by Captain A. H. Bumham, XT. 8. Engineers, it is stated that there were three 
VII- and Vlll-inch rifles in this battery. If thin is correct, they haa probably 
been moved from the barbette of the main work. 
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veiy impoitant part for some minutes, and h'om a favorable 
poBitiou did mnch harm to the Union fleet in the subsequent 
engagement, they counted for nothing in the calculations of 
Fauagat. There were besides these a few other so-called 
ironclads near the city ; but they took no part in the fight in 
the bay, and little, if any, in the operations before the fall 
of Mobile itself in the spring of 1865. 

The Tennessee was different This was the most powerful 
irondad built, from the keel up, by the Confederacy, and 
both the energy shown in overcoming difficulties and the 
workmanship put upon her were most creditable to her 
builders. The work was begun at Selma, on the Alabama 
Biver, one hundred and fifty miles from Mobile, in the 
spring of 1863, when the timber was yet standing in the 
forests, and much of what was to be her plating was still ore 
in the mines. The hull was launched the following winter 
and towed to Mobile, where the plating had already been 
sent from the rolling mills of Atlanta. 

Her length on deck was 209 feet, beam 48 feet, and when 
goaded, with her guns on board, she drew 14 feet. The bat- 
tery was carried in a casemate, equidistant fi-om the bow and 
stem, whose inside dimensions were 79 feet in length by 29 
feet in width. The framing was of yellow pine beams, 13 
inches thick, placed close together vertically and planked on 
the outside, first with 5^ inches of yellow pine, laid horizon- 
(ially, and then 4 inches of oak laid up and down. Both 
sides and ends were inclined at an angle of forty-five degrees, 
and over the outside planking was placed the armor, 6 inches 
thick, in thin plates of 2 inches each, on the forward end, 
and elsewhere 5 inches thick. Within, the yellow pine frames 
were sheathed with 2^ inches of oak. The plating through- 
out was fastened with bolts li inch in diameter, going en- 
tirely through and set up with nuts and washers inside. Her 
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guimerB were thus sheltered by a thickness of five or six 
inches of iron, backed by twenty-five inches of wood. The 
outside deck was plated with two-inch iron. The sides of 
the casemate, or, as the Confederates called it, the shield, 
were carried down to two feet below the water-line and then 
reversed at the same angle, so as to meet the hull again six 
to seven feet below water. The knuckle thus formed, pro- 
jecting ten feet beyond the base of the casemate, and appar- 
ently filled in solid, afforded a substantial protection from an 
enemy's prow to the hull, which was not less than eight feet 
within it. It was covered with four inches of iron, and being 
continued round the bows, became there a beak or ram. The 
pilot-house was made by carrying part of the forward end of 
the shield up three feet higher than the rest. The casemate 
was covered with heavy iron gratings, through whose holes 
the smoke could rise freely, and it was pierced with ten 
ports, three in each end and two on each side. The vessel 
carried, however, only six guns ; one Yiii-inch rifle at each 
end and two Vl-inch rifles on each broadside. These were 
Brooke guns, made in the Confederacy; they threw 110- 
pound and ^0-poimd solid shot. The ports were closed with 
iron sliding shutters, five inches thick ; a bad arrangement, 
as it turned out. 

Though thus powerfully built, armored, and armed, the 
Tennessee must have been a very exasperating vessel to her 
commander. She had two grave defects ; the first, perhaps 
unavoidable from the slender resources of the Confederacy, 
was lack of speed. Her engines were not built for her, but 
taken from a high-pressure river steamboat, and though on 
her trial trip she realized about eight knots, six seems to be 
all that could usually be got from her. She was driven 
by a screw, the shaft being connected by gearing with the 
engines. The other defect was an oversight, yet a culpable 
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one ; her steering chains, instead of being led nnder her 
armored deck, were over it, exposed to an enemy's fire. She 
was therefore a ram that conld only by a favomble chance 
overtake her prey, and was likely at any moment to lose the 
power of directing her thrust. 

Snch as she was the Tennessee was ready for service early 
in March, 1864, when Commander J. D. Johnston was ordered 
as her captain. She was taken from the city, through one 
of the arms of the Alabama, to the mud flats which reach to 
a point twenty miles down the bay, and are called Dog Biver 
Bar. The least depth of water to be traversed was nine feet, 
but throughout the whole distance the fourteen feet neces- 
sary to float the vessel could not be counted upon. She was 
carried over on camels, which are large floats made to fit the 
hull below the water line, and fastened to it, on either side, 
by heavy chains passing around them and under the keel, 
while the camels are filled with water. When the water was 
pumped out the buoyancy of the camels lifted the ram five 
feet, reducing her draught enough to let her go over the bar. 
Two months were taken up in building and placing the 
camels, during all which time Farragut was begging either 
for ironclads or for co-operation by the land forces, in reduc- 
ing the forts. In either case he was willing to enter the bay, 
but he did not like to run the risk of getting inside with his 
wooden ships ciii^led, the forts intaet in his rear, and the 
enemy's ironclads to contend with as well. Neither assist- 
ance was given, and he was therefore compelled to look 
on while the Tennessee was moved from a position in which 
she could do no harm to one in which she became the prin- 
cipal menace to the attacking fleet. On the 18th of May she 
was finally towed across and anchored in the lower bay six 
miles from the entrance. That night the camels were re- 
moved, steam raised, and everything made ready to cross 
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the outer bar and attack the fleet ; but when the anchdr was 
weighed the ship was found to be hard aground. The in- 
tended attack was given np, and when the tide rose enough 
to float her, she was moved down to Fort Morgan, near 
which she remained from that time. 

The preparations for defence of the enemy were not con- 
fined to the forts and the ships. From the point of Dauphin 
Island a line of pile obstructions extended across the sand 
bank, in the direction of Fort Morgan, blocking the passage 
of any light vessels that might try to pass that way. Where 
the piles ended, near the edge of the ba^k, a triple line of 
torpedoes in Echelon began, extending across the main ship 
channel to a red buoy, distant two hundred and twenty-six 
yards from the water battery under Fort Morgan. This nar- 
row passage, not much exceeding one hundred yards from the 
beach, was left open for blockade-runners, and through it 
the admiral intended his fleet to pass ; for the reports of 
refugees and the examinations made by ofl&cers of the fleet 
who dared at night to push their search thus close under the 
eneiny's guns, alike affirmed that there at least no torpedoes 
were. 

The torpedoes planted in this jyart of the defences of Mo- 
bile were principally of two kinds, both of the class known 
as floating torpedoes. One was made of an ordinary barrel, 
lager-beer kegs being preferred, pitched inside and out and 
with wooden cones secured to the two ends to keep it from 
tumbling over. The barrel was filled with powder and fur- 
nished with several, generally five, sensitive primers, placed 
near together in that part of the bilge which was to float up- 
permost. The primers were exploded by a vessel striking 
them and communicated their flame to the charge. The 
other torpedo was made of tin, in the form of a truncated 
cone, the upper diameter being the greater. It was divided 
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tnto two parte, the upper being an air-chamber and the lower 
containing the charge. On top was a oast-iron cap so 
secured that a slight blow, like that from a passing vessel, 
would knock it off. The cap was fast to a trigger, and as it 
fell, its weight pulled the trigger and exploded the charge. 
In July, 1864, there were planted forty-six of the former and 
one hundred and thirty-four of the latter kind. Besides 
these which exploded on contact there are said to have been 
several electrical torpedoes. 

The first six months of 1864 wore away in the monotonous 
routine of the blockade, broken only by an attack upon Fort 
Powell, made from Mississippi Sound by the admiral with 
the light-draught vessels. These could not get nearer than 
four thousand yards, but at the time, February 28th, Sherman 
was on his raid into Mississippi and the attack was believed 
to be of service as a diversion. During this half of the year 
none but wooden vessels lay before Mobile. Toward the end 
of July the co-operation of Ganby's forces was assured and 
the monitor ironclads began to arrive. 

The root idea from which the monitor type of ironclads 
grew was a raft carrying a fort ; their hulls, therefore, floated 
low in the water, the deck being but a foot or two above it. 
Upon the deck were one or more circular turrets, made of 
one-inch rolled wrought-iron plates, the whole thickness de- 
pending upon the number of these thin plates bolted 
together. The decks, and the hulls to some distance below 
the water-line, were also armored, but less heavily. In the 
turret two guns were mounted, of a size varying with the size 
of the vessel. They could be moved in and out, but the 
aim from side* to side was changed by turning the whole 
turret, which revolved on ia central spindle. After firing, the 
poi*ts were turned away from the enemy and the unbroken 
iron toward him, until the guns were reloaded. Above and 
10* 
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concentric with the turret was another circnlar stnictttre, of 
much less diameter and similarly armored* This, called the 
pilot-house, contained the steering-wheel, and was the 
station in battle of the captain, helmsman, and pilot if there 
were one. It was stationary, not sharing the revolving mo- 
tion of the gun-turret, and could be entered only by a hole 
opening down into the latter, the top being closed by iron 
plates, which had been given greater thickness since a shot 
in one instance had struck and broken them, killing the 
captain of the vessel. Narrow horizontal slits were cut 
in the armor of the pilot-house, through which the captain 
peered, as through the bars of a helmet, to see his enemy and 
direct the course of his ship. The gun-turret could be en- 
tered or left by the hull below, which contained the living 
rooms of the officers and crew and all the usual and neces- 
sary arrangements of a ship of war, or by the gun-ports, which 
were large enough for a man to pass through. In action the 
hatches were down, and ordinarily the only exit from the hull 
below was through the turret and its ports. Four of these 
vessels were sen' to Farragut after many askings and months 
of delay ; two from the Atlantic coast, the Tecumseh and 
Manhattan, having ten-inch armor on their turrets, and two 
from the Mississippi River, the Chickasaw and Winnebago, 
with eight-and-a-half-inch armor. The former carried two 
XV-inch guns in one turret ; the latter four Xl-inch guns 
in two turrets. They were all screw ships, but the exigen- 
cies of the Mississippi seiTice calling for light draught, 
those built for it had four screws of small diameter, two on 
each quarter. The speed of the monitors was poor and, as 
they had iron hulls, varied much as their bottoms were clean 
or foul. From a comparison of differing statements it may 
be taken at from five to seven knots. 
During these six months, though the admiral paid frequent 
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visits to the fleet off Mobile, the immediate direction of 
affidrs was left to the divisional commander, Captain Thorn- 
ton A. Jenkins, of the Richmond. In the last week of July, 
however, Farragnt took charge in person, and sent the Bich- 
mond, and others of the blockading force that were to 
attempt the entry of the bay, to Pensacola to complete their 
preparations. The Manhattan had arrived on the 20th and 
the Chickasaw came in from New Orleans on the Ist of 
August. These, with the Winnebago, were anchored under 
the lee of Sand Island ; but the Tecumseh did not get down 
until the Richmond, with the others, returned on the night 
of the 4th ; and it was only by the untiring efforts of her 
commander and Captain Jenkins that she was ready even 
then. With her, and the return of the blockaders, the 
admiral's force was complete. 

The understanding with General Giunger, in immediate 
command of the troops, was that he should land on the 4th 
on Dauphin Island and invest Gaines, as he liad not men 
enough to attack both forts at once. The admiral was to 
jjass Morgan and enter the bay the same morning. Granger 
landed, but Farragut could not fulfil his part of the bargain, 
because so many of his ships were still away. The delay, 
though he chafed under it, was in the end an advantage, as 
the enemy used that last day of his control of the water to 
throw more troops into Gaines, who were all taken two days 
later. 

In forming his jylem of attack the admiral wanted two 
farors from nature ; a westerly wind to blow the smoke from 
the fleet and toward Morgan, and a flood-tide. In regular sum- 
mer weather the wind from sunrise till eight o'clock is light 
from the southward and then hauls gradually round to the 
west and northwest, growing in strength as it does so. The 
tide was a matter of calculation, if no exceptional wind modi- 
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fied its direotion. The admiral wished ' it flood for two 
reasons : first, beoanse, as he intended to go in at any ooet, it 
would help a crippled ship into the harbor ; and secondly, 
he had noticed that the primers of the barrel-torpedoes were 
close together on top, and thought it likely that when the 
flood-tide straightened out their mooring-lines the tops would 
be turned away from the approaching ships. 

As at New Orleans, the preparations were left very much to 
the commanders of ships. A general order directed spare 
spars and boats to be landed, the machinery protected, and 
splinter-nettings placed. As the fleet was to pass between 
the eastern buoy and the beach, or two hundred yards from 
Morgan, little was feared from Gaines, which would be over 
two miles away; the preparations^ were therefore made 
mainly on the starboard side, and port guns were shifted 
over till all the jwrts were f xdL The boats were lowered and 
towed on the port side. The admiral himself and the 
captain of the Brooklyn preferred to go in with their topsail 
yards across ; but the Richmond and Lackawanna sent down 
their topmasts, and the other vessels seem to have done the 
same. 

In the order of battle the wooden ships, as at Port Hud- 
son, were to be lashed in couples, the lighter vessels on the 
off hand ; the four monitors in a column inshore and abreast 
of the leading ships, the Tecumseh, which led, slightly in 
advance of the van of the other column. The admiral had 
intended to lead the latter himself in the Hartford, but the 
representations of many officers led him to yield his own 
judgment so far as to let the Brooklyn, whose captain ear- 



1 The Bichmond, while at Pensaoola, built a regnlar barricade of sand-bags, ex- 
tending from the port bow round the starboard side to the port quarter, and from 
the berth to the apar-deck. Three thousand bags of sand were used for this de- 
fence, which was in places seyeral feet thick. 



f 
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iMetly mshed it, go ahead of him. The order of attack, as it 
stood ttt last, was as follows : 

MoNiTOBs — Stabboabd Column. 

Teoomfleh 1,084 tons, 2 1 gans, Commander T. A. M. Graven. 

Maahattan 1,034 " 2 '* " J. W. A. Nicholson. 

Winnebflgo 970 " 4 " " Thomas H. Stevens. 

Chickasaw 1X70 '* 4 *' Lieut. -Com*r George H. Perkins. 

Wooden Ships — ^Port Column. 

fBrookljB 2,07X) tons, 24 gnns, Captain James Alden. 
Oetorara 829 '' 6 *' Lieut. -Com'r Ohas. H. Greene. 

(Hartford 1,900 " 21 . j Rear-Admiral David G. Farragnt 

-< ( Captam Percival Drayton. 

(Metacomet.... 974 '* 6 " Lieut. -Com'r Jas. E. Jouett 

j Richmond .... 1,929 " 20 ** Captain Thornton A. Jenkins. 

(Port Royal.... 805 '* 6 " Lieut. -Com»r Bancroft Gherardi. 

( Lackawanna . . 1,583 " 8 '' Captain John B. Marchand. 

(Seminole 801 " 8 " Commander Edward Donaldson. 

JMonongahela.. 1,378 *' 8 " CJommander James H. Strong. 

Kennebec 507 " 5 " Lieut.-Com'r Wm. P. McCann. 

j Ossipee 1,240 ** 11 " Commander WUliam E. Le Roy. 

(Itasca 507 '* 5 *' Lieut. -Com'r George Brown. 

Oneida 1,032 '* 9 " Conunander J. R. M. Mullany. 

Galena 738 " 10 " Lieut.-Com»r Clark H. Wells. 



1 



The Octorara, Metacomet, and Port Royal were side-wheel 
donble-enders ; the others were screw ships. All had been 
built for the naval service. 

The evening before the action it was raining hard, but 
toward midnight stopped and became clear, hot, and calm. 
The preparations were all made and the vessels lay quietly 
at their anchors ; the wooden ships outside, the monitors 
behind Sand Island. Later a light air sprung up from the 

> For particulars of batteries, see Appendix. 
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southwest, thus fulfilling the admiral's wish. He was nol 
well, sleeping restlessly, and about three in the morning sent 
his steward to find out how the wind was. When he learned 
it was southwest, he said : ** Then we will go in this morn- 
ing." Soon after, the hands were turned up and hammocks 
stowed. Between 4 and 5 o'clock, the lighter vessels came 
alongside and were lashed to their consorts. At 5.30 the 
signal was made to get under way and the Brooklyn 
weighed at once, the other vessels. following in order, the 
monitors at the same time standing out from their anchorage. 
The fleet steamed slowly in to the bar, to allow its members 
to take and keep their stations, the crews in the meantime 
going to quarters and clearing for action. At 6.10 the bar 
was crossed by the flag-ship, and by 6.30 the order for battle 
was fairly formed and the monitors taking their stations ; 
in doing which a slight delay occurred. At this time all 
the ships hoisted the United States flag at the peak and the 
three mastheads, and the Tecumseh fired the first two shots 
at the fort. At five minutes before seven the fieet went 
ahead again, and at five minutes past the fort opened upon 
the Brooklyn, the leading ship, which answered at once 
with her bow rifle, and immediately afterward the action be- 
came general along the line between the fort, the monitors 
(except the Tecumseh), and the bow guns of the fleet ; at 
the same time the enemy's gunboats moved out from behind 
Morgan and formed in line ahead, east and west, across the 
channel just inside the lines of torpedoes. From this posi- 
tion they had a raking fire upon the fieet, which was con- 
fined to a nearly north course (north by east), until it had 
passed the fort and the buoy. At half -past seven the lead- 
ing ships had their broadsides bearing fairly on the works, 
and while they maintained that position their heavy fire so 
kept down the enemy's that the latter did little harm. 
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Thd Teonmseh^ after firing the two first gnns, as stated 
above, had turned her tnrret from the enemy and loaded 
again with steel shot and the heaviest charge ' of powder. 
Intent only upon the Tennessee, she steamed qnietly on, 
regardless of the fort, a little ahead of the Brooklyn., the 
other monitors following her closely. As they drew near 
the buoy, Graven from the pilot-house of his ship saw it so 
nearly in line with the beach that he turned to his pilot and 
said, "It is impossible that the admiral means us to go inside 
that buoy ; I cannot turn my ship." At the same moment the 
Tennessee, which till that time had lain to the eastward of the 
buoy, went ahead to the westwai-d of it, and Craven, either 
fearing she would get away from him or moved by the seem* 
mg narrowness of the open way, gave the order ** Starboard " 
and pushed the Tecumseh straight at the enemy. She had 
gone but a few yards and the lockstring was already taut in 
the hands of an officer of the enemy's ship. Lieutenant Whar- 
ton, waiting to fire as they touched, when one or more torx>e- 
does exploded under her. She lurched from side to side, ca- 
reened violently over, and went down head foremost, her 
screw plainly visible in the air for a moment to the enemy, 
that waited for her, not two hundred yards off, on the other 
side of the fatal line. It was then that Craven did one of 
those deeds that should be always linked with the doer's 
name, as Sidney's is with the cup of cold water. The pilot 
and he instinctively made for the narrow opening leading to 
the turret below. Craven drew back: "After you, pilot," 
he said. There was no afterward for him ; the pilot was 
saved, but he went down with his ship. 

When the Tecumseh sank, the Brooklyn was about three 
hundred yards astern of her and a little outside ; the Hart- 

1 Sixty pounds ; one hundred ix)unds have since been used in these guns. 
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ford between one and two hnndred yards from the Brook- 
lyn, on her port quarter; the Bichmond about the same 
distance from the Hartford and in the Brooklyn's wake. 
The Winnebago, the second astern of the Tecomseh, was 
five hundred yards from her, and the Manhattan in h^ 
station, two hundred yards ahead of the Winnebago ; both, 
however, skirting the beach Mid steering to pass inside of 
the buoy, as they had been ordered* The sunken vessel was 
therefore well on their port bow. Unmoved by the fate of 
their leader, the three remaining ironclads steamed on in 
line ahead, steadily but very slowly, being specially directed 
to occupy the attention of the guns ashore, that were raking 
the approaching ships. As they passed, the admiration of 
the officers of the fiag*ship and Metacomet was aroused by 
the sight of Commander Stevens, of the Winnebago, walk- 
ing quietly, giving his orders, from turret to turret of his 
unwieldy vessel, directly under the enemy's guns. Pive 
minutes later was seen from the Brooklyn certain objects 
in the water ahead, which were taken at the moment for 
buoys to torpedoes. The ship and her consort were stopped 
and then began to back, coming down ux>on the next astern ; 
at the same time their bows fell off toward the fort and they 
soon lay nearly athwart the channel. The Hartford's engines 
were at once stopped, but, as she held her way and drifted 
on with the flood*tide, her bow approached dangerously near 
the Brooklyn's stem and the Bichmond was close behind ; 
fortunately the rest of the fieet had opened out somewhat. 
While the vessels were thus close the admiral hailed to know 
what was the matter. "Torpedoes ahead," was the reply. 
Farragut, who did not go heedlessly into action, had reckoned 
on torpedoes and counted the cost. Without any seeming 
hesitation, though in the story of his life it appears that for 
a moment he felt overcome till he could throw himself on a 
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Power greater than his own, he ordered his own ship and his 
eonsort ahead, at the same time making the signal "Close 
order.*' Erom the position of the Brooklyn it was no longer 
possible to pass inside, and accordingly, backing the Meta- 
oomet and going ahead with the flagship, their heads were 
turned to the westward and they passed outside of the fatal 
buoy, about five hundred yards from the fort. As they went 
over the line the torpedo cases were heard knocking against 
the bottom of the ship and the primers snapping,* but none 
of the torpedoes themselves exploded and the Hartford went 
safely through. 

. Yet, in the midst of Farragnt's grave anxieties about 
the great issues touching his fleet, the drowning men on 
board the Tecumseh had not been forgotten, and, while 
still fettered by the Brooklyn's action, he hailed Captain 
Jouett, of the Metaoomet,' to know if he had not a boat that 
he could send to save them. Jouett, having seen the dis-* 
aster, and not having the other cares on his mind, had by 
a few instants forestalled the admiral, and the boat was 
about leaving the port quarter of the Metacomet, in charge 
of Ensign H. C. Nields, an officer of the Volunteer Navy. 
She pulled round under the Hartford's stem and broadside, 
across the bows of the Brooklyn, toward the wreck, where 
she saved the pilot, John Collins, and nine of the ship's com- 
pany. While on liis way Nields, who was but a lad, did one 
of those acts, simple in intention, which appeal strongly to 

1 The evidence for this singular and striking incident is, botb in quality and 
quantity, such as puts the fact beyond doubt. The same sounds were heard on 
board the Bichmond. The tin torpedoes were poorly lacquered and corroded 
rapidly under the sea-water. There is good reason to believe that those which 
nmk the TecumEeh had been planted but two or three days before. A story re- 
cently current in the South, that she was sunk by a torpedo carried at her own 
bow, is wholly without foundation. 

' Farn^rut was in the port main rigging of the Hartford, Jouett on the star^ 
board wheel-house of his ship, so that there were but a few feet between them. 
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the feelings and imagination and indicate the calm self-pos- 
session of the doer. He was steering the boat himself, and 
his captain, who was watching, saw him, after pnlling some 
fifty yards, look np and back to see if the flag was flying ; 
missing it, he stooped down, took it out of the cover in 
which it is habitually kept and shipped it, unfurled, in its 
place in the boat before the eyes of friends and foes. His 
heroic and merciful errand was not accomplished without the 
greatest risk, greater than he himself knew ; for not only did 
he pass under the continued and furious fire of the fort and 
the fleet, but the ensign of the forecastle division of the 
Hartford, seeing the boat without a flag and knowing noth- 
ing of its object, but having torpedoes uppermost in his 
mind, connected its presence with them, trained one of his 
hundred-pounders ui)on it,* and was about to pull the lock- 
string when one of the ship's company caught his arm, say- 
ing : *'For God's sake, don't fire! it is one of our own 
boats ! " The Hartford had passed on when Nields had 
picked up the survivors, and, after putting them aboard the 
"Winnebago, he pulled down to the Oneida, where he served 
during the rest of the action. Two officers and five men had 
9kLso escaped in one of the Tecumseh's boats, which was tow- 
ing alongside, and four swam to the fort, where they were 
made prisoners ; so that twenty-one were saved out of a com- 
plement of over one hundred souls. 

Meanwhile the Brooklyn was lying bows on to the fort, un- 
dergoing a raking fire and backing down upon the starboard 
bow of the Bichmond, whose engines were stopped, but the 
vessel drifting up with the young flood-tide. Her captain, see- 
ing a collision in such critical circumstances imminent, gave 
the order to back hard both his own ship and her consort ; 

1 This was told the writer by the officer himself. 
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fearing that, if the four became entangled, not only wonld 
they suffer damage themselves, but, if snnk by the fire of 
the fort, would block the channel to the rest of the squadron. 
As she backed, the Bichmond's bow fell off to port, bring- 
ing her starboard broadside fairly toward the fort and bat- 
teries, on which she kept up a steady and rapid fire, at a dis- 
tance of from three hundred to one hundred and fifty yards, 
driving the enemy out of the water-battery and silencing 
it ; being at the same time wrapped in a cloud of smoke 
which hid her hull and rose above her lower mast-heads. 

As her topmasts were down, the ship was thus so com« 
pletely hidden that Buchanan, the Confederate admiral, who 
had had her captain under him as a midshipman in days long 
gone by, and again as first Heutenant of a corvette during the 
war with Mexico, asked after the surrender r ** "What became 
of Jenkins ? I saw his vessel go handsomely into action and 
then lost sight of her entirely." While thus hacking and 
fighting the ship was in great danger of getting agioaiid, 
having at times less than a foot of water under her keel ; but 
her commander thought the situation so critical as to neces« 
sitate the risk. During the same time the Brooklyn, from 
her unfortunate position, was unable to use any but her bow 
guns, and, even when her hull was obscured by the smoke of 
the battle, her position was shown to the gunners of the fort 
by her tall spars towering above. These moments of anxiety 
were ended when she brought her head once more in the 
right direction and steamed on ; the Bichmond followed with 
the other ships of the port column, which had closed up and 
joined in the action during the delay. Their fire, with the 
monitors', kept down that of the fort until the bulk of the fleet 
had gone by, but when the heavier ships were out of raoge 
the enemy returned to their guns and severely punished the 
rear of the line ; the last ship, the Oneida, receiving a VII- 
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inch rifle sliell, wliic^h ^lostjed through her chaiit armor 
into the starboard boiler, where it bmrBt, the Inrgec p 
the watch of firemen beiug ai'aUed by the eBcaping s 
About the same moment asimilar projectile burst in the 
cutting both wheel-ropes, while Let forwanl Xl-inch gun and 
one of the VHI-iitch were disabled. In thia conditiati tha 
Oneiila was pulled past the forts hj her consort, the Galena. 
As the Hartford odvancml over the line of torpedoes tha 
three Emaller gnnboats of the enemj took their position on 
her starboard bow and ahead, whence they kept up a raking 
and most galling &re, to which the Hartford, confined to tl 
direction of the channel, could only reply with her bow 
one of which was 8i)eedily disabled by a shell bursting ■ 
it. Ab the flag-ship advanced they retreated, keeping theil 
distance and range about the same, from one thooBaDd to 
aeven hundred yards, and fighting mainly the stem guns. 
At no period of the action did she suffer as now, and tlw 
quarters of her forward division became a slaughter-pen ; u 
single shot killing t«n and wounding Ave men, while 
splinters and shi'eds of bodies were hurled aft and 
decks of her consort. The greater part of the ship's 
had nerer been in action, but so admirable was tlieir spirit 
discipline that no wavering was seen, nor was there any 
fusion even in reorganizing the more than decimated ci 
of the gnns. The Tennessee meantime waited for her, 
chanan having set his heart on sinking the enemy' 
bnt as the lam stood down the Hartford put her helni to stt 
board and, having the greater speed, avoided the thrust wit 
out difBtulty. Two shots were fired by the ram at the 
moment at snch short range that it seemed wonderfol they 
missed. The Tennessee then followed up the bay till tier 
opponent was about amile from hia own fleet, when forsome 
reason she gave up the pursuit and turned to meet 
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other wooden ships, which were advancing in close order, 
the Brooklyn still leading. The Tennessee stood for the 
latter vessel, as though intending to ram, but sheered off 
and went by on her starboard side, at less than one hundred 
yards, firing two shots, which struck and went through and 
through, and receiving the contents of the Brooklyn's guns 
in return. She passed on down the line to the Eichmond, 
which was ready with her broadside and a party of mus- 
keteers, who kept up a brisk fire into the ram*s ports. 
Whether the aim was thus disordered or there was not time 
to lay the guns properly after reloading, the two shots flew 
high and no harm was done. The Tennessee passed the next 
ship, the Lackawanna, also on the starboard side, but then 
made a determined sheer toward the line as though certainly 
intending to ram. Captain Strong of the Monongahela seeing 
this, headed for her, putting his helm to port and then shift- 
ing it so as to strike at right angles, but the Monongahela 
oould not get her full speed, from having the gunboat Ken- 
nebec in tow alongside ; she therefore struck the ram some- 
what glancing and on her port quarter. The blow threw the 
Tennessee's stem around and she passed close along the port 
side of the Kennebec, injuring the planking on the latter's 
bow and leaving one of her boats and its iron davit with the 
gunboat as a memento of the collision. As she went by she 
fired a shell which entered the berth-deck and exploded, seri- 
ously woimding an officer and four men. The Ossipee, which 
was on the port quarter of the Monongahela when the col- 
lision took place, seeing how the ram was heading, also put 
her helm to port following the Monongahela's motion; but 
when the ram swung round under the blow she righted if and 
the Tennessee passed between the two, giving the Ossipee 
two shots, which entered nearly together below the spar-deck 
abreast the forward pivot gun. The ram then passed on the 
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starboard side of the crippled Oneida, about a linndred 
yards off, and tried to fire her broadside ; but the primers 
snapped several times, and she only succeeded in getting off 
one gun, the shot from which hit the after Xl-inch pivot, 
which had just been fired at and struck her. She then 
passed under the Oneida's stem, delivering a raking fire, and 
severely wounding Commander Mullany, who lost an arm. 
At this moment the Union iron-clads which, in obedience to 
their orders, had delayed before the fort, occupying its guns 
until the fleet had passed, drew near the rear wooden ships 
and opened their fire on the Tennessee. As the enemy 
passed under the stem of the Oneida the Winnebago came 
up and took position between the two, upon which the crew 
of the crippled ship, who were expecting to be rammed, 
leaped upon the rail and cheered Commander Stevens, lately 
their own captain,* he having left them but a few days before. 
About the time that the Tennessee gave up her pursuit of 
the Hartford, the flag ship reached the point where she was 
able to keep away a little to the westward. As she did so 
her starboard broadside came to bear and the Confederate 
gimboats edged off, though still keeping up a hot fire from 
their stem guns. A shot soon struck the Gaines under the 
port counter below water, and a shell striking soon after near 
the same place on the starboard side exploded, also below 
water, and started a heavy leak in the magazine. At this time 
the admiral directed the Metacomet to cast off and chase the 
gunboats, specially cautioning her commander to let none of 
them escape to Mobile ; and a signal to the same effect was 



' Commander Stevens had given np the command of the Oneida at the request 
and in favor of Commander Mullany, whose own ship was not fitted for such an 
engagement, and who had heretofore been less fortunate than his friend in having 
opportunities for distinction thrown in his way by the war. Stevens, being an 
old iron-clad captain, took the command of the Winnebago, which was vacant. 
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made to the lighter vessels in the rear. Jouett, who had 
been impatiently waiting, cut his fasts, backed clear, and 
pressed hard after the three, who retreated up the bay. The 
Graines had to hanl off toward Morgan at 8.30, the leak in- 
creasing rapidly, but the other two kept on still. The Meta- 
comet, not being able to fire straight ahead, yawed once or 
twice to discharge her bow gun; but finding she lost too 
much groimd by this discontinued it, though the enemy were 
still keeping up a harassing fire. The chase led her into 
shoal water, the leadsman in the chains repoiidng a foot less 
than the ship drew. The executive officer, having verified 
the sounding, reported it to the captain, who, intent simply 
upon carrying out his orders, and seeing that the bottom was 
a soft ooze, replied: **Call the man in; he is only intimi- 
dating me with his soundings." Soon after this a heavy 
squall accompanied by rain and dense mist came up, and dur- 
ing it the Morgan, which was on the starboai'd bow of the 
Metacomet, first got aground, and then getting off ran down 
to the southeastward toward Fort Morgan. The Selma kept 
straight on, as did the Metacomet ; and when the squall lifted 
the latter found "herself ahead and on the starboard bow of 
her chase. One shot was fired, killing the executive officer 
and some of the crew of the Selma, and then the latter 
hauled down her flag, having lost five killed and ten wounded. 
The other Union gunboats being far in the rear and embar- 
rassed by the mist did not succeed in cutting off' the others — 
both of which escaped under Fort Morgan. The Graines be- 
ing wholly disabled was burnt; the Morgan made good her 
escape to Mobile the same night. 

After passing down the Union line, Buchanan said to 
his flag-captain, it being then about half -past eight: "Fol- 
low them up, Johnston, we can't let them off that way." 
Five minutes later the Ilartford anchored four miles from 
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Morgan, and the crew were sent to breakfast. Captain Dray- 
ton went up on the poop and said to the admiral : ** What we 
have done has been well done, sir; but it all counts for 
nothing so long as the Tennessee is there under the guns of 
Morgan.'* ** I know it/' said the admiral, " and as soon as 
the people have had their breakfasts I am going for her.*' ^ 
Buchanan by his move thus played directly into Farragut's 
hands. From some difficulty in the ground it was found 
necessary to bring the head of the Tennessee round toward 
Morgan, and this, with the length of time occupied in the 
manoeuvre and the improbability of her attacking the whole 
fleet by daylight, caused the admiral to think that she had 
retired under the guns of the fort He was soon undeceived. 
At ten minutes before nine, when the crew had hardly got 
seated at their breakfast, the Tennessee was reported ap* 
proaching. The mess-gear was hustled aside, and the flag* 
ship at once got under way, as did the other vessels that had 
anchored, and signal was made to the monitors to destroy 
the ram and to the Monongahela, Lackawanna, and Ossipee 
to ram the enemy's principal vesseL These ships took 
ground to carry out their orders, and when the Tennessee 
was about four hundred yards from the fleet the Mononga- 
hela struck her fairly amidships on the starboard side. 
Just before the blow the ram flred two shells, which passed 
through her enemy's berth-deck, one exploding and wound- 
ing an officer and two men. She then passed on the star- 
board side of the Monongahela and received a broadside at 
the distance of ten yards, but without harm. The Lacka- 

1 This was said in the hearing of Lieutenant-Commander (now Captain) Kim- 
berley, the executive officer of the Hartford. Commodore Fozhall A. Parker 
(Battle of Mobile Bay) mentions that Farragut had written in a note-book after 
the engagement: '*Ha«l Buchanan remained under the fort, I shoold have at- 
tacked him as soon as it became dark with the thi*ee monitors." The statemeutg 
are easily reconciled, the latter representing the second thought. 
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wanna followed, striking a square blow on the x)ort side at 
the after end of the casemate. The Tennessee listed over 
heavily and swung round, so that the two vessels lay along- 
side head and stem, the port sides touching; but as the 
Lackawanna's battery had been mostly shifted to the star- 
board side to engage the fort she had only one IX-inch gun 
available, the shot from which struck one of the enemy's 
port shutters driving fragments into the casemates. The 
Lackawanna then kept away, making a circuit to ram again. 
She had her stem cut and crushed from three feet above the 
water-line to five below, causing some leakage, and the 
Monongahela had her iron prow carried away and the butt 
ends of the planking started on both bows ; but the only 
damage caused to the Tennessee, protected by her sponsons, 
was a leak at the rate of about six inches an hour. The 
ijag-ship now approached to ram, also on the port side ; but 
the Tennessee turned toward her so that the bluff of the 
port bow in each ship took the blow. The Hartford's anchor 
was hanging from the hawse-pipe, there not having been 
time to cat it, and acted as a fender, being doubled up under 
the blow, and the two vessels rasped by, the port sides 
touching. Most of the Hartford's battery was also on the 
starboard side, but there were still seven IX-inch guns which 
sent out their solid shot with their heaviest charge of pow- 
der ; yet at a distance of ten feet they did the Tennessee no 
harm. ' The primers of the latter again failed her, being 
heard by the flagship's people to snap unsuccessfully several 
times ; one gun finally went off, and the shell exploding on 
the berth-deck killed and wounded an officer and several 
men. This was the last shot fired by the Tennessee. The 
Hartford put her helm to starboard and made a circle to ram 
again, but in mid career the Lackawanna ran into her, strik- 
ing near the person of the admiral, who had a narrow escape 
HL— 11 
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from being killed, and cutting the flag-ship down to within 
two feet of the water. 

Meanwhile the monitors had come np. The Manhattan 
had lost the use of one of her XV-inch guns early in the day 
by a fragment of iron which dropped into the vent and could 
not be got out ; she was therefore able to fire only six of her 
heavy shot, one of which broke through the port side of the 
casemate leaving on the inside an undetached mass of oak 
and pine splinters. The Winnebago's turrets could not be 
turned, so the guns could only be trained by moving the 
helm and her fire was necessarily slow. The Chickasaw was 
more fortunate ; her smoke-stack had been pierced several 
times by the fort, so that her speed had run down and she 
had not yet reached the anchorage when the Tennessee came 
up, but by heaping tallow and coal-tar on the furnaces steam 
was raised rapidly and she closed with the enemy immedi- 
ately after the Hartford rammed and fired. Passing by her 
port side and firing as she did so, she took position under 
her stem, dogging her steadily during the remainder of the 
fight, never over fifty yards distant, and at times almost 
touching, keeping up an unremitting fire with lier four XI- 
inch guns.' 

The bow and stem port shutters of the Tennessee were 
now jammed, so that those guns could not be used. Soon 

^ Lienienant-Commandcr Perkins and the e^eicative officer of the Chickasaw, 
Volunteer Lieutenant William Hamilton, were going North from other ships on 
leave of absence, the latter on sick leave, but had offered their services for the bat- 
tle. The fire of the Chickasaw was the mo^t damaging to the Tennessee. In her 
engagement with the ram she fired fifty-two Xl-inch solid shot, almost all into the 
fetern, where the greatest injury was done. The Metaoomet went to Fensacola 
that night under a flag of truce with the wounded from the fleetj and the Tennes- 
see, and was taken out by the pilot of the latter. He asked Captain Jonett who 
commanded the monitor that got under the ram's stern, adding: "D — n him I 
he stuck to us like a leech ; we could not get away from him. It was he who cut 
away the steering gear, jammed the stern port shutters, and wounded Admiral 
Buchanan.'* 



MOBILE. 243 

her smoke-stack came down and the smoke rising from its 
stnmp poured through the gratings on to the gnn-deck, where 
the thermometer now stood at 120°. At about the same 
time the tiller-chains were shot away from their exposed 
position over the after-deck. Losing thus the power of di- 
recting her movements, the Tennessee headed aimlessly 
down the bay, followed always by the unrelenting Chicka- 
saw, under the pounding of whose heavy guns the after-end 
of the shield was now seen, by those within, to be percepti- 
bly vibrating. The Manhattan and Winnebago were also 
at work, and the Hartford, Ossipee, and other vessels were 
seeking their chance to ram again. During this time Bu- 
chanan, who was superintending in person the working of 
the battery, sent for a machinist to back out the pin of a 
jammed port shutter ; while the man was at work a shot struck 
just outside where he was sitting, the concussion crushing 
him so that the remains had to be shovelled into buckets. 
At the same moment the admiral received a wound from an 
iron splinter, breaking his leg. The command then fell upon 
Captain Johnston, who endured the hammering, powerless 
to reply, for twenty minutes longer; then, after consulta- 
tion with the admiral, he hauled down the flag which was 
hoisted on a boat-hook thrust through the grating. As it 
had before been shot away the fire of the fleet did not stop, 
and Johnston accordingly went on the roof and showed a 
white flag. As he stood there the Ossipee was approaching 
at full speed to ram on the starboard side, passing the slug- 
gish Winnebago, whose captain, still outside his turret, ex- 
changed greetings with his more fortunate competitor. Her 
helm was put over and engines backed at once, but it was 
too late to avoid the collision. As they came together her 
captain appeared on the forecastle and, along with the blow, 
Johnston received a genial greeting from the most genial of 
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men: *' Hallo, Jolmston, old fellow! bow are you? This is 
the United States Steamer Ossipee. Pll send a boat alongside 
for you. Le Roy, don'fc you know me ? ** The boat was sent 
and the United States flag hoisted on board the Tennessee 
at ten o'clock. * 

The flght had lasted a little over an hour. The loss of the 
Tennessee was 2 killed and 10 wounded, that of the Union 
fleet, from the forts and the enemy's squadron, 52 killed and 
170 wounded.' Besides the loss of the smoke-stack and 

1 It is not easy to fix the exact times of particular occnrrenoea from the notes 
taken in the heat of action by different obaerrers, with watches not neoesMrily 
running together ; yet a certain measure of duration of the exciting events be- 
tween 7 and 10 ▲.!£. in this battle seems desirable. From a careful ocnnpariBon 
of the logs and reports the following table of times has been compiled : 

Fort Morgan opeuel 7.07 A.ic 

Broo)clyn opened with bow guns 7.10 a.m. 

Fleet generally with bow guns 7.16 a.m. 

Fleet generally with broadside guns 7.80-7.50 A.v. 

Tecumseh sunk 7.45 A.M. 

Hartford took the lead 7.52 A.ic. 

Hartford casts off Metaoomct 8.05 A.M. 

At this time the rest of the fleet wore about a mile astern of the flag-ship, cross* 
ing the lines of torpedoes, and the Tennessee turned to attack them. 

Tennessee passed rear ship (Oneida) 8.80 a.m. 

Hartford anchored 8.'^ a.m. 

Tennessee sighted coming up. , 8.60 a.m. 

Monongahela rammed 9.25 a.m. 

Lackawanna rammed 9.30 a.m. 

Hartford 9.35 a.m. 

Tennessee surrendered lO.CO a.m. 

Killed. Wounded. 

»Hartford 25 28 

Brooklyn 11 48 

Lackawanna 4 85 

Oneida 8 8U 

Monongahela 6 

Metacomet 1 S 

Ossipee 1 7 

Blchmond 3 

Galena 1 

Octorara '. 1 10 

Kennebec. . . . : 1 6 
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Bteering-gear, the injuries to the casemate of the ram were 
yery severe. On the after-side nearly all the plating was 
fonnd to be started, the after gun-carriage was disabled 
and there were distinct marks of nine Xl-inch solid shot 
having struck within a few sqnare feet of that port. The 
only shot that penetrated the casing was the one XY-inch 
from the Manhattan. Three port shatters were so damaged 
as to stop the firing of the g^ins. 

The Chickasaw, which had so persistently stnck to the 
ram, now took her in tow and anchored her near the flag- 
ship. At half -past two of the same afternoon the Chickasaw 
again got tmder way and stood down to Fort Powell, engag- 
ing it for an hour at a distance of three hundred and fifty 
yards. The fort had been built to resist an attack from the 
sound and was not yet ready to meet one coming like this 
from the rear. That same night it was evacuated and blown 
up. 

On the 6th the Chickasaw went down and shelled Fort 
Gaines, and the following day it was surrendered. Fort 
Morgan still held out. The army under General Granger 
was transferred from Dauphin Island to Mobile Point and a 
siege train, sent from New Orleans, was landed three miles 
in rear of the fort on the 17th. In the meantime batteries 
had been constructed ; and thirty-four guns had been put 
in position, with everything ready for opening, on the evening 
of Saturday the 20th. On Monday the 22d, at daylight, the 
bombardment began from the batteries, the three monitors, 
and the ships outside as well as inside the bar. On the 23d 
the fort surrendered. 

Mobile as a port for blockade-running was thus sealed by 
the fleet holding the bay ; but the gigantic struggle going 
on in Virginia, Tennessee, and Georgia hindered for the 
time any attempt to reduce the city. That .would have with- 
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drawn from more imx)ortant fields a large force for a second- 
ary object, which was pnt off till the following spring. In 
the meantime Admiral Farragnt went north in December, 
leaving Commodore Palmer in command of the sqnadron till 
the following February, when he was relieved by Acting 
Bear- Admiral H. K. Thatcher. Palmer, however, stayed by 
his own wish nntil the city fell. 

Several streams having a common origin and commnnicat* 
ing with one another enter the head of the bay. Of these 
the chief and most western is the Mobile Biver, formed by 
the junction of the Alabama and Tombigbee. It empties by 
two principal branches, of which the western keeps the name 
Mobile, the eastern one being called Spanish Biver; the 
city of Mobile is on the west bank of the former. On the 
east side of the bay the Tensaw ' enters, also by two mouths, 
of which the western keeps the name and the eastern is 
called the Blakely Biver. The Tensaw and Spanish Bivers 
have a common mouth about a mile from the city. It is 
therefore practicable to go from the Mobile to Spanish 
Biver, and thence to the Tensaw and Blakely without enter* 
ing the bay. 

The works around the city inland were very strong, but it 
was not approached from that side. General Canby, com- 
manding the Army of the "West Mississippi, began to move 
against it in March 1865. One corps marched from Fort 
Morgan up the east side of the bay to a small stream called 
Fish Biver, where a landing was secured ; the remainder of 
the army were then brought to this point in transports. At 
the same time a column under General Steele left Pensacola, 
directing its march upon Blakely, a point near the mouth of 
the Blakely Biver on the east bank. A short distance below 

1 The Tensaw branches off from the Alabama thirty miles up, and the whole 
really forms a bayou, or delta, qr>tem. 
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Blakely was Spanish Fort, upon the defence of which the 
fate of the city turned. 

The gunboats had not hitherto crossed Dog River Bar, 
partly on account of the low water and partly because of the 
torpedoes, which were known to be thickly sowed there- 
abouts. It now became necessary for the navy to cut off 
the communication of the fort with Mobile by water, while 
the army invested it by land. On the 27th of March the fleet 
moved up and the bar was safely crossed by the double- 
ender Octorara, Lieutenant- Commander W. W. Low ; and 
the ironclads, Kickapoo, Lieutenant-Commander M. P. 
Jones ; Osage, Lieutenant-Commander William M. Gamble ; 
Milwaukee, Lieutenant-Commander James H. Gillis ; Win- 
nebago, Lieutenant-Commander W. A. Kirkland ; and Chick- 
asaw, Lieutenant-Commander George H. Perkins. They 
opened that day on the enemy's works, which were invested 
by the army the same night. 

Before and after crossing, the bay had been thoroughly 
swept for torpedoes, and it was hoped that all had been 
found ; but, unfortunately, they had not. On the 28th the 
Winnebago and Milwaukee moved up toward Spanish Fort, 
shelling a transport lying there from a distance of two miles. 
As the enemy's works were throwing far over, they were 
ordered to return to the rest of the fleet when the transport 
moved off. The Milwaukee dropped down with the current, 
keeping her head up stream, and had come within two 
hundred yards of the fleet when she struck a torpedo, on 
her port side forty feet from the stem. She sank abaft in 
three minutes, but her bow did not fill for nearly an hour. 
No one was hurt or drowned by this accident. The next day, 
the Winnebago having dragged in a fresh breeze too near 
the Osage, the latter weighed and moved a short distance 
ahead. Just as she was about to drop her anchor, a torpedo 
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exploded under the bow and she began to sink, filling almost 
immediately. Of her crew 5 were killed and 11 wounded by 
the explosion, but none were drowned. The place where this 
happened had been thoroughly swept and the torpedo was 
thought to be one that had gone, or been sent, adrift from 
above. The two vessels were in twelve feet water, so that 
the tops of the turrets remained in sight. Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Gillis, after the loss of his vessel, took command of 
a naval battery in' the siege and did good service. 

On the 1st of April the light-draught steamer Bodolph, 
having on board apparatus for raising the Milwaukee, was 
coming near the fleet when she too struck a torpedo, which 
exploded thirty feet abaft her stem and caused her to sink 
rapidly, killing 4 und wounding 11 of the crew. 

The siege lasted until the evening of the 8th of April, when 
Spanish Fort surrendered. Up to the last the enemy sent 
down torpedoes, and that night eighteen were taken from 
Blakely River. Commander Pierce Crosby, of the Meta- 
comet, at once began sweeping above, and so successfully 
that on the 10th the Octorara and ironclads were able 
to move abreast Spanish Fort and shell two earthworks, 
called Huger and Tracy, some distance above. These were 
abandoned on the evening of the 11th, when the fleet took 
possession. Commander Crosby again went on with the 
work of lifting torpedoes, removing in all over one hundred 
and fifty. The way being thus cleared, on the 12th Com- 
mander Palmer with the Octorara and ironclads moved up 
the Blakely to the point where it branches oflf from the Ten- 
saw, and down the latter stream, coming out about a mile 
from Mobile, within easy shelling distance. At the same 
time Admiral Thatcher, with the gunboats and 8,000 troops 
under General Granger, crossed the head of the bay to attack 
the city, which was immediately given up ; the Confederate 
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troops having already withdrawn. The vessels of the enemy, 
which had taken little part in the defence, had gone up the 
Tombigbee. 

The navy at once began to remove the obstructions in the 
main ship channel and lift the torpedoes, which were numer- 
ous. While doing the latter duty, two tugs, the Ida and 
Althea, and a launch of the ironclad Cincinnati were blown 
up. By these accidents 8 were killed and 5 wounded. 
The gunboat Sciota was also sunk in the same manner on 
the 14th of April, the explosion breaking the spar deck 
beams and doing much other damage. Her loss was 6 killed 
and 5 wounded. 

The rebellion was now breaking up. Lee had laid down 
his arms on the 9th, and Johnston on the 24th of April. On 
the 4th of May General Bichard Taylor surrendered the 
army in the Department of Alabama and Mississippi to 
General Canby ; and the same day Commodore Farrand de- 
livered the vessels under his command in the waters of 
Alabama to Admiral Thatcher, the officers and crews being 
paroled. Sabine Pass and Gralveston, which had never been 
retaken after their loss early in 1863, were given up on the 
25th of May and the 2d of June. 

In July, 1865, the East and West Gulf Squadrons were 
merged into one under Admiral Thatcher. Beasons of 
public policy caused this arrangement to continue until 
May, 1867, when the attempt of the French emperor to es- 
tablish an imperial government in Mexico having been given 
up, the Gulf Squadron as a distinct organization ceased to 
be. Thus ended the last of the separate fleets which the 
Civil War had called into existence. The old cruising ground 
of the Home Squadron again became a single command 
under the name, which it still retains, of the North Atlantic 
Squadron. 

11* 



BxTTBRIEa (BICBFT HOWITZERS) 


r Vessels 

ises. 


AT 


New Orleans, 


NiUKS. 


i! 


i 


sa 

1 


■i 
■4 




Is 

i 




:: 




is 


HutTurd. 
Brooklm., 






'j> 


» 






















































s^^ 





















BlTTIBIBB 


(BXCBPT HOWITZSHS) OF VbSSBLS' AT 
HARCH, 1863. 


Port Hudson, 


,™ 


Xl-fn. 
bora. 


bon. 


ix.(n. 

bore. 


bars. 


IM-pdc. 


lOO-pdr, 


ao-pdr. 




s 


■■ 


<; 




) 


' 


i 



■ The Juloon carried alao one Tl-lncli 
' The oUiec iwwb not h»vlng boon M 
buOsrle* ■* In ttis preoedlng April. 



i33 THE GULF AND IXLAND WATERS. 

Battebies ( 



»-■■■ 


1 


'i 

\ 

1 
1 




1 

a 


11 


Is 




II fl 


11 


u 




s 

6 

i 


\ 


9 


9 


t 


1 
f 








Winnebogo 




Miirtforf 

BnioHjB 

TUohmona 












Qiilmii 






PoTtRojsl 

Ootomra 



















BATTEMES (EXCBF7 HOWITZERS} OP HlBEIBSIPFI SQUADSOM, 



.„„ 


X-ln. 
"bore. 


IX-ln. 
amooUi- 


Tlll-in. 
"bore. 


83-par. 
■mooth- 
bore. 


^ 

» 


?^- 


» 














9 












































































































































































































































1 






































LllU«B<>bd.,. 






- 










i 



m In thfl leiX, pp. 16-lT, 



JANUABI, 1863. 


.„... 


m 


=1 
Pi 

r: 
5 


1 


ii 
i 

3 


1 


ii't 


1. 

Ill 

1 
i 


II 




































9 

i 


s 


I 


















I 








i 










i 








S 

















E ArUAUENT or FOBT MORQAK, HOBILE HaRBOH. 





Jhduu;, 
1BB3. 


TmS^' 


^Kttm, 


Keportof 
U.S.Ordnann 

Octolwr, 1884. 




J 
■J 

If 




l-s-' 




BS-ponndor BmoothbOia 

94-ponnder RnDoth-tKiTe 
















S4-poiinder rUe (Dihlgren). . . 

Wtaltworth (calibre S.Tl ) 

-Eifl™(«Ubren«Bi«m)... 


j 






B,6-tnchriflB 


f "™^ 






im & nptured 



w earn at (but date. ccmoenilnE nhidh CsuUIn U. D. MqAlcrter. U. s! 
— _-_,-,. J _iya that he fonndflomoohflngatlratntptmarflnaj, when he inapeotpdlhf 
w«jnuwU^i|w«ekaftertli0flurTm]derH and while Dothlne had vet beeo iliHtiirbcd. 
JunuT, UMi IB fron Rports of de^^rtera Id oflTDOS of United Btuai Iteet, vcriOcd bj 

imiiiiiilMiiin Ti Iiii 1 III iliii Ill I i[iiiiliiiiriiiiliiii The tndlcBtioaa near 

to IM flutt tba Bghtsr gnus ireia pBittall; wtEhaniwn. peibapg fac the juidwud i)» 
taanor KaUs, aod their place aappUed by heavier lutd riOEd Kims. The eatlmatf 
m the t«t gLm tor all the fotM one huikdtvd cauiAa. tnduding flank howitxenk 



I The DeKalb*! IstMry wu cAumged before tbs e 



Invanioiled M "anwCb-lMn Btpoke, doable-buided.~ 1 



INDEX. 



Alabama, the^ 108 

Albatross, the, 134 et. seq., 152, 

165 et seq. 
Alden, Gomznander James, 54, 134, 

136. 229 
Alexandria, dam built at, 203 et 

seq. 
Alice Vivian, the, U. S. transport, 

197 
Altbea, the, 249 
Apalachicola, Fla., 8 
Arkansas Post (Fort Hindman), 

120, 161 
Arkansas, the. Confederate ram, 

98 et seq.; destraction of, 105, 

119 
Arizona, the, 164. 166 et seq., 187 
Augur, General, 167 
Averett, Lieutenant, 35 

Baohe, Lieutenant Gkorge M., 121, 
147, 170, 178. 191, 197, 212 

Bacon, Lieutenant George B., 68 

Bailey, Captain Theodorus, 53, 72, 
82, 86 et seq. 

Bailey, Lieutenant-Colonel Jo- 
seph, builds a dam at Alexan- 
dria, 204 et seq. , 207 ; promoted 
to Brigadier-General, 209,211 



Baldwin, Lieutenant Charles H.,56 

Banks, General, succeeds Butler 
in Gulf Department, 109, 139, 
153; toward Alexandria, 164 
et seq., 176, 188 ; sent to 
Texas, 185 et seq , 194 et seq. ; 
on the Red River, 198 et seq., 
204 ; relieved by Canby, 211 

Baron de Kalb, the, see De Kalb. 

Batey, the, Confederate steamer, 
129, 181 

Baton Rouge, La., surrender of, 90, 
104 et seq., 109 

Batteries : Chalmette, the, 60, 83, 
85 ; McGehee, the, 60,85 

Beauregard's evacuation of Mem-* 
phis, 47 

Bell, Captain H. H., 54, 66, 77, 187 

Belmont, Mo., Union victory at, 
19,21 

Bennett, Lieutenant J. W., 220 

Benton, the, Union gunboat, 15; 
before Island No. 10, 31, 42, 44 
et seq., 47 et seq., 51, 103, 107, 
116, 123, 155 et seq. , 160 et seq., 
166, 169 et seq., 191 

Black Hawk, the, U. S. steamer, 
114, 121, 123, 191 

Blake, Lieutenant, 5 
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INDEX. 



Blockade, purpose of, 3 et seq. 

Blodgett, Lieutenant, of the Co- 
nestoga, 50 

Blue Wing, the, U. S. transport, 
120, 132 

Boggs, Commander Charles S., 
54,82 

Bois, Frank, 170 

Bowling Green, Ky., 21 

Brand, Lieutenant - Colonel, 129, 
131 

Breckenridge, General, commands 
an attack on Baton Rouge, 105 
et seq. 

Breese, Lieutenant-Commander K. 
R., 163, 168, 191 

Brent, Major J. L. (afterward 
Colonel), 129, 131, 201 (note) 
et seq. 

Brooklyn, IT. S. sloop, 53 et seq., 
76 et seq., 83, 85, 90, 94 et seq., 
104, 228 et seq., 237, 244 (note) 

Brown, Commander Isaac N., 99 
et seq. 

Brown, Lieutenant-Commander 
George, of the Indianola, 126, 
128 et seq., 229 

Biowne, Lieutenant G. W., 191 

Bryant, Lieutenant N. C, of the 
Cairo, 42 

Buchanan, Admiral Franklin. 220, 
235 et seq., 239 et seq. ; wound- 
ed, 242 et seq. 

Buchanan, Lieutenant-Command- 
er, 109 
Baell, Major-General. 37 et seq. 
Bumham, Captain A.H., 220 (note) 
Bumside, General, 183 
Butler, General B. F., at New Or- 
leans, 85, 87; succeeded by 
General Banks in Department 
of Gulf, 109 



Cairo, HI., 9et seq. 

Cairo, the. Union gunboat, 14, 42, 
48.117 

Caldwell, Lieutenant C. H. B., 54, 
66 et seq.; before New Or- 
leans, 72 et seq., 133, 168 

Calhoun, the. Confederate gun- 
boat, 40, 109, 164 

Canal, cut by Pope, 81 ; around 
Vicksburg, 141 

Canby, General, conmiands De- 
partment of West Mississippi, 
211, 225, 246, 249 

Carondelet, the. Union gunboat, 
14, 21, 24; before Donelson, 
26 et seq. ; her passage to New 
Madrid in timnder-storm, 32 
et seq., 36, 42, 44 et seq., 48, 
51 ; fights with the Arkansas, 
99 et seq.; losses on, 102, 123, 
147, 154 et seq., 157, 160. 168, 
170, 191, 194, 207. 215 et seq. 

Cayuga, U. S. gunboat, 53 et seq., 
72 et seq., 80, 82 et seq., 85, 105 

Chickasaw, the, 226 et seq., 229, 
242 et seq., 245, 247 

ChiQicothe, the U. S. vessel, 111 , 
et seq. . 123, 142 et seq., 145 et 
seq., 191, 194 et seq., 207 

Choctaw, the, U. S. vessel. 111, 
113, 163, 172, 177, 192 

Churchill, General, surrenders to 
McClemand, 122 

Cincinnati, the, Union gunboat, 
1-i, 21 et seq., 42 et seq., 103, 
120 et seq., 147 ; loss of, 170, 
172, ]';7et seq., 249 

Clifton, the, U. S. gunboat, 55 et 
seq., 95 et seq., 164, 187 

Collins, John, 233 

Colorado, flag-ship, 5, 58, 57 

Columbus, Ky., fortified by Con* 
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federates, 11, 18, 21 ; fall of, 
28 et seq. 
Conestoga, the. Union gunboat, 

12, 18, 21, 27, 50 
Confederate navy, commanded by 
Hollins, 40; fourteen river 
steamboats seized for, 41 et 
seq.; spirited attack by, 43 et 
seq.; ten vessels before New 
Orleans, 60 et seq.; condemna- 
tion of, 84 et seq. 
Cooke, Commander A. P., 164 
Comay, Captain, 202 (note) 
Comyu, Colonel, 182 
Corpus Christi, Texas, 108 
Cotton, the. Confederate steamer, 

109 
Couthony, Lieutenant S. P., 191 
Covington, the, 182, 209 et seq. 
Cox, General, 183 
Craven, Captain Thomas T., 54 ; 
commands a fleet from New 
Orleans, 90, 96; heroic death 
of, 231 
Craven, Commander T. A. M., 229 
Cricket, the, 178, 191 et seq., 195, 

199 et seq. 
Crocker, Lieutenant Frederick, 187 
Crosby, Lieutenant Pierce, 54« 66, 

248 
Cummings, A. Boyd, 136 
Curtis, General, 49, 107 

Dahloren, Acting-Master C. B., 
172 

Dana, General, 188 

Davis, Captain Charles H., 40, 47, 
49 ; made flag-officer, 51 ; in the 
Yazoo, 97 et seq. ; follows the 
Arkansas, 102 et seq. ; arranges 
an expedition, 107 ; relieved in 
conmiand, 110 



Davis, Jefferson, 131 

De Camp, Commander John, 54, 89 

Defiance, the, Confederate vessel, 
85 

DeKalb, the, U. S. ironclad, 118, 
120 et seq., 142, 145 et seq., 
169, 171, 177. See the St 
Louis. 

De Soto, the, 126 et seq. 

Donaldson, Lieutenant Edward, 
54, 229 

Donelson, Fort, see Fort Donelson. 

Doubloon, the. Confederate steam- 
er, 81 

Dove, Commander, of the Louis- 
ville, 27 

Dra^^ton, Captain Percival, 229 
240 

Duncan, Greneral, 60, 88 

Dunnington, Colonel, surrenders 
to Admiral Porter, 122 

Eads, James B., 12 

Eastport, the. Confederate gun- 
boat, 24 et seq., 191 et seq., 
198 et seq., 203 

Elfin, the, 214 

Ellet, Colonel Charles, jr., 46 et 
seq., 119 (note). 

Ellet, Colonel Charles Rivers, 119, 
124 et seq. ; rashness of, 127 et 
seq., 140 

Ellet, Lieutenant-Colonel A. W., 
of the Monarch, 48, 97, 103, 
122 ; reckless daring of, 140 

Ellet, Lieutenant-Colonel John A., 
140 

Emory, Greneral, 195 

Enoch Train, the. Confederate 
ram, 5 et seq. 

Era No. 5, the, 127 et seq. 

Erben, Lieutenant Henry, 42 
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EsMX, the, 15, 21 ; disaster to, 23 
e^seq., 103, 105, 183, 135, 167 
etseq., 190 

Estrella, the, 109, 164 et seq., 188 



Fairplat, the, 215 

Farragut, Flag-0fi5cer David G., 
commands the Western Gulf 
Blockading Squadron, 8, 35 et 
seq. ; before New Orleans, 40, 
42 ; at Vicksburg, 51 et seq., 54, 
62 ; prompt action of, 86, 90 et 
seq. ; in the Yazoo, 97 et seq., 
101 et seq. ; on the Gulf, 107 et 
seq., 124, 126; moves up the 
river, 133 et seq. ; his advice 
respecting the EUet family, 
139 et seq., 144 ; Porter com- 
municates with, 151 et seq., 
158 ; m the Red Biver, 164 et 
seq. ; returns to Gulf, 174, 183, 
187; resumes command, 218, 
221 ; begs for co-operation, 
223, 226 et seq. ; in action, 232 
et seq. ; his attack on the Ten- 
nessee, 240 et seq. ; goes North, 
246 

Fawn, the, 212 et seq. 

Featherstone, brigade of, 149 

Ferguson, Colonel, 148 et seq. 

Fitch, Colonel, 50 

Fitch, Lieutenant-Commander Le 
Boy, 180 et seq., 213 et seq. 

Foote, Flag-Officer A. H., 15 et 
seq. ; his views on manning 
ships, 17 et seq. ; promotion 
of, 20 et seq. ; returns to 
Cairo, 24 et seq. ; wounded, 
28, 31, 35 et seq.; at Fort 
Pillow, 39 et seq. 

Forest Queen, the, 155, 157 



Forest Rose, the, 123, 141 et seq., 

171 
Forrest, General, 181, 214 
Forrest, Lieutenant Moreao, 213, 

216 
Fort Donelson, Ky., 23; plan of 

attack on, 25 et seq., 90, 161, 

180 
Fort Henry, Ky., expedition 

against, 21 et seq., 161^ 180 
Fort Hindman, see Arkansas Post. 
Fort Hindman, the, 191 et seq., 

194 et seq., 199 et seq., 206 et 

seq. 
Fort Jackson, 58 et seq., 63, 66, 

69 et seq., 76, 78 et seq., 87, 89 
Fort McBae, 8 
Fort Pickens, 8 
Fort Pillow, 81, 89 et seq. ; force 

at, 42 et seq., 45 
Fort St. Philip, 58, 60, 62 et seq., 

69, 72, 75 et seq., 78 et seq., 

87 et seq. 
Fort Sumter, 144 
Foster, Lieutenant - Commander 

Joseph P., 142, 191 
Franklin, General, 187, 190, 194 et 

seq., 204 
Fremont, General, 17 et seq. 
Fry, Captain Joseph, 50 
Fulton, the, U. S. ram, 143 



Gabaudau, Mr., 153 

Gaines, the. Confederate gunboat, 

220, 239 
Galena, the, 229, 236 244 (note) 
Galveston, Tex., 3, 8 ; disaster at, 

108 et seq., 188, 249 
Gamble, Lieutenant - Commander 

WiUiamM.,247 
GazeUe, the, 191 
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Greneral Beauregard, the, Confed- 
erate ram, 47 et seq. 

General Bragg, the, Confederate 
ram, 4:S, 47; capture of, 49, 

101, 107, 116 

General Lovell, the. Confederate 
ram, 47 et seq. 

Greneral Price, the, Confederate 
ram, 44, 47 et seq., 155 et seq., 
166, 170 

Greneral Quitman, the, Confeder- 
ate vessel, 61, 84 

Gtener&l Busk, Confederate steam- 
er, 8 

Greneral Sumter, the, Confederate 
ram, 44, 47; capture of, 49, 

102, 105 

Greneral Thompson, the. Confed- 
erate ram, 47 ; destruction of, 
49 

General Van Dorn, the. Confed- 
erate ram, 44, 47, 49 

Genesee, the, 134 et seq. 

Gherardi, Lieutenant-Commander 
Bancroft, 229 

Gillis, Lieutenant - Commander 
James H., 247 

Gilmore, Theodore, 33 

GUde, the, 122 et seq. 

Gorman, General, 122 

Gorringe, Master H. H., 191, 200 

Governor Moore, the. Confeder- 
ate vessel, 61, 81 et seq. 

Grand Era, the. Confederate ten- 
der, 129 

Grand Gulf, 11, 163 et seq. 

Granger, General, 84, 215, 227, 
245, 248 

Granite City, the, 187 et seq. 

Grant, Captain of the Greneral 
Quitman, 61, 84 (note) 

Grant, Greneral U. S., commands 



military district about Cairo, 
18 et seq. ; at Fort Donelson, 
25 et seq. ; at Pittsburg Land- 
ing, 36 et seq. ; at Vicksburg, 
123 et seq., 139; orders the 
levee cut, 141, 153, 157, 161; 
at Grand Gulf, 163, 168 et 
seq., 172, 176, 178 ; directions 
to Steele, 190, 211 
Greene, Lieutenant-Commander 

Charles H., 229 
Greene, Greneral Thomas, 197 
Greer, Lieutenant - Commander 

James A. , 155, 191 
Gregory, Acting-Master, 43 
Guest, Lieutenant John, 56 
Gunboats, contract for seven, 
given to Eads, 12 et seq. ; de- 
lay in equipping for lack of 
money, 15 
Gwin, Lieutenant, of the Tyler, 
21 ; invaluable service at Pitts- 
burg Landing, 28 et seq. ; 87 
et seq. ; in the Yazoo, 99 ; 
mortally wounded, 118 et seq. 

Haines's Bluff, 119, 148 

Halleck, Greneral, his orders un- 
satisfactory to Captain Foote, 
16 et seq., 25 ; orders to Foote, 
23; withdraws Pope's forces 
from Fort Pillow, 40, 49, 91, 
186, 189 

Hamilton, Lieutenant William, 
242 (note) 

Harding, Colonel, 180 

Hart, Lieutenant-Commander, 
John E., 134, 165 et seq. 

Harrell, Lieutenant A. D. , 56 

Harriet Lane, the, U. S. gunboat, 
55 et seq., 88, 94 et seq., 108 

Harrison, cavalry of, 197 
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Harrison, Commander George W., 

220 
Harrison, Lientenant Napoleon B., 

54 
Hartford, the, XT. S. flag-ship, 52 

et seq., 68, TO, 77, 85, 90, 134 

et seq., 139, 151 et seq., 165, 

228 et seq., 231 et seq., 236, 

238 et seq. 
Hastings, the, U. B. transport, 

197 
Hatteras, the, 108 
Helena, Ark., 49etBeq., 110, 116 
Henry Clay, the, 155, 157 
Henry, Fort, see Fort Henry. 
Herron, General, 177 
Hickman, Ky., fortified by Con- 
federates, 11, 18, 29 et seq. 
Higgins, Colonel, 60, 65 ; condemns 

Mitchell's course, 70 et seq., 

87, 155 (note) 
Hill, plantation of, 148, 150 et seq. 
Hoel, Lieutenant William R., 33 

147, 155, 160, 191 
HoUins, Commodore George N., 

7, 35 ; commands Confederate 

navy, 40 et seq. 
Hood, General, 213, 215 et seq. 
Hospital fleet, at Pilot Town, 57 
Howard, Lieutenant Samuel, 191 
Huger, Thomas B., mortally 

wounded, 83 
Hurlburt, General, 37; report of, 

39 

Ida, the, 249 

Illinois, her devotion to the Union, 
9 

Illinois, regiment of : Forty- 
second, 32 

Imperial, the, 173 

Indianola, the, U. S. vessel. 111 et 



seq., 123, 126, 128 et seq., 152, 

165 
Iowa, regiment of : Twenty-third, 

176 
Iroquois, the, IT. S. corvette, 54, 

77 et seq., 83, 89, 94 et seq. 
Island No. 10, 28 et seq., 81 et 

seq. ; surrender of, 84 ; disap- 

peiwanoe of, 36, 39 et seq., 

124 
Itasca, the, IT. S. gunboat, 54, 66 et 

seq., 71 et seq., 77, 79, et seq., 

90,229 
Ivy, the, Confederate gunboat, 40, 

166 

Jackson, Fort, see Fort Jackson. 
Jackson, the. Confederate gunboat, 

40, 61, 81 
Jackson, the, IT. S. gunboat, 55 et 

seq., ^ 
Jenkins, Captain Thornton A., 

184, 227, 229, 235 
Johnson, Acting-Master Amos, 67 
Johnson, Master J. V., 32 
Johnston, Commander J. D., 223, 

239; surrenders, 243 et seq., 

249 
Jones, Acting-Master Edmund, 67, 

72 et seq. 
Jones, Lieutenant-Commander M. 

P., 247 
Jouett, Lieutenant James E., bums 

schooner Royal Tacht, 8, 229, 

233, 239, 242 (note) 
JuUet, the, 123, 199, 201 et seq. 

Katahdin, the, IT. S. gunboat, 

54, 73, 95, 105 
Kennebec, U. S. gunboat, 54, 77, 

80, 95, 229, 237, 244 (note) 
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Kennon, Beverley, of the Governor 

Moore, 61 ; encounter with the 

Yarona, 81 et seq. 
Kentucky, neutrality of, 17 
Key West, description of, 1 
Key West, the, 214 
Kickapoo, the, 247 
Kilby, Commander A. H., 42, 50 
Kimberley, Captain, 240 (note) 
Kineo, U. S. gunboat, 54, 73, 76 et 

seq., 85, 105, 1S4 et seq., 183 
King, Lieutenant, 214 et seq. 
Kinsman, the, 109 
Kirkland, Lieutenant-Commander 

W. A., 247 



Lackawanna, the, 228 et seq., 
237, 240 et seq., 244 (note) 

Lafayette, the, U. S. vessel, 111, 
113, 155 et seq., 160 et seq., 
166, 191 et seq. 

Lancaster, the, 102, 140 

Laogthorne, Lieutenant A. R., 191 

Lee, Admiral B. PhiUips, 54, 82, 
90, 211, 216 et seq. 

Lee, General Robert E., 249 

Le Boy, Commander WUliam R, 
229, 243 et seq. 

Lexington, the. Union gunboat, 12, 
18 et seq., 24, 28, 37 et seq., 50, 
121, 178 et seq., 191, 193 et 
seq., 197 et seq., 206 

LiddeU, General, 197 

Lincoln, President A., 94 (note) 

Linden, the, 123, 171 

Lioness, the, U. S. ram, 107, 119, 
123,143 

Little Rebel, the, 47; taken into 
Union fleet, 49 

Livingston, the, Confederate gun- 
boat, 40 



Lord, Lieutenant, 210 

Loring, General, 145 

Louisiana, the. Confederate vessel, 

61, 69 et seq., 79 et seq., 85 et 

seq., 88 
LouisviUe, the, Union gunboat, 14 ; 

injury sustained by, 27, 51, 103, 

120 et seq., 147, 151, 155 et 

seq., 160, 191, 194, 207 
Lovell, Colonel, 84 (note) 
Lovell, Greneral, 41 et seq. ; at New 

Orleans, 59 et seq., 81 
Low, Lieutenant-Commander W. 

W., 247 



McCann, Lieutenant-Commander 
William P., 229 

McClemand, General, 20, 116; at 
Vicksburg, 120 et seq. 

MoCloskey, Captain, 129 

McCulloch, General, 176 

McGunnegle, Lieutenant, 46 (note)) 
48,50 

Mcintosh, Captain, 88 

McKean, Flag-Officer W. W., suc- 
ceeds Mervine, 5; commands 
an indecisive affair in Pensa- 
cola Bay, 8 ; at Ship Island, 
52 

MoKinstry, Captain J. P., 184, 137 

Macomb, Commander William H., 
134 

McRae, Fort, see Fort MoRae. 

McRae, the. Confederate gunboat, 
40, 61, 83 et seq. 

Maitland, pilot, 201 et seq. 

Manassas, the. Confederate ram, 
61, 75, 78, 83, 84 (note), 100 

Manhattan, the, 226 et seq., 229, 
232, 242 et seq., 245 

Marchand, Captjtin John B., 229 
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Marmora, the, U. S. gnnboat, 
117, 123, 142, 178 

Manrepas, the, Oonfederate gun- 
boat, 40 

Memphis, Tenn., 47 et seq.; sur- 
render of, 49 

Mervine, Flag-Officer William, 4 
et seq. 

Metacomet, the, 229, 282 et seq., 
288 et seq.. 242 (note), 244 
(note), 248 

Mexico, Gulf of, 1 et seq. 

Miami, the, U. S. gunboat, 55 et 
seq.. 87, 95 

Milwaukee, the, 247 et seq. 

Mississippi, doubtful allegiance of, 
9 

Mississippi River, Qovemment^s 
object in entering, 8; Union 
humiliation in, 5 et seq.; de- 
scription of, 9 et seq. ; import- 
ance of controlling, 11 et seq.; 
successes on, 23 et seq.; en- 
counter between gunboats on, 
43; Coufederate rams, 43 et 
seq.; Oonfederate fleet con- 
quered, 49 et seq. ; naval forces 
from Gulf and upper river 
meet in, 51 ; obstructions in, 
64 et seq.; cleared by Cald- 
well, 68 et seq. ; nnhealthiness 
of, 104 ; controlled by Confed- 
erates from Vicksburg to Port 
Hudson, 106; change of com- 
manders in, 110 ; successes and 
disasters in, 125 et seq.; open 
from Cairo to Gulf, 173 

Mississippi, the, tonnage of, 54, 71, 
73 et seq., 76, 83, 86, 134, 137 
et seq. 

Missouri, doubtful allegiance of, 9 

Missouri, the, U. S. ship, 138 



Mitchell, Commander, 61, 69 et 

seq., 88 
Mitchell, Lieutenant-Commander 

J. G., 191 
Mobile, Ala., 3, 218 et seq. 
Monarch, Union ram, 48 et seq., 

107, 122 et seq. 
Monongahela, the, 184 et seq., 184, 

188, 229, 237, 240 et seq., 244 

(note) 
Montgomery, Captain, 41 et seq., 

47 
Moose, the, 188 
Morgan, General J. H., daring raid 

of, 182 
Morgan, Lieutenant, 210 
Morgan, the, Confederate gunboat, 

220,239 
Morning Light, the, 108 
Morris, Captain H. W., 54 
Morton, Acting-Master Gilbert, 

215 
Mosher, the, Confederate tug, 61, 

76 
Mound City, the. Union gunboat, 

14 et seq., 42, 44 et seq. ; ca- 
tastrophe to, 50, 107, 123, 147, 

155 et seq., 160, 162, 168, 170, 

191, 194, 207 
Mullany, Commander J. R. M., 

229, 238 
Murphy, Lieutenant J. M., 147, 

149, 155 
Murphy, Lieutenant P. M., 220 

Napoleon III., unfriendly atti- 
tude toward the United States, 
1&5, 249 
Natchez, surrender of, 90 
Naumkeag, the, 212 et seq. 
Naval, operations, extent of, 1 
Nelson, General, 37 et seq. 
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Neosho, the, 191, 194 et seq., 200, 
202 et seq., 206 et seq., 216 

New Madrid, Mo., 29; taken by 
Pope, 30 et seq. 

New Orleans, 2, 59 et seq. ; bom- 
bardment of, 69 et Beq. ; sur- 
render of, 86 et seq. 

Niagara, the, 8 

Nichols, Lieutenant Ed. T., 54 

Nicholson, Commander J. W. A., 
229 

Nields, Ensign H. C, 288 et seq. 

OcTOBARA, the, U. S. steamer, 95, 

97, 229, 244 (note), 247 et seq. 
Oneida, the, U. S. corvette, 54, 73, 

76, 81 et seq., 94, 96, 229, 284 

et seq., 238, 244 (note) 
Osage, the, 191 et seq., 194 et seq., 

197, 199, 202, 206 et seq., 247 
Ossipee, the, 229, 237, 240, 243 et 

seq. 
Ouachita, the, 191, 193 
Owasco, the, U. S. gunboat, 55, 

95,188 
Owen, Lieutenant-Commander E. 

K, 121, 147, 155, 191 
Ozark, the, 191, 194, 206 et seq. 

Paducah, Ky., seized by Grant, 

18,21 
Palmer, Captain James S., of the 

Iroquois, 95 ; of the Hartford, 

134 
Palmer, Commodore of the Hart- 
ford, 167 ; left in command, 

246,248 
Parker, Commodore Foxhall A., 

240 (note) 
Paulding, Lieutenant, of the St. 

Louis, 21 ; before Donelson, 27 
Pearce, Lieutenant John, 191, 200 



Pendergrast, Flag-Ofi&cer G. J., 

commands Home Squadron, 4 
Pennock, Captain Alexander M., 

179,211 
Pensacola Navy Yard, 3, 5, 8, 52, 

60, 90, 107, 227 et seq., 242 

(note), 246 
Pensacola, the, U. S. vessel, 53 

et seq., 73, 75, et seq., 78, 85, 

100 (note) 
Perkins, Lieutenant-Commander 

George H., 229, 242 (note), 247 
Petrel, the, U. S. steamer, 142 et 

seq., 171 
Phelps, Lieutenant-Commanding 

S. L., of the Conestoga, 18, 21, 

24 et seq., 28 ; of the Benton, 

42; commands an expedition 

from Helena, 107, 179, 182; at 

Grand Ecore, 195, 198, 200 et 

seq. 
Pickens, Fort, see Fort Pickens. 
Pierce, Captain, 129 
Pillow, Fort, see Fort Pillow. 
Pinola, the, U. S. gunboat, 54, 66 

et seq., 71, 77 et seq., 80 et 

seq., 95 
Pittsburg Landing, 36 et seq. 
Pittsburg, the. Union gunboat, 15, 

27, 34, 42, 44, 117, 123, 147, 

155, 157, 160 et seq., 166, 191, 

194,207 
Point of Rocks, 158, 161 
Polk, the. Confederate gunboat, 40 
Ponchartrain, the. Confederate 

gunboat, 40, 50 
Pope, General, at New Madrid, SO 

et seq., 34, 30 ; at Fort Pillow, 

39 et seq. 
Porter, Admiral David D., 58, 79, 

85, 87 ; relieves Captain Davis, 

110 ; his orders to Walke, 116 ; 
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Oolond Dnxmington Borren- 
ders to, 122 et teq. ; sacoess 
and disasters in Mississippi, 
126 et seq. ; hopes frustrated, 
182, 139et seq. ; undertakes to 
reach the Yazoo, 147 et seq. ; 
before Vicksburg, 154, 158, 
161 ; at Grand Gulf, 163, 165 
et seq. ; assumes command of 
river, 174 ; inaugurates raids, 
177, 179, 189 et seq. ; in the 
Red River, 194 et seq., 200 et 
seq., 204 ; at Red River Dam, 
206 ; relieved by Porter, 211 

Porter, Commander William D., 
15, 21,23,88, 90 et seq., 94; 
ordered to Hampton Roads, 
97, 103 et seq. 

Port Hudson, 11, 173 

Port Royal, the, 229 

Portsmouth, the, U. S. sloop, 80, 
87 

Preble, Lieutenant George H., 54 

Preble, the, sailing sloop, 5, 7 

Prentiss, General, 176 

Princess Royal, the, 183 

Pritchett, Lieutenant - Command- 
er, 175 et seq. 

Queen City, the, 212 et seq. 

Queen of the West, Union ram, 48, 
et seq,, 84 (note) ; "lives to 
fight another day," 99 et seq., 
103 et seq., 117, 123 et seq., 
140, 1.51, 105 

Ramsat, Lieutenant'Commander 

F. M., 163, 172 
Ransom, Lieutenant George M., C4 

Rattler, the, 121 et seq., 142 et 
seq., 145 



Bead, Abner, 184 

Reed, Acting-Master J. F., 173 

Reynolds, Master, 44 

Richmond, steam sloop, 5 et seq. ; 
54, 77, 90, 94 et seq.; 184 
et seq., 188, 153, 167, 217, 227 
etseq., 232 et seq., 237, 244 
(note) 

River Defence Fleet, 42 et seq., 47, 
49, 60 et seq., 81, 84 et seq. 

Roberts, Colonel, 82 

Rob Roy, the, 197 

Rodgers, Commander John, 12; 
relieved by Captain Foote, 16 

Rodolph, the, 248 

Roe, Lieutenant, 75 

Royal Yacht, Confederate schoon- 
er, 8 

Romeo, the, 123, 142 et seq. 

Russell, Lieutenant J. H., 5, 54 



Sabine Pass, 106 

Sachem, the, U. S. schooner, 87, 
187 

St. Charles, 50 ct seq. 

St. Clair, the, 181 

St. Louis, the. Union gunboat, 15, 
21; injury sustained by, 27, 
42, 45, 48, 50 et seq., 118, 177. 
See the DeKalb. 

Sfc. PhiUp, Fort, see Fort St. 
PhiUp. 

Samson, the, U. S. ram, 107, 114 

Santee, U. S. frigate, 7 et seq., 
42 

Schofield, General, 215 

Sciota, the, U. S. gunboat, 54, 77 
et seq., 95, 249 

Selfridge, Lieutenant-Command- 
ing, 117, 173, 177 et seq., 191, 
197 et seq. 
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Selma, the, Confederate funboftt, 
230,289 

Seminole^ the, 229 

Shepperd, Ideutenant, F. E. 145 

Sherman, Creneral W. T., at 
Haines's Bluff, 119; directed 
to support Porter, 148, 150 et 
seq., 163, 168, 170, 178 ; con- 
fers with Banks, 189 et seq., 
at Alexandria, 208, 225 

Sherman, of the tug Mosher, 77 

Shirk, Lieutenant J. W., of the 
Lexington, 21 ; gallant ser- 
vice at Pittsburg Landing, 
87 et seq. ; at Memphis, 50, 
155, 218 et seq. 

Ship Island, 52 

Signal, the, U. S. gunboat, 117, 
123, 142, 171, 207, 210 

Silver Wave, the, U. S. transport, 
155 

Smith, Colonel Giles A., 150 

Smith, Commander Melanoton, 54, 
134, 138 

Smith, General A. G., 190, 192 et 
seq., 211 

Smith, General M. L., 69 

Smith, General T. Kilby, 194, 196 
et seq. 

Smithland, Ky., seized by Grant, 
18 

Smith, Lieutenant Albert N. , 54 

Smith, Lieutenant - Commander 
Watson, 121, 143 

Sproston, Lieutenant. 5 

Squadron, Atlantic, 4, 249 

Squadron, East Gulf, 8, 249 

Squadron, Home, 4, 249 

Squadron, Mississippi, 55, 107, 211, 
216 et seq. 

Squadron, Western Oulf Block- 
ading, 8, 52, 187, 249 



Sqttftdffoa, West India, 4 

Squires, Captain, 60 

Star of the West, the, 144 

Steele, General, 168, 189 et seq., 
212,246 

Stembel, Commander, of tiie Lex- 
ingtpn, 18 et seq., 21 ; of the 
Cincinnati, 42; dangerously 
shot,,44 

Stephenson, Captain, 61 

Stevens, Commander Thomas H., 
229,282,288 

Stevens, Lieutenaoi, 105 

Stevenson, General, 182 

Stonewall Jackson, the. Confed- 
erate vessel, 81 «t seq. 

Str^igham, Flag-OfBcer, com- 
mands Atlantic Squadron, 4 

Strong, Captain James H., 188, 
239,237 

Sninter, Fort, see Fort Sumter. 

Switzerland, the. Union ram, 49, 
128, 140, 151 et seq., 166 et seq. 

TALL4HA88KB, Fla., 8 

Tawah, the, 214 

Taylor, General Richard, 129, 164, 

167 ; engages a negro brigade, 

176 et seq., 2-19 
Tecumseh, the, 236 et seq., 244 

(note) 
Tennessee, the, Confederate ram, 

220 et seq., 281, 286 et seq., 

240 et seq. 
Terry, Lieutenant-Commander 

Edward, 167 
Thatcher, Master Charles. 191 
Thatcher, Rear- Admiral H. K., 

246, 248 et seq. 
Theron, Monraeur, French Consul 

in Texas, 185 et seq. 
Thomas, General, 216 
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ThomaSf laeutenant-Commuider 

N. W., 187 
Thompson, Lieutenant R, of the 

Pittsbnrg, 27, 43 
Tilghman, Greneral, surrenders 

Fort Henry to Union fleet, 23 
Tinclada, description of, 110 
Tiptonville, Tenn., 39 ct seq., 85 
Todd, Captain, 94 (note) 
Torpedoes, 117, 224 
Townsend, Captain, 41 
Townsend, Commander Robert, 190 
Tusoombia, the, U.S. vessel, 111 et 

seq., 155, 157, 160 et seq., 168 
Tyler, the, Union gunboat, 13, 19 

et seq., 24, 37 et seq., 87 et 

seq., 99 et seq., 128, 175, 213 

et seq. 

Undine, the, 214 

United States Navy, anomalous 
position of, 17, 20 et seq. ; sev- 
enteen vessels in, and their 
tonnage, 54; six gunboats, 55 
et seq. ; tinclads, 110 et seq. 

Varuna, U. S. corvette, 64 et 
seq., 73, 81 et seq. 

Velocity, the, 108 

Vicksburg, Miss., 11, 51, 90 et seq. ; 
description, 93 et seq. ; sur- 
render of, 173 

Vicksburg, the, 125, 151 

Vincennes, the, sailing-sloop, 5 et 
seq. 

Virginia, the, 188 

Virginius, the. Confederate steam- 
er, 50 

Wade, Colonel, 163 
Wain Wright, Commander Richard, 
54 



Wainwright, Lieutenant Jonathan 

M., of the Harriet Lane, 56 
Walke, Commander Henry, of the 
Tyler, 19 et seq. ; oommands 
the Carondelet, 26 ; his gallant 
passage down the river, 82 et 
seq., 42; in the Yazoo, 99 et 
seq. ; at Helena, 110 ; in tho 
Yazoo, 116 et seq., 139," 15.5 ; 
at Alexandria, 166 et seq. 

Walker, General, 193 

Walker, Lieutenant-Commander 
John G., 118, 121 et seq., 143, 
169, 171 ; sent to Yazoo City, 
177 

Warley, Lieutenant A. F., com- 
mands the Enoch Train, 5, 
61, 84 (note) 

Warner, the, 209 et seq. 

Water Witch, the, steamer, 5, 7 

Watson, captain. 201 

Waiters, Lieutenant-Commander 
John, 134, 183 

Weaver, Lieutenant-Commander, 
183 

Webb, the. Confederate gunboat, 
128 et seq., 217 

Welles, Secrettuy of Navy, 88 

Wells, Lieutenant • Commander 
Clark H., 229 

Westfield, the, U. S. gunboat, 55 
. et seq., 95, 108 

Wharton, General, 181 

Wharton, Lieutenant, 231 

Wheeler, General, 181 

Williams, General, at Baton Rouge 

104 et seq. 
I Wilson, Charles, 33 
I Wilson, Lieutenant Byron, of the 
Mound City, 147, 1.5.5, 191 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel James 
H., 142 et seq. 
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Winona, the, U. 8. gunboat, 54, 

77, 80, 95, 183 
Winnebago, the, 226 et seq., 229, 

232. 234, 238, 242 et seq., 247 
Winslow, Lieutenant Francis, 

holds his gronnd in Water 

Witch, 7 
Wisconsin, regiment of: Fourth, 

204 
Wissahickon, the, U. S. gunboat, 

54, 73, 76, 85, 90, 95 



Woods, Colonel, 107 
Woodworth, Lieutenant Selim 

£., 56, 155 et seq. 
Woolsey, Oonimander, 183 



Yankee, the, Confederate gun- 
boat, 18 

Yazoo Valley, description of, 115 
et seq., 141 etaeq. 



THE NAVY IN THE CIVIL WAR. 



np" HE WORK OF THE NAVY m the Sappression of the Rebellion was 
-*■ certainly not less remarkable than that of the Army. The same forces 
which developed from our volunteers some of the finest bodies of soldiers in 
military history, were shown quite as wonderfully in the quick growth — almost 
creation— of a Navy, which was to cope, for the first time, with the problems of 
modern warfare. The facts that the Civil War was the first great conflict in 
which steam was the motive power of ships ; that it was marked by the introduc* 
tion of the ironclad ; and that it saw, for the first time, the attempt to blockade 
such a vast length of hostile coast — will make it an epoch for the technical 
student everywhere. For Americans, whose traditions of powers at sea are 
among their strongest, this side of the four years struggle has an interest fully 
equal to the other — perhaps even with the added element of romance that always 
belongs to sea fighting. 

But while the Army has been fortunate in the number and character of those 
who have contributed to its written history, the Navy has been comparatively 
without annalists. During a recent course of publications on the military opera- 
tions of the war, the publishers were in constant receipt of letters pointing out 
this fact, and expressing the wish that a complete naval history of the four 
years might be written by competent hands. This testimony was hardly needed 
to suggest the want ; but it was a strong encouragement to ask the co-operation 
of naval officers in supplying it. An effort made in this direction restdted in 
the cordial adoption and carying out of plans by which Messrs. Charles 
Scribnbr's Sons are enabled to publish a work of the highest authority and 
interest, covering this entire field, in the following three volumes, giving the 
whole narrative of Naval Operations from z86z to 1865. 

I.— The Blockade and the Cruisers. 

By Professor J. Russell Soley, U. S. Navy. 

H.—The Atlantic Coast. 

By Rear- Admiral Daniel Ammen, U. S. Navy. 

III.—The Qulf and Inland Waters. 

By Commander A. T. Mahan, U. S. Navy. 



The Volumes are uniform in size with the Series of ** Cam- 
paigns of the Civil War," and contain maps and diagrams 
prepared under the direction of the authors. 



JPHee per volume ^ $lfiO. 

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, Publishers, 
743 AND 745 Broadway, New York. 



Messrs. CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 

publish, under the general title of 

The campaigns of the CIVIL WAR, 

A Series of volumes, contributed by a number of leading 
actors in and students of the great conflict of i86i-*65, with 
a view to bringing together, for the first time, a full and 
authoritative military history of the suppression of the 
Rebellion. __^ 

The final and exhaustive form of this great narrative, m which every 
doubt shaU be settled and every detail covered, may be a possibility 
only of the future. But it is a matter for surprise that twenty years 
after the beginning of the Rebellion, and when a whole generation 
has grown up needing such knowledge, there is no authority which is 
at the same time of the highest rank, intelligible and trustworthy, and 
to which a reader can turn for any general view of the field. 

The many reports, regimental histories, memoirs, and other materi- 
als of value for special passages, require, for their intelligent reading, 
an ability to combine and proportion them which the ordinarv reader 
does not possess. There have been no attempts at general histories 
which have supplied this satisfactorily to any large part of the public. 
Undoubtedly there has been no such narrative as would be especially 
welcome to men of the new generation, and would be valued by a very 
great class of readers ; — and there has seemed to be great danger that 
the time would be allowed to pass when it would be possible to give 
to such a work the vividness and accuracy that come from personal 
recollection. These facts led to the conception of the present work. 

From every department of the Government, from the officers of the 
army, and from a great number of custodians of records and special infor- 
mation everywhere, both authors and publishers have received every aid 
that could be asked in this undertaking ; and in announcing the issue of 
the work the publishers take this occasion to convey the thanks which 
the authors have had individual opportunities to express elsewhere. 

The volumes are duodecimos of about 250 pages each, 
illustrated by maps and plans prepared under the direction 
of the authors. 

The price of each volume is $1.00. 

The following volumes are now ready: 

l.-'The Outbreak of Bebellion, By John G. Nicolay, 
Esq., Private Secretary to President Lincoln; late Consul- 
General to France, etc. 

A preliminary volume, describing the opening of the war, and covering the 
period trom the election of Lincoln to the end of the first battle of Bull Run. 



II,^Frofn Fort Henry to Corinth. By the Hon. M. 
F. Force, Justice of tne Superior Court, Cincinnatti; late 
Brigadier- General and Bvt. Maj. Gen'l, U.S.V., commanding 
First Division, 17th Corps: in 1862, Lieut. Colonel of the 
20th Ohio, commanding the regiment at Shiloh ; Treasurer of 
ihe Society of the Army of the Tennessee. 

The narrative of events in the West from the Summer of 1861 to May, 1863 ; 
covering the capture of Fts. Henry and Donelson, the Battle of Shiloh^ etc., etc. 

Ill* — The Peninsula, By Alexander S. Webb, LL.D., 
President of the College of the City of New York : Assistant 
Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac, 1861-62 ; Ins-pector 
General Fifth Army Corps; General commanding 2d Div., 
2d Corps ; Major General Assigned, and Chief of Staff, Army 
of the Potomac. 

The history of McClellan's Penhisula Campaign, from his appointment to the 
;ud of the Seven Days^ Fight. 

if. V» — The Army utider Pope. By John C. Ropes, Esq., 
of the Military Historical Society of Massachusetts, the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, etc. 

From the appointment of Pope to command the Army of Virginia, to the appoint* 
«<-ent of McClelian to the general command in September, z86a 

^^.—The Antiefam and Fredericksburg . By Francis 
WiNTHROP Palfrey, Bvt. Brigadier Gen'l, U.S.V., and form- 
erly Colonel 20th Mass. Infantry ; Lieut. Col. of the 20th 
Massachusetts at the Battle of the Antietam; Member of 
the Military Historical Society of Massachusetts, of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, etc. 

From the appointment of McClelian to the general command, September, x86a, to 
the end of the battle of Fredericksburg. 

VT, — ChnneeUorsviUe and ffeftysburg. By Abner 
Doubled ay, Bvt. Maj. Gen'l, U. S. A , and Maj. Gen'l, 
U. S. V. ; commanding the First Corps at Gettysburg, etc. 

From the appointment of Hooker, through the campaigns of Chancellorsville and 
Gettysburg, to the retreat of Lee after the latter battle. 

VII,— Th^ Armn of the Cumberland. By Henry M. 
Cist, Brevet Brig. Gen'l U.S.V ; A.A.G. on the staff of 
Major Gen'l Rosecrans, and afterwards on that of Major GenU 
Thomas ; Corresponding Secretary of the Society of the Army 
of the Cumberland. 

From the formation of the Army of the Cumberland to the end of the bat les al 
Chattanooga, November, 1863. 



VIIIm'-The MisHs9ippU By Francis Vinton Gresnb, 
Lieut, of Engineers^ U. S. Army ; late Military Attache to the 
U. S. Legation in St. Petersburg; Author of '*The Rusdan 
Army and its Campaigns in Turkey in 1877^8," and of 
^^Army Life in Russia.*' 

An account of the operations — especially at Vidctburf and Port Hudson— by 
which the Mississippi River and its shores were restored to the control of the Union. 

IX. — AUanta. By the Hon. Jacob D. Cox, Ex-Govemor of 
Ohio; late Secretary of the Interior of the United States; 
Major General U. S.V., commanding Twenty-third Corps 
during the campaigns of Atlanta and the CaroUnas, etc., etc. 

From Sherman's first advance into Georgia in May, 1864, to die b^inning of 
the Mardh to the Sea. 

X.'-The March to the Sea — Franklin and NatiiviUe. 

By the Hon. Jacob D. Cox. 

From the beginning: of the March to^ the Sea to the surrender of Johnston-^ 
including also the operations of Thomas in Tennessee. 

XI.—The Shenandoah VaUey in 1804. Tfte Cam- 
paign of Sheridan. By George E. Pond, Esq., Asso- 
ciate Editor of the Army and Navy JournaL 

XII.— The Virginia Campaign of ^04 and '65. Hie 
Army of the Potomac and the Army of the 
James. By Andrew A. Humphreys, Brigadier General 
and Bvt. Major General, U. S. A. ; late Chief of Engineers; 
Chief of Stafl', Army of the Potomac, 1863-64; commanding 
Second Corps, 1864-65, etc., etc. 

Statistical Record of the Armeies of tlie United 
States. By Frederick Phisterer, late Captain U. S. A. 

This Record includes the figures of the (quotas and men actually furnished by 
all States ; alistof all organizations mustered into the U. S. service; the strength 
of the army at various periods ; its organization in armies corps, etc.; the divisions 
of the country into departments, etc.; dironnlogical list of all enga^ments, with the 
losses in each ; tabulated statements of all losses in the war, with the causes of 
death, etc. ; full lists of all general officers, and an immense amount of other valuable 
statistical matter relating to the War. 



The complete Set, thirteen volumes, in a box. Price, $12.50 
Single volumes, . . . . . i.co 

♦#* TAe above books /or sale by ail booksellers^ or will be sent^ post-pdtly 
vpoH receipt of price ^ by 

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, Publishers, 

743 AND 745 Broadway, New York. 



